

MK seeks meeting with SadA.*. 

1 

AMMAN (AP) — An AraMsraeli member of Knesset (MK) said 
'Monday he was waiting for a response from Baghdad to a 
proposed meeung with Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein that would 
include Jews of Iraqi descent. Talab A! Sauna, who represents die 
(Arab Democratic Party, said: "Our request has been placed on 
Saddam Hussein s desk, and we look forward to visiting Baghdad 
»oo.” Interviewed by the Associated Press while on a- visit to 
Iordan, be said dm iparry last month conveyed to Iraq's U.N 
- ambassador Near Hamdonn, its wish to travel to Baghdad and 
\ neef wi* freshen: Saddam. But there has been no response from 
Baghdad. Mr. Sanna said he and other Knesset members would be 
n the delegation. Although its exact composition has not been 
. leaded, he said it was likely to indude 20 members, all of them 
BArab-Israelis or Jews of Iraqi origin. Mr. Sanna said that the trip 
; ns proposed “mainly to show our sympathy towards the Iraqi 
jeoplc, who are suffering under unjustified sanctions." The 
-eqnest followed media reports that Israel and Iraq had begun 
secret talks aimed at bringing Baghdad into the U.S.-backed 
• Middle East peace process (see page 12). 
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U.S. troops land in Haiti, 


begin democracy efforts 


• : -7ASHINGTON (Agencies) 
: - As U.S. forces entered 
.laid. President Bill Clinton 
□ Monday conceded that the 
.. .tuation in the Caribbean 
Nation “remains difficult, it 
-- ;mains uncertain.” But he 
„ ; M _ lid he is hopeful that Haiti’s 
Oidfg lilitary leaders will abide by 
»n ;« s _ re agreement under which 
■ e, :'iey agreed to relinquish 
ower. 

“This mission will be li- 
; . .lited in time and scope,” 
•- ~lr. Clinton said at a White 
• ‘loose news conference with 
' ' " - -'.'inner President Jimmy Car- 

. . - sr and other U.S. nego- 
: • - ‘ 'ators. “It is clearly designed 
.3 provide a secure envrron- 
- lent after the restoration of 
- emoc^acy.' , 

T Mr. Clinton spoke as his 
administration began the dif- 
• • _ .‘...cult task of rebuilding 
. ' emocracy in the tonnented 
."ation and restoring its crip- 
. ' . Jed economy. 

. . The first group of U.N. 

?Idiers sent to occupy Haiti 
' aided at Port-Au-Pnnce air- 
. bit without resistance as 
reparations began to deploy 
multinational force in the 


e ?.».esa:: 3untiy - 

' * " ^ *an 8 years short 
f bomb — Israel 

EL AVTV (R) — Iran is 

- sout eight years away from 
iving a nuclear bomb but 

.-.ces intensive efforts by 
. • * rael and other countries to 
.. v il i* 8 plans, Israeli army 
- J telligence chief Uri Saguy 
id Monday. “It is possible 

- assume that if. on the one 
rnd, the process will not be 

. selerated or, on the other 
ind, foiled, Iran... in a 
. . irioa of some eight years 
_ ill be in a situation in which 
. J ! has a military nudear capa- 
’ ility,” he said. General 
3guy told army radio that 
.. . .painstaking, behind-the- 
; : xfles intelligence work” was 
.nderpinmng “very compre- 
snsive diplomatic efforts” 
"gainst any Iranian nudear 
rsenal. 

guts 

c at 3 lit*:' -fbyan hanged to 
« 3 re! V :rteath in Sudan 

- HARTOUM (AFP) — A 
. ‘ ibyan national, convicted of 
. - n attack on a Khartoum 
- : wsque that killed 16 people 
. ' deluding two children, was 
. . --‘anged to death Monday in 
, . ■ Chartonm’s central Kober 
• — rison. Abdul Rahman 
, - -. lohammad Abdullah A1 
... Choleifi, a Libyan national, 

. . vas convicted on charges of 
. . • . onspiracy and waging war 
gainst the state after leading 
group of five men in the 
uayer-time attack last 

• February that also wounded 
.... .1 people. Kholeifi was oon- 
..-icted in a Khartoum court 

.. ..Aug. 3. Kholeifi was a mem- 
,:>er of an Islamic extremist 
".J.’-.snmp called Jamaat A1 
dusluneeu. The organisation 
iews all Muslims as potential 

- j H m*‘ flrgets for assassination. 

e 5 Egyptian journalist 
irCC reed after 30 hours 

. .. - IAIRO (AFP) — Police re- 
'cased an opposition cews- 
, ia per editor on bail Monday 

• fter a 30-hour interrogation 
v charges of taking bribes to 

damage Egypt’s reputation. 

. % ' Anstafa Bakr, editor-in-chief 

. • '"'f the pro- Islamist daily AI 
Ahrar, told AFP that he was 
. . .*•• pestioned the whole day on 
< oraday before being transfer- 
. ' ‘•"®d in secret to a police com- 
' ' • ’ • - nisaonert office (see page 

- : 9- . 

• - Collaborator* killed 

• . ; 'Bethlehem (afpj — 

- • .Palestinian assailants shot 
. . lead a fellow Arab suspected 

collaborating with the 
v : •: sraeli authorities in a West 
.. .-"•j-taak village overnight, his 
- _/ieigh boars said Monday. 

.. .•■> ’ . iussain Abu Al Oura was 
.. dead as be returned to 

■ • jris home at Al Khidr, outside 
.-iethlehem. 


“We haven't seen any re- 
sistance and we don’t expect 
any,” Major General David 
Meade of the 10th Mountain 
Division told CNN after 
arriving by helicopter. He 
said Gen. Hugh Shelton, 
co mm a n der of the American 
forces, was expected to arrive 
m the Haitian capital later. 

“Well, we’re happy that 
everything is quiet after all of 
the good work that was done 
over the weekend by Presi- 
dent Carter and his delega- 
tion and Gen. Cedras and the 
delegation from Haiti,” Gen. 
Meade said. 

Gen. Shelton was expected 
to hold talks with Haitian 
military leader Lieutenant 
General Raoul Cedras on de- 
ployment of a 24-nation force 
in Haiti that would lead to 
restoring exiled President 
Jean-Bertrand Aristide to 
power. 

“It is a big job but we have 
some of that all over the 
world,” Gen. Meade told 
CNN before moving off with 
U.S. Ambassador William 
Swing and other officials. 

Gen. Meade landed at the 
Port-Au-Pnnce airport in the 


first squadron of helicopters. 

Thundering over the city's 
rooftops, the helicopters sent 
panicky Haitians scurrying 
for cover as shopkeepers 
hastily closed their doors. 

. U.S. combat troops quick- 
ly seized control of the air- 
port, taking up positions on 
the tarmac with weapons in 
hand. 

Witin sight of the port, 
where Haitians gathered to 
watch the show, was the USS 
Witney, the command ship 
of the 20-ship armada waiting 
off Haiti. A F3-Orion sur- 
veillance aircraft overflew 
this -city of slums and ginger- 
bread houses. 

Helicopters broadcast mes- 
sages urging Haitians to stay 
calm. The message said the 
U.S. troops were not an inva- 
sion force but were coming to 
reestablish democracy. 

“With their arrival comes 
humanitarian assistance and 
the beginning of a better 
life,” the broadcast said. 


The dramatic entry fol- 
lowed a last-minute agree- 
ment by the de facto Haitian 



to democracy enforced by the 
U.S.-led force. 

In Washington, President 
Clinton thanked the U.S. 
negotiators led by Mr. Car- 
ter, who hammered out the 
agreement in two days of 
intensive negotiation with the 
Haitian military. 

“We had this morning the 
first peaceful introduction of 
our forces there to begin to 
carry on the mandate of the 
U.N.,” he said. 

But the agreement to re- 
turn to power exiled Aristide 
was so filled with ambiguities 
that the administration will 
face a tough challenge in 
making it stick, analysts said. 

“The days ahead will not 
be free of risk but... it’s a lot 
less risky than it would have 
been to kick in the door as we 
were prejiared to do,” U.S. 
Vice President Al Gore said 
on CNN television. 

U.S. Secretary of Defence 
William Perry told a televi- 
sion interview that between 
14,000 and 15,000 U.S. 
troops would be “gradually” 
deployed in Haiti by next 

(Continued on page 7) 


Stability returning after crisis 
in CB j reserve, Nabulsi reports 


By P.V. Vivekanand 
Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Despite a- se- 
rious crisis in the first two 
quarters of the year resulting 
from reasons unrelated to 
pure economics, stability is 
returning to Jordan’s foreign 
exchange reserves and toe 
situation would be quite com- 
fortable by toe end of 1994 if 
toe present trend continues. 
Central Bank of Jordan 
(CBJ) Governor Mohammad 
Nabulsi said Monday. 

It was toe most serious 
economic problem since the 
Gulf crisis to confront Jor- 
dan’s economy, which is on a 
strong pato towards recovery 
following economic chaos 
that surfaced in toe late 
19S0s, prompting a devalua- 
tion of toe dinar and toe 
adoption of an economic res- 
tructuring programme. 

Analysts say that toe strain 
in political relations between 
Jordan and toe Palestine 
National Authority (PNA) 
had compounded toe situa- 
tion, casting serious doubts 
on economic cooperation be- 
tween toe Kingdom and toe 
occupied territories and toe 
prospect of toe Jordanian di- 



Mohammad Nabulsi 


nar continuing to be the mam 
currency in circulation there. 

However, they said, toe 
success that toe CBJ achieved 
in handling toe situation had 
boosted confidence in the 
Jordanian economy and fiscal 
policies. 

In comments on Monday 
to journalists. Dr. Nabulsi 
voiced confidence in the per- 
formance of the Jordanian 


economy and toe stability of 
toe dinar and categorically 
affirmed that there was no 
plan or reason whatsoever to 
devalue toe dinar. 

“Devaluation of the dinar 
was never contemplated at 
any point,” Dr. Nabulsi 
emphasised. “Why should we 
devalue toe dinar when toe 
economy is performing well 
and there is an equilibrium in 
toe exchange value of toe 
currency?” 

Dr. Nabulsi said political 
uncertainties in toe Middle 
East peace process and toe 
rumours of dinar devaluation 
were pan of toe reasons be- 
hind a sharp dip of S400 
million in the Kingdom's 
foreign exchange reserves in 
toe first two quarters of this 
year. 

Against the backdrop of 
toe uncertain course of the 
peace talks, expatriates dis- 
suaded by toe rumours could 
have used banking systems 
“other than Jordanian” to 
send their remittances to toe 
occupied territories and this 
could account for pan of toe 
visible shortfall in Jordan, he 
said. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Rabin identifies 
gaps with Syria 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin on Monday pin- 
pointed four obstacles to 
peace with Syria, after con- 
fronting a group of Labour 
Party rebels opposed to his 
efforts to reach a settlement 
with Damascus. 

Israel and Syria are divided 
over “the scale of toe Israeli 
withdrawal from the Golan 
Heights, toe timetable of the 
withdrawal, toe link between 
die withdrawal and norma- 
lisation of ties, and security 
arrangements,” Mr. Rabin 
said. 

“The gap over these four 
points is still very wide," he 
told reporters after a meeting 
in Tel Aviv of his Labour 
Party’s political bureau. 

But the p r im e minister de- 
tected a “certain softening” 
of Syria’s stance toward toe 
peace negotiations. 

Earlier, Housing Minister 
Binyamin Ben EUezer said 
Israel end Syria bad held 
secret talks which had pro- 
duced some progress. 

“There have been secret 
contacts between Israel and 
Syria not at a ministerial level 


but at levels which have 
already produced remarkable 
results in other negotia- 
tions,” Israel Radio quoted 
Ben Eliezer as saying. 

He was referring to expert 
talks which led to the 
September 1993 autonomy 
agreement with the Palesti- 
nians. 

“It’s not a coincidence that 
slogans in support of peace 
have appeared recently in 
Syria," Mr. Ben Eliezer re- 
portedly said at toe Labour 
Party - meeting in Tel Aviv. 

“That shows the progress 
readied in secret negotiations 
between us and Syria.” 

The former army general 
went on to say that the Syrian 
leadership was “preparing 
public opinion for peace bet- 
ter” than die Israeli govern- 
ment. 

Israel’s ambassador in 
Washington. Itamar Rabino- 
vich, revealed on Dec. 31 
that Israeli and Syrian 
academics had met in Europe 
under toe auspices of an 
American research centre. 

However, Mr. Rabinovich, 

(Continued on page 7) 


‘Soldiers 
train to 
remove 
settlers’ 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — A special 
Israeli army unit has begun 
training for toe removal of 
Jewish settlers from occupied 
territory, the newspaper 
Maariv reported on Monday. 

The Israeli military, in an 
official statement, denied toe 
report in the mass-circulation 
duly, but said it had estab- 
lished a military police unit in 
toe West Bank with a general 
mandate to quell disturb- 
ances by Jews and Arabs. 

Maariv reported that sol- 
diers in a special unit would 
go into action if settlers re- 
fused to evacuate their homes 
under any future peace deals 
in toe West Bank, toe Gaza 
Strip and the Golan Heights. 

Senior officers decided to 
form a separate unit fearing 
that regular soldiers might 
refuse to tackle hardline set- 
tlers, Maariv said. 

Candidates must support 
the peace process, and have no 

(Continued on page 7) 



His Majesty King Hussein on Monday meets officers of an armoured division (Armed Forces photo) 


King: Plans under way to modernise 
and equip Jordan’s Armed Forces 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein, toe 
Supreme Commander of 
the Jordanian Armed 
Forces, said Monday toe 
Armed Forces would re- 
main the shield protecting 
toe homeland and would 
receive continued care and 
support to help them carry 
out their duties. 

Speaking during a visit to 
the headquarters of the 
Third Royal Armoured Di- 
vision. King Hussein said 
efforts were under way to 
modernise the army and 
supply it with the most up- 
to-date weapons and equip- 
ment with toe aim of im- 
proving toe quality of toe 
troops and their training. 

Addressing the officers 


after hearing a briefing on 
the division's duties, the 
King said: “We are cur- 
rently concentrating on 
plans' to enable toe Armed 
Forces to confront toe re- 
quirements of the coming 
stage, and quite ready and 
capable of handling any 
challenges and duties as 
best as possible.” 

“In my talks to groups of 
youth about toe difficult 
past years, I always said 
that toe human being re- 
mains the base because 
weapons and arms can 
come and go. It is toe 
qualified and trained per- 
son and troops who are 
capable of handling arms 
and remaining loyal lC tfceir 
country that are worthy of 


our concern,” the King 
said. 

“We are at toe threshold 
of a new era which would 
witness improvements, and 
development that would 
help toe Armed Forces to 
face and overcome various 
challenges,” he added. 

“You no doubt realise 
the country's hardships, 
but through your perform- 
ance under all circumst- 
ances, and your courage, 
loyalty and efforts you have 
compensated toe country 
for its sufferings and served 
as a blessing to its people,” 
he said. 

“My pride in life lies in 
being affiliated to you and 
I will continue to work for 


you being my clan, my peo- 
ple and brothers,” said toe 
King. 

He said he had no ambi- 
tion in this life except to 
win God's blessing and his 
countrymen’s satisfaction. 

King Hussein was accom- 
panied by General Abdul 
Hafez Mira’i. chief of toe 
Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

Upon arrival, the King 
was received by the divi- 
sion’s commander and 
senior officials. 

The King was briefed by 
the division commander on 
toe division's duties and 
training activities. 

Later toe King met with 
the division officers and 
addressed them. 


Peace move saved 


Jordan backs Libyan 
call for Arab summit 


Jordan 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Sal am Ma- 
jali, fending off Syrian and 
Lebanese criticism of the 
Kingdom's accelerated peace 
moves with Israel, said the 
peace process bad saved toe 
Kingdom from serious trou- 
ble caused by its post-Gulf 
crisis isolation. 

Dr. Majali told a Sunday 
night dinner for businessmen 
toe process bad helped reha- 
bilitate Jordan following toe 
crisis over Iraq's 1990 inva- 
sion of Kuwait, restored its 
regional role and saved its 
economy from further col- 
lapse. 

“Doubtless to say, Jor- 
dan's entry into the process 
saved it from big trouble. 
Our future was in jeopardy," 
Dr. Majali said. 

“Do you remember what 
our situation was like after 
toe Gulf war ended?” he 
asked. "We were isolated 
and under siege. We faced 
tough conditions and a situa- 
tion where we hardly found a 
brother to lean on dr anyone 
who would help us." 

A sluggish economy, soar- 
ing foreign debt and rising 


Majali 

unemployment and poverty 
further worsened the situa- 
tion, he said. 

Syria and Lebanon, whose 
three-year-old talks with 
Israel have stalled, have criti- 
cised Jordan for signing a 
declaration with Israel in 
Washington on July 25 en- 
ding 46 years of belligerency 
between them. 

‘They said that we went 
ahead unilaterally,” Dr. Ma- 
jali said. “What are they talk- 
ing about? If anything, we 
were the last party to walk 
out on Arab coordination.” 

Dr. Majali stressed that 
through toe peace negotia- 
tions Jordan has been able to 
transform its demands for its 
legitimate lands and waters 
into a live issue around which 
the whole negotiating process 
now revolves. 

“But let it be known to all, 
Jordan will never sign a peace 
treaty with Israel without 
securing its clear borders that 
ensure toe restoration of all 
its usurped territory and 
without the restoration of its 
rights in toe waters of Yar- 

( Continued on page 7) 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan 
on Monday responded 
favourably to a Libyan call 
for an Arab summit and 
said that such a meeting 
should examine ways for 
enhancing toe status of toe 
Arab Nation in toe world 
as well as address inter- 
Arab differences. 

The Kingdom's response 
to the Libyan call was 
voiced by Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali at a 
meeting with a Libyan en- 
voy who carried a message 
to His Majesty King Hus- 
sein from Libyan leader 
Muammar Qadhafi calling 
on Arab states to oonvene a 
summit to discuss ending 
differences among Arab 
states. 

“Jordan, under His 
Majesty King Hussein’s 
leadership, has always 
sought unity of Arab ranks 
and toe handling of inter- 
Arab affairs within toe 
Arab context," said toe 
prime minister at toe meet- 
ing with the Libyan envoy, 
Jumaa Al MahdiAl Ghaza- 
ni. 

Dr. Majali said that King 
Hussein had been warning 


the Arabs toar new world 
developments make it in- 
cumbent on them to rally 
their ranks in order to safe- 
guard their higher national 
interests and therefore an 
Arab summit should not 
confine itself to inter-Arab 
differences but rather to 
finding ways to enhance the 
nation’s status in toe world 
community. 

King Hussein and toe 
Jordanian people are ex- 
tending their hands to all 
Arabs for unity and for toe 
attainment of the national 
interests, Dr. Majali 
added. 

The message addressed 
to King Hussein said that 
continued differences 
among Arab states consti- 
tuted a grave danger for toe 
nation and that regional 
and international develop- 
ments have their political 
and economic impact on 
toe Arab world requiring 
collective response. 

The message said that an 
Arab summit would consti- 
tute a new beginning in 
inter-Arab relations that 

(Continued on page 7) 


FIS says boycott of talks unchanged 


ALGIERS (AFP) — The 
Islamic Salvation Front (FIS) 
made “no commitments" to 
Algeria's military govern- 
ment before five of its leaders 
were released from prison 
last week, one of toe freed 
men said Monday. 

“We have made no com- 
mitments,” said Kamel 
Guemmazi, a senior FIS offi- 
cial set free last Tuesday from 
Blida military prison. No pre- 
conditions were made to 
obtain the release as “people 
who are not free cannot make 
commitments,” be said. 

“We simply expressed our 
readiness to work to find a 
legal and just solution” to the 
crisis, Mr. Guemmazi told 
toe weekly Arabic language 
AI A!am Al Siyaseh maga- 
zine. 

The Algerian government 
and five opposition parties 
are due to hold new talks 
starting Tuesday to resolve 
the crisis, but Mr. Guemmazi 
confirmed the FIS would not 
attend. The movement was 
set to win toe December 1991 


general election, but the gov- 
ernment annulled the second 
round vote and banned toe 
FIS. which has been fighting 
toe security forces ever since. 

The Al Alam Al Siyaseh 
journal said contact had now 
been made between toe re- 
leased FIS leaders and toe 
heads of the “various armed 
groups” with a view to for- 
mulating a possible truce. 

Quoting sources close to 
senior FIS officials, toe paper 
said toe groups had agreed to 
accept arbitration from toe 
FIS leadership and also give 
it their allegiance. 

In. July 1992 a military 
court sentenced Mr. Guem- 
mazi, a former FIS official for 
the Algiers region, to six 
years in jail. He was released 
at toe same time as two other 
senior FIS members — Nour- 
redine Chigara and Omar 

Abdul Kader. 

The front’s president, 
Abassi Madani, and toe vice- 
president, Ali Belhadj, were 
released from prison on the 
same day, but subsequently 


placed under house arrest at 
a secret location. 

Even before his release. 
Mr. Madani had proposed a 
truce to President Liamine 
.Zeroual in exchange for 
freeing of all jailed Islamic 
militants. 

Mr. Guemmazi confirmed 
the two FIS leaders were 
- currently living “under sur- 
veillance” in a location 
“chosen bv the state.” 

“No talks can be entered 
into until after a full meeting 
of toe FIS's leadership” he 
added. 

“No decision” could be 
taken before this meeting, 
which would have to be held 
in “conditions of absolute 
freedom," Mr. Guemmazi 
said. 

On Saturday, spokesman 
for the front’s leadership-in- 
exile, Rabah Kebir, called for 
Mr. Madani and Mr. Belhadj 
to be released from bouse 
arrest within 15 days. 

Meanwhile, government 
spokesperson Leila Aslaoui, 
49, has resigned, it was 


announced here Monday. 
Ms. .Aslaoui. who was also 
state secretary for national 
solidarity and the family, did 
not immediately make clear 
why she was quirting. 

She had been spokesper- 
son since last August and has 
been hostile to Islamic mili- 
tants. whom she has called 
“barbarians." 

The exiled leader of neigh- 
bouring Tunisia's Islamists. 
Rached Ghannouchi, said the 
Tunisian government should 
see toe freeing of toe FIS five 
as a sign it should move to sit 
down with Tunisian Islamic 
fraternity. 

He told French daily Le 
Monde that the latest events 
in Algeria could "unblock the 
political impasse in Tunisia," 
and said there was no other 
alternative to pursuing a poll- 
cy of openness to toe Mus- 
lims. 

Mr. Ghannouchi. founder 
of toe clandestine Al Nahda 
movement, is currently living 
in exile in London. 
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osition builds 
Saddam army 


SHAOLAWA. Iraq (AFP) 
— The Iraqi opposition aims 
I' - ’ build up an army of S.OClO 
soldiers based in the Kurdish' 
hdd north to take over the 
country on the fall of Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein. 

In the Shaqlawa region, 
protected by a chain of 
mountains, the Iraqi National 
Congress I INC) runs three 
camps to train former militia- 
men and civilians to become 
disciplined soldiers. 

“We have people from all 
over Iraq. Shiites, Sunnis, 
Kurds. Turkomans, even 
Christians."’ said the chief of 
one of the camps. Lieutenant 
Hammad Al Duleimi. him- 
self from western Iraq. 

“Every month about SO 
people flee from the rest of 
Iraq to northern Iraq, includ- 
ing three or four officers from 
the Iraqi army." he said. 

• iust walk over to the 
Kurdisli "ines." 

The INC. a coalition of 
Arab °nd Kurdish opponents 
of Presiaen: ‘■'-^dam. said 
earlier th,. uiontR 'ha* traq 
authorities had starti-J to 
chop off the ears of criminals 
and army deserters. 

Discontent is also on the 
rise because of the crippling 
U.N. sanctions in force since 
Iraq's August 1990 invasion 
of Kuwait, according to the 
opposition. 

The U.N. Security Council 
on Wednesday renewed its 
embargo, which has led spir- 
aling inflation on food prices 
and The spread o; poverty, for 
at itjji another two months. 

Or resin Jaw ad. an INC 
e iv.mvt council member, 
>. .. that, were not out to 
r.' •' :» cciciors. "In fact, we 
pr: t opponents of Sad- 
; - j . -\j n stay where 
•: . are much 

: there than 

i 

'• 2 northern 
i ... -*een under 


.urds since 
3aghdad. 
Kurdish 


intelligence officers, said Lt. 
Duleimi. 

"Afterwards, our own in- 
telligence department investi- 
gates every man before he 
can joint our forces,” he said. 

General Kassim Ali. a 
Shiite who deserted from the 
Iraqi army, said the build-up 
of the INC army started last 
year with 250 militiamen. 
“Now we have about 750 
soldiers.” he said. 

But heavy fighting since 
May between rival Kurdish 
groups that has claimed hun- 
dreds of lives has slowed 
down the process. 

The general said 400 INC 
soldiers were deployed in the 
Erbil region, where the 
Kurds have set up their own 
administration, to man 
checkpoints and serve as a 
neutral forces between the 
warring militias. 

But now with the return of 
relative cairn, the INC would 
push ahead with plans to 
build an 8,000-strong force. 

Lieutenant Colonel Much- 
tar Ahmad, a 37-year-old 
Turkoman, said the army 
would be split into two units: 
Special forces for city and 
street fighting, and a separate 
force trained for the moun- 
tains and marches. 

“We don't want to fight, 
but we want to be ready for 
the day when rhe Baghdad 
regime collapses. We all want 
a united Iraq but with a 
federated system." said 
Shaled Mohammad, a 33- 
year-old pilot who defected 
last month. 

The soldiers, aged between 
IS and 40. are trained to use 
light and medium weapons. 
TTiey also received political 
classes on the “abuses of Sad- 
dam” and the “meaning of 
democracy." 

An unmarried cadet is paid 
1.000 Iraqi dinars a month, 
compared to 400 dinars for a 
Kurdish civil servant and 
from 400-1.200 dinars for 
militiamen. 


■ rlsmpts to torn 
I3S site Into park 


C ■; 

a:. 

per. 

a i. 

OC; 

wh : 
Fr<. 


. Yvs.57 BANK 

— Hoping to transform 
. r:h?eoiogicai site ira- 
; to .-vrabs and Jews into 
jrist attraction. Israel has 
sd -vest Bank park 
e tradition holds that the 
• ;ei Samuel is buried, 
e park at Nabi Samuel is 
irst such site dedicated in 
Israel-occupied West 
: in the year since Israel 
the Palestine Liberation 
anisaaon IPLO) signed a 
tv for Palestinian self- 


the 
the 

Ba:. 

anc 
Crg 
treat 
rule. 

Palestinian said Sunday’s 
opening was another Israeli 
atte.npt to erase the 1967 
boundaries separating Jeru- 
salem from the West Bank 
anc expand the boundaries of 
the city. 

"They confiscated this 
land.” said Khalil Tufoqji, 
one of the main Palestinian 
authorities in Jerusalem. 
“They are trying to expand 
Jerusalem and make this park 
part of it.'* 

Palestinians want the east- 
ern portion of Jerusalem as 
them capital, but talks on the 
issue are not due to start until 
1996. 


bined with the stunning Vista 
— the area sits atop.a.hill 900 
metres above sea level — will 
draw tourists. 

The hill has figured in Jeru- 
salem’s hitory for 3,000 
years. The Muslims built a 
mosque after stopping an 
advance by King Richard the 
Lion hearted, a Crusader, in 
the late I2th entury. 

In 1917, the British cap- 
tured the hill from the Otto- 


man army, opening the road 
a ty after a ferocious 


lizik Magen, chief 
list foi 


archaeologist for the Israeli 
military government in the 
West Bank, said excavating 
started three years ago and 
there was nothing political 
about it. 

“The job was over and it,” 
he said. “It's a holy site not 
just for Jews, but for Muslims 
and Christians as well.” 

Mr. Magen said Israel 
hooes the excavations com- 


to the dty 
battle. More than 350 artil- 
lery shells were uncovered. 

Security at the tomb where 
Samuel is believed to be 
buried was beefed up over 
the past month due to fears of 
clashes between Muslims and 
Jews who pray there. Mus- 
lims use the main b uilding , 
dominated by a minaret, 
while Jews pray in the base- 
ment tomb. 

Samuel was a judge and 
the first prophet after Moses. 
According to the Old Testa- 
ment, his judgeship was 
dominated by the war with 
the Philistines who captured 
the Ark of the Covenant, the 
sacred wooden chest of the 
Hebrews. 

The hill is the only site 
where Jews and Muslims still 
pray together after the Heb- 
ron massacre, when a Jewish 
settler killed more titan 30 
Muslims in February. 

For the opening of the 
park, military snipers were 
posted on the tomb’s roof 
and visitors passed through 
metal detectors to get in. 



POLICEMAN KILLED: A Palestinian policeman and Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation (PLO) supporters stand in 
front of a banner of Lieutenant-Colonel Yosri Hamsi, 44, 


who was killed in the Gaza Strip daring a shootout between 
Palestinian security men and members of the Hamas 
movement (AFP photo) 


Iran refuses to discuss sovereignty of Gulf islands 


TEHRAN (Agencies) — 
Iran on Monday rejected 
Gulf Arab calls to discuss its 
sovereignty over three 
strategic islands also claimed 
by the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE), Tehran Radio re- 
ported. 

Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man Mahmoud Mohammadi 
said: “From a geopolitical 
point of view and through 
international law, Iran's own- 
ership of the three islands of 
Abu Musa, Greater Tunb 
and Lesser Tunb is defini- 
tive.” 

“No country agrees to dis- 
cuss its sovereignty” over its 
own territory, Mr. Moham- 
madi said, adding that “ter- 
ritorial claims only provoke 
tensions in the region.” 

Foreign ministers from the 
six Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) states, who me: in 
Riyadh on Saturday, called 
on Iran to bring its long- 


standing dispute with the 
UAE over the islands before 
the International Court of 
Justice. 


But Mr. Mohammadi dis- 
missed the declaration by 
GCC members — the UAE, 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, 
Bahrain, Oman and Qatar — 
as “contradictory.” 

“On one hand it calls for 
security stability in the region 
and the peaceful settlement 
of disputes, and on the other 
it aims to stir up tension by 
repeating territorial claims,” 
he said. 

However, Iran was ready 
to take pail in bilateral nego- 
tiations with the emirates 
without prior conditions to 
sweep away misunderstand- 
ing, he said. 

ITie dispute over the three 
tiny islands, situated at the 
entrance to the Gulf, has 
dragged on for several de- 


cades. 

Tehran and the UAE emi- 
rate of Sharjah agreed to 
share Abu Musa in 1971, but 
in 1992 the UAE accused 
Iran of annexing its part of 
the island and expelling its 
Arab residents. 


Negotiations between the 
two sides in Abu Dhabi a few 
months later collapsed when 
Tehran refused to discuss the 
other two islands. The UAE 
says Iranian troops occupied 
Greater and Lesser Tunb in 
1971. 


The two countries were to 
resume negotiations in 
September 1993 but the UAE 
withdrew in protest at Iran’s 
repeated claims of sovereign- 
ty over the islands. 

Last week Iran also re- 
jected a call by the Arab 
League, meeting in Cairo, to 
negotiate an end to its 
“occupation’* of the islands. 


Iran said the latest GCC 
statement only added to ten- 
sion in the region. 

Mr. Mohammadi said the 
only way to resoWe the dis- 
pute was through uncon- 
ditional talks. 

He said the GCC statement “raised 
unfounded territorial claims 
which would only escalate 
tension and sow discord in 
the region.” 

“The Islamic Republic- of 
Iran... believes that the only 
way to settle problems and 
remove misunderstandings 
between the Islamic Republic 
of Iran and the United Arab 
Emirates is continuation of 
talks without any precondi- 
tions,” he said. 

The two Tunbs are uninha- 
bited. but Iran has set up 
military bases on them. Abu 
Musa has a predominantly 
Persian population, but its 
size is not known. 


Editor of opposition paper detained in Egypt 


CAIRO (AP) — The State 
Security Agency was holding 
the editor-in-chief of an 
opposition newspaper Mon- 
day for questioning on allega- 
tions he published false arti- 
cles in exchange for money 
from Iraq. 

An agency official con- 
firmed statements by the 
Liberal Party that editor 
Mustafa Bakri of its daily A1 
Ahrar was interrogated Sun- 
day and was being held until 
he posts bail of 5,000 Egyp- 
tian pounds ($1,500). 

Mr. Bakri has denied re- 
ceiving money from Iraq and 
said what he wrote repre- 
sented the views of the Liber- 
al Party. 

Negad A1 Boraie, a lawyer 
for Mr. Bakri, condemned 
the detention, saying it defies 
the government's claim it is 
com mined to freedom of the 


press. 

“Freedom of the press 
' does not only mean to say 
what you want, but to do so 
without being punished,” be 
said. 

Mr. Boraie. an official of 
the Egyptian Organisation 
for Human Rights, noted the 
state security agency recently 
detained four journalists 
from the pro-lslamic news- 


paper A1 Shaab, about arti- 


cles allegedly supporting 
“terrorism." The agency is 
responsible for Egypt's inter- 
nal security. \ 

Egypt’s Middle East News 
Agency said that among 
charges against Mr. Bakri 
was “publishing false news 
with the aim of disturbing 
public security in return for 
material gains from certain 
countries with stands against 
Egypt.” 


In A1 Ahrar’s Monday edi- 
tion, Mr. Bakri was quoted as 
saying he was arrested under, 
pressure from oil-rich Gulf 
countries, especially Saudi 
Arabia, because of his repe- 
ated calls for lifting the U.N. . 
embargo against Iraq over its 
invasion of Kuwait. 

“I will not be defeated by 
the oil dollars and I will not 
be the agent for the Gulf- 
sheikhs in Egypt distributing 
rewards and buying writers,” 
he wrote. The paper has reg- 
ularly carried interviews with 
top Iraqi officials. 

Mr. Bakri is also charged 
with publishing stories aimed 
at damaging Egypt's relations 
with friendly countries, the 
state-owned MENA said. A1 
Ahrar, which means “liber- 
al.” led a campaign against 
the U.N. population confer- 
ence that ended last week in 


Cairo, calling it the “confer- 
ence of abortion and 
homosexuality.” 

Mahmoud Bakri. the edi- 
tor's brother, told the Associ- 
ated Press that after agree- 
ment to grant Mr. Bakri's 
release on bail, the editor was 
“kidnaped” by a convoy of 
police cars. Mahmoud Bakri 
said he still did not know 
where his brother was held. 

The state security official, 
who spoke on condition of 
anonymity, said Mr. Bakri 
was being held until he could 
post bail but would not say 
where the editor was de- 
tained. 

Mr. Bakri’s release will not 
mean charges against him are 
dropped. He can be brought 
to trial if the prosecutor finds 
sufficient evidence against 
him. 


U.S. accepts political Islam if peaceful — envoy 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait's 
Islamists set a good example 
of non-violent political parti- 
cipation in a region beset by 
extremists of all three major 
religions, the U.S. ambassa- 
dor was quoted on Monday 
as saying. 

“Singnlarly absent in 
Kuwait is an appeal to vio- 
lence and a number of other 
elements in the region can 
take a lesson from them,” 
Ryan Crocker was quoted by 
newspapers as saying. 

“In the Gulf we accept 
Islam translated in political 
terms and appreciate it, but 
there has to be strong support 
and respect for democratic 
norms,” said Mr. Crocker, a 
former ambassador in Leba- 


non, who has also served in 
Iran, Iraq, Egypt and Qatar. 

Mr. Crocker, speaking at a 
news conference for Kuwaiti 
reporters on Sunday evening 
in answer to a question on the 
rise of political Islam 
throughout the Middle East, 
said the United States sought 
a peaceful accommodation in 
Algeria. 

Islamists became the 
largest single bloc in Kuwait's 
National Assembly in 1992 
general elections tbat revived 
the a lively parliamentary 
tradition after a six-year 
break. 

Kuwait's brand of fun- 
damentalists are a far cry 
from the firebrand variety 
across the Gulf waters in Iran 


or their militant co-religion- 
ists in Algeria or Egypt. 

They say they have no wish 
to overthrow of the existing 
order, only to make it more 
Islamic. 


“The United States is looking 
for peaceful accommodation 
in Algeria and an answer to 
that tragedy can only come 
through dialogue and accom- 
modation.” 


“Political life in Kuwait, 
whether Islamic or secular, is 
extremely lively and fully in 
keeping with free expression 
and the democratic process,” 
Mr. Crocker said. “A give 
and take characterises every- 
thing and includes individuals 
of all aspects.” 


“We do not support those 
who use the democratic pro- 
cess to get to power and then 
obliterate democracy once 
they have achieved their 
aims,” said Mr. Crocker. 


“The United States has 
great respect for Islam with 
its legacies of the last 1,400 
years which contributed to 
and enhanced the heritage of 
all of us, but sadly the U.S. 
has seen manifestations of 
political violence doaked in 
all three religions and it has 
opposed it in every form.” 

He referred to Christian 
and Shiite Muslim extremism 
in Lebanon, Jewish extrem- 
ism in Israel and Sunni Mus- 
lim extremism in Egypt. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


‘Palestinian police driving stolen car* 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — Palestinian 
officers are driving stolen cars in the Jericho and GazasS 
self-rule area, Israel’s insurance union chief cbS 
Monday. Israeli police have compiled a report showing 
their Palestinian counterparts in the West Bank townfjT* 
the wheel of at least 17 cars stolen is Israel, said sw3 
Golomb, managing director of the Union of Insan^f 
Companies. He told AFP that the report gives thectam? 
of a Subaru which disappeared in southern IsrajTzJ 
resprayed in a Gaza Strip garage and reappeared Man*? 
police car. According to Mr. Golomb, 22,000 canij 


stolen each year or 1.5 per cent of the total. “A W 
number of these turn up on the other side of tte 


line," which separates Israel from the occupied tenitSS 
he said. Israel crooks are often involved in the trade eva 
though some of the vehicles are later used by Palcstin^ 
for car bombings and ambushes. “This is totally 
foundation,” fumed the Palestinian prosecutor in 
Khaled A1 Kidra. “The Israelis are to blame forfe! 
phenomena which they failed to halt during 27 years ^ 
occupation,” he told AFP. However, Palestinian Loa 1 
Government' Minister Saeb Erakat said that the tt* 
authority had decided to round up all stolen vehicles art 
torn them over to the Israeli army. 


4 Palestinians, German injured in braei 


BONN (AFP) — Four Palestinian asylum-seekers and 0 * 
German were injured Saturday night during a brawl in s 
hotel in Buedingen, central Germany, police said. Thr« 
other* Germans, aged 19 to 32, accused of provoking tfe 
fight, were arrested and charged with assault. The fog 
Palestinians only received minor injuries, but the Germ® 
was taken to a hospital, police said. Police did not specif? 
Sunday why the fight had taken place but said that 
were no signs that the scuffle had xenophobic motives, 


Bangladesh needs an Ataturk— Nasreen 


ISTANBUL (AFP) — Exiled Bangladeshi writer Tasfima 
Nasreen believes her country needs a political leader like 
Kemal Ataturk, the founder of modem Turkey, to re&ct 
the influence of Islamic fundamentalists on the Dhafr 
regime. In an interview published in the Turkish Cmnhnr- 
iyet Newspaper, Ms. Nasreen said kl we (in Bangladesh) 
need an Ataturk. I spent my childhood reading poena 
dedicated to him. He is well known in Bangladesh.” % 
Nasreen was speaking in the Swedish capital Stockbda, 
where she is currently in exile. In 1924 Mustafa Kmi 
Ataturk created the modem secular Turkish state when he 
ended Islam’s influence over the country’s government 
Ms. Nasreen was hounded out of her home country eaft? 
this year following death threats from Islamic fundamental, 
ists who claimed she had made blasphemous comments 
about the Koran. Ms. Nasreen denies the allegations, lb 
writer has said she wishes to return to Bangladesh as sooa 
as possible. 


29-Cm shrimps caught in Kuwaiti waters 


KUWAIT (AP) — A Kuwaiti fisherman has caught a 
29-centimetre-long shrimp, die largest ever seen in Ac 
Emirate's waters, the Kuwait News Agency said Sunday. It 
said the shrimp weighed 300 grammes. Kuwait’s Institute 
for Scientific Research said this particular species ol 
crustaceans was not indigenous to the Guff wafers, but 
could be found in the Red Sea, the Indian Ocean and die 
waters off the eastern coast of Africa. Researchers told the 
news agency they had tried to culture that species in the 
Gulf waters but foiled. They said the shrimp conk^havtt 
been the result of a similar effort in a ptighbouring Grit 
state. The Gulf is home to 14' species of shrimps ' accon 
to the research institute, four of them fished in comma 
quantities. Kuwait bans fishing of shrimp during til 
spawning season from April to September. 


Ban on veil in Egypt's elementary schools 


CAIRO (AFP) — Girls in Egypt’s elementary schools arc 
banned from wearing the veil as authorities battle Islamic 
extremism, tire Ministry of Education said Sunday. **Wi 


will prevent this in the primary school,” ministry spokes- 
man Rafaat Khaled told AFP a day after some 13 mflBai 


students resumed classes after summer. He said die ban 
will be enforced gradually because use of the veil was# 
widespread in schools, especially those in southern Egypt 
“We need time. We are fi ghting against extremism, w 
cannot win the war over night,” Mr. Khaled said. “Wcvil 
fry to implement it smoothly and delicately.” Refigcom 
people and educational people agree on this point” drat the 
veil should be banned in primary schools. ‘This is not i 
point of difference.” The education ministry wants to malt 
sure that those who wear the veil in school do so became it 
reflects their “internal feelings,” he said. “Nobody isgoifl| 
to oblige (anyone) to wear the veil.” 


Sick Soviet spy asks Israel to free him 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — An ailing 76-year-old expert is 
biological warfare who spied on Israel for the Soviet Uniofl 
has appealed to an Israeli court to free him on beatti 
grounds, his lawyer said Monday. Polish-born Profess 
Marcus KJingberg, who was jailed for 20 years in 1983, fc 
suffering from heart and brain disease, according to 1 



appeal in a court against a parole board refusal to 

release his client, who is considered the most ixnporffl? 
Soviet mole ever caught in Israel. He argued that Me 
Klingberg,- who emigrated to Israel in 1948, no longer posa 
any knowledge to pose a threat following the collapse of 
the Soviet empire and progress in the Middle East peace 
process. Mr. Klingberg, deputy director of a top seat*, 
biological research institute which reportedly wonted fat 
the Israeli army, told the court in the written appeal that In 
wanted to spend his last days with this daughter and 
grandson. 
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winds northwesterly moderate. In 
Aqaba, winds will be northerly 
moderate and seas calm. 
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Dr. Bahjat Badr 849362 

Dr. Jihad Zyadcb 881 148 
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Dr. Mahmoud Hindi 898787 
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Civil Defence Emergency 199 
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Fire Brigade 617101 
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Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Pabfic Security Department 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water ana Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 7871 1 1 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661 101 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

‘ 815615 

Electric Power 


Jabal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Malhas, 3. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmdsani 664171/4 

Shracisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasfier Hospital 667227/9 
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Zarqa National Hospital 
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DtBID: 
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Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 34. Aqaba 39. Humidity 
reading: Amman 23 per cent. 
Aqaba 27 per ccnL 
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Food Control Centre 6371 1 1 

Civil Defence Department 661111 
Civil Defence Immediate 
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Queen opens children’s art exhibition, 
visits hospitalised students from Marka 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her 
Majesty Queen Noor. Mon- 
day belatedly opened a 
children's art exhibition 
held at the National Ortho- 
dox School in Amman, 
which was conceived on the 
occasion of Independence 
Day, according to a Royal 
Court statement. 

Schools from the Greater 
Amman Municipality were 
invited to participate by the 
Ministry of Education to 
promote art appreciation in 
the schools. 

Queen Noor, a promoter 
of arts and childhood 
education and develop- 
ment, distributed prizes to 
teachers and students from 
participating schools, said 
the statement- 

Queen Noor, accompa- 
nied by Her Royal High- 
ness Princess Rania Abdal- 
lah, was received by Their 
Royal Highnesses Prince 
Ra’d and Princess Majda, 
Abdul Raouf Rawabdeh, 
minister of education, 
Fouad Farraj, president of 
the Orthodox Educational 
Society, Ibrahim Qaqish, 
president of the National 
Orthodox Schools, and 
Bishop Sylvester os Far. 

Also on Monday, Queen 
Noor, accompanied by 
Princess Rania, Prince 
Ra’d and Princess Majda, . 
made an unscheduled visit 



Her Majesty Queen Noor Monday comforts a 
child at Al Bashir Hospital who is being 
treated for Injuries sustained in an electrical 


failure at her school Sunday (photo by George 
Crystal,) 


to children injured in the 
electrical failure that occur- 
red Sunday at the Laila Al 
Ghafariah School in the 
south Marka. 

The Queen chatted with 
the 12 children at Al Bashir 
Hospital wishing them all 
well and reassuring family 


members who were pre- 
sent. 

Queen Noor later visited 
the Laila Al Ghafariah 
School accompanied by 
Prince Ra’d, where she 
talked with the children 
and teachers, inquiring af- 
ter their health. 


The Queen checked the 
school's fire and safety me- 
asures and expressed her 
hope that precautionary 
steps will be taken to en- 
sure the safety of all stu- 
dents in Jordan and to pre- 
vent such accidents from 
occurring in the future. 


‘National data network will 
require time to get on line 9 


By Ian Atalla 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Developing a 
national data network for 
Jordan promises to be a 
long and complicated task, 
but its success is critical if 
the Kingdom is to keep 
pace with the rest of the 
world community, accord- 
ing to National Information 
Centre (NIC) Director 
General Youssef Nusseir. 

"If we do not move to- 
wards the proper utilisation 
of information and data, ' 
^we wfll iag behind the rest 
of the world tremendous- 
ly,” he told the Jordan 
Times. 

“The information revolu- 
tion means that the world is 
rapidly becoming divided 
into knowledgeable and 
non -know] edge able coun- 
tries. Whether a nation is 
first world or third world 
no longer depends on its 
industrial output alone.” 

The development of a 
National ^formation Sys- 
tem (NTS), which is ex- 
pected to eventually en- 
compass more than 100 
Jordanian institutions, is 
the mam chore of the NIC, 
which was launched in 
1993. Public calls for such a 
project have been repeated 
for over a decade by His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan. 

The Crown Prince has 
been adamant that Jordan’s 
core institutions in both the 
public and private sector, 
whether ministries, re- 
search centres, universities, 
etc., need to begin finding 


ways to make important 
data which they possess 
readfly available to each 
'other. 

“Jordan has not lagged 
behind in information de- 
velopment, but previous 
work has been done 
through the ad hoc efforts 
of individual centres work- 
ing on their own,” Dr. Nus- 
seir said. 

“What has been lacking 
previously are comprehen- 
sive, coordinated efforts at 
the national level.” 

' ' .'Several other Arab couh- 
; tries foveialreaay moved to 
develop such cpmprehen-.. 
sive data networks. Dr. 
Nusseir added. Egypt has 
made considerable prog- 
ress, he said, while Syria 
and Saudi Arabia have 
made significant starts. 

He was cautious, howev- 
er, in estimating how soon 
Jordan would have such a 
comprehensive data net- 
work of its own. “In the 
next few years, we will be- 
gin to see benefits from the 
NIS project, bat it will still 
be an ongoing process,” 
Dr. Nusseir said. 

The planned framework 
for the NIS is detailed and 
complex, envisioning a 
multi-tiered system of data 
centres and hookups, all 
linked to the NIC as the 
keeper of the central “focal 
point.” 

But the purpose of the 
system is straightforward: 
to provide decision-makers 
and researchers throughout 
Jordan, from both the pub- 
lic and private sectors, with 
ready access to reliable in- 


formation, so long as it is 
non-dassified. 

Dr. Nusseir maintained 
however, that numerous 
challenges and obstacles 
still confront the building 
of the NIS in Jordan as 
opposed to more de- 
veloped countries where 
the necessary infrastructure 
and technology to support 
such a system would 
already be in place. Build- 
ing a nationwide data sys- 
tem here, he said, would 
tpean starting, at times from 
rock bottom. 

” One' impediment is that 
r “diere are difficulties in the 
accessibility of information 
at main centres here,” he 
explained. “In many cases, 
the data transmission tech- 
nology is not there, and the 
data is not in proper format 
for ready access." 

Another constraint, he 
said, was that the forming 
of the NIS would be a very 
costly procedure, and pre- 
sent cash resources avail- 
able for the project “are 
limited.” 

There was also the need 
for extensive training of 
managers and employees at 
organisations which will be 
participating in the system, 
he said, as many of them 
would not be familiar with 
the technology and princi- 
ples needed to run a state- 
of-the-art data network. 

“However, in five years, 
we should have a well-set 
up NIS,” he said. “It will 
not be complete, mind you, 
but we will have the basic 
structure well filled in and 
rounded out.” 


WHAT’S 
GOING 
ON 

EXHIBITIONS 

tr Exhibition of oil paintings 
by knmal Boullata wrfitlMi 
“Duets, Quartets, and a 
Triangle” at Darat Al 
Funun of the Abdul 
flgmpoH Sboman Founda- 
tion in Jabal Luweibdeh. 
Also showing “permanent 
exhibition of 56 Arab con- 
temporary artists (Tel. 
643251/2). 

☆ Exhibition by artist Nadim 
Muhsin at the French 
Cultural Centre. 

☆ Exhibition of stained glass 
and icons by Olifl Bseiso at 
The Gallery at the Hotel 
Inter.Continenta! (8:00 
a.m. - 7:00 p.m. except on 
Friday) (Tel. 641361). 

tr Two exhibitions of ab- 
stract art respectively by 
Marwan ’Allan and a 
group of Jordanian artists 
at the Royal Cultural Cen- 
tre. 

fr Exhibition of paintings by 
Nasir Thamir at Ain Art 
Gallery, Wadi Saqra St. 
(Tel. 644451). 

tr “The Golden Crown Ex- 
hibition” of Jordanian 
national products at the 
Amman Auto Exhibition, 
Airport Road. 

☆ Exhibition of handicrafts 
at Haya Cultural Centre 
(Tel. 604600). 

|iir Exhibition of oO printings 
by Rashad Salim at Ab'ad 
Arty Gallery (10:00 a.m.- 
7:00 p.m.) (Tel. 819861) 


Jordan calls for establishing 
regional sustainable development 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan 
Monday called on Arab 
countries to work together in 
achieving regional sustain- 
able development and attain- 
ing better life for the Arab 
population. 

In an opening address at a 
meeting organised at Phi- 
ladelphia Hotel by the Eco- 
nomic and Social Commis- 
sion for Western Asia 
(ESCWA) and the Arab 
League, Minister of Social 
Development Mohammad 
Sqour said socio-economic 
development has become a 
vital and urgent requirement 
for the Arab World which 
strives for a better standard 
of living. 

The four-day meeting, he 
said, will look inro means of 


ensuring collective work to 
attain the aspired socio- 
economic development at the 
regional level because only 
through such efforts can re- 
gional blocj achieve success. 

The meeting, held at the 
experts level > has been orga- 
nised in preparation for the 
World Social Summit on So- 
cial Development to be held 
in Copenhagen in March 
1995, according to ESCWA. 
The agency said the meeting 
would be a step towards for- 
mulating a draft Arab dec- 
laration for social develop- 
ment. 

Stressing Jordan's drive to 
attain inter-Arab cooperation 
in development-related mat- 
ters, Dr. Sqour said that the 
Kingdom has been working 


towards pooling Arab poten- 
tials and unifying Arab ranks, 
especially in the face of rapid 
changes at the international 
level. 

ESCWA Executive Secret- 
ary Sabah Bakjaji addressed 
the meeting, drawing the au- 
dience’s attention to the fact 
that the Arab countries, like 
other nations, are currently, 
entering a stage of economic 
transformations and shifting 
to market economies and re- 
gional economic integration, 
requiring close cooperation 
and careful planning. 

He said there are strong 
signs of the potential creation 
of a Middle East market, and 
it is feared that individually 
the Arab states would not be 


ready for such development 
without taking steps towards 
forming blocs and embarking 
on close regional coopera- 
tion. 

Referring to some of the 
chronic problems facing the 
Arab states. Dr. Bakjaji said 
that unemployment which 
now runs at the rate of 30 per 
cent compared to Europe’s 
12 per cent, and the high rate 
of population growth, are 
among the main issues that 
face the Arab nation. 

He said that large popula- 
tions are responsible for 
absolute poverty which, 
according to Arab League 
surveys, stands at 85 per cent 
in the rural regions of Sudan 
for example. 


Minister says polio is under control 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan 
has brought the threat of 
polio under full control and 
has prevented this infectious 
viral disease from spreading 
because of the expanded im- 
munisation programme (EIP) 
which has been implemented 
over the past years. Health 
Minister Aref Batayneh said 
Monday. 

Addressing the opening 
session of a three-day inter- 
country meeting on creating a 
polio-free zone. Dr. 
Batayneh said that by follow- 
ing guidelines set by the Un- 
ited Nations Children's Fund 
(UNICEF) and the World 
Health Organisation 
(WHO), Jordan has been 
able to control infant-related 


diseases, achieving 90 per 
cent immunisation among the 
country’s children over the 
past five years. 

Poliomyelitis affects the 
central nervous system and 
can cause temporary or 
permanent, paralysis. 

WHO Resident Repre- 
sentative in Jordan and Syria,* 
Omar Suleiman, said that af- 
ter the success of two polio- 
free zones in the past year in 
the North Africa and Gulf 
regions, WHO has been en- 
couraged to consider the 
establishment of a third 
olio-free zone in the 
ideast region. 

Dr. Suleiman said WHO is 
now aiming to create the 
polio-free zone in the region 


ES 


that includes Jordan, Syria, 
Lebanon, Iraq and Iran, 
countries whose representa- 
tives are taking part in the 
current meeting in Amman. 

UNICEF Near East and 
North Africa Regional Direc- 
tor, Sarojini Vitrachi, told 
the audience that increased 
allocations by U.N. agencies 
and governments of the re- 
gion to combat polio have led 
to a reduction of polio cases 
from 6.000 in 1986 to 2,400 
last year. 

Participants will review im- 
munisation programmes in 
their respective countries, 
concentrating on polio vac- 
cination and strategies to eli- 
minate the disease by the 
year 2000. 



Aref Batayneh 


Arab culture symposium to discuss dimensions 


By Angham Tamimi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A three-day 
symposium titled “Culture 
is a Human Process," to be 
opened today by Minister 
of Culture Jumaa Ham- 
mad, will deal with three 
main topics: Arab culture 
regarding its regional 
dimension, Arab • culture 
regarding its Islamic 
dimension, and Arab cul- 
ture regarding its interna- 
tional dimension. 

Arranged for by the 
Arab 'Organisation of 
Education, Culture and Sci- 


ences and the Ministry of 
Culture, the seminar will 
bring together Arab and 
Jordanian researchers to 
participate in the day and 
night sessions. They are 
Adib Lujmi of Syria, 
Abdullah Rukeibi of 
Algeria. Mohammad Aii 
Lawzi of Yemen, Ismail 
Haj Mousa of Sudan, 
Mohammad Nuwairi, 
Kamal Imran, and Munsif 
Jazzar of Tunisia, in addi- 
tion to four Jordanian re- 
searchers: Walid Abu 
Bakr, Ibrahim Sa'afiu, 
Sudqi Hattab and Moham- 
mad Naji Amaireh, secret- 


ary general of the Ministry 
of Culture. 

“During their meetings, 
Arab ministers of culture 
decided to run a compre- 
hensive plan dealing with 
Arab culture to strengthen 
the ties between Arab re- 
searchers and experts, and 
to propagate Arab cul- 
ture," said Mr. Amaireh 
during a press briefing at 
the ministry. 

Believing that Arab cul- 
ture is one whole that re- 
fuses the regional concepts 
and narrow inclinations, 
“we will work hard to 
achieve unity of our Arab 


nation by relying on its one 
culture, one herirage, and 
one language,” said Mr. 
Amaireh. 

We also hope Jordan will 
host the 1996 cultural con- 
ference, since it hosted the 
first one 20 years ago,” he 
said. 

Many Arab researchers, 
intellectuals and cultural attaches 
of Arab embassies in Jordan 
have been invited 
to take part in the open 
discussions of the Royal 
Cultural Centre (RCC) in 
order to reach fruitful re- 
sults and recommenda- 
tions. 


Visiting Indonesian official discusses 
youth affairs with premier, minister 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Visiting 
Indonesian Minister of Youth 
and Sports Hayono Isman 
Monday met Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali and 
Minister of Youth Fawaz 
Abul Ghanam and said later that 
be discussed Jordanian- 
Indonesian cooperation in 
sports and youth affairs. 

Mr. Isman also announced 
a gift of seven computer sets 
made in Indonesia to the 


Ministry of Youth to be dis- 
tributed to youth centres in 
Jordan. 

The Indonesian official, 
who is heading a seven- 
member delegation on his 
visit to Jordan, heard a re- 
view of Middle East develop- 
ments and progress in the 
peace process from the Prime 
Minister, who also discussed 
ways in which the two coun- 
tries can develop their mutual 


cooperation in sports and 
youth affairs. 

Mr. Isman said chat In- 
donesia and Jordan were fac- 
ing similar problems and 
were adopting a policy of 
dose cooperation to over- 
come the difficulties and 
attain progress and develop- 
ment. 

Mr. Abul Ghanam and Mr. 
Isman had signed a memor- 
andum of understanding in 


sports and youth affairs dur- 
ing Mr. Abul Ghanam *s visit 
to Indonesia last month pro- 
viding for the exchange of 
visits by youth and sports 
teams from the two coun- 
tries. 

Mr. Isman, who arrived 
here Sunday on a five-day 
visit, will tour achaeologicaJ 
sites and youth and sports 
centres including Al Hussein 
Sports City in Amman. 


Visiting editor expresses opinions about children’s literature needs 


By Angham Tamimi 
pedal do the Jordan Times 

iMMAN — Because chil- 
ren’s literature influences 
child's imagination and 
evekxpment, it is “a suc- 
essful method of educat- 
ig children and preparing 
Man for the future, says 
Fot&ila Rashed, better 
nown as Mama Lubna of 
amir magazine for chil- 
ren in Egypt. 

Directly or indirectly, 
rid Mama Lubna, chil- 
ren’s literature embraces 
leals, ethics, morals and 
frier good concepts. “Un- 
onsaously, I usually find 
lyse If living in an imagin- 
ry world — the world of 
hiidhood,” she said 
riding that “sometimes tiv- 
ig in the real world, with 
11 its cunning and cheat- 
ig, is quite unbearable for 
ae.” 

“I learned a great deal 
rom children and their 
teraiure,” Mama Lubna 
aid. “The world of chil- 
Iren is innocent, loyal, 
lonest. When I talk to 
hem, I feel fluent, 
hhough understanding or 
aHting to children is very 
lifficult according to 
wychiatrists.” 

Mama Lubna and Mr. 
fousef beHeve style is an 
essential ingredient in wru- 
ng for children, because 
iny fiteraiy text would fail 


to capture children’s emo- 
tions unless it is easygoing, 
musical and entertaining. 

Children's feelings 
should be awakened by 
words that leave an im- 
pression, according to 
Mama Lubna, whereas rhe- 
torical expressions and 
idioms should be avoided 
because simplicity, clarity, 
gaiety and a natural pre- 
sentation encourage chil- 
dren to read avidly. 

Although Arab heritage 
is rich with tales and liter- 
ary ideas, it lacks what can 
be called “the modem con- 
cept of children’s litera- 
ture,” said Mama Lubna. 
Most of the children’s tales 
and short stories taken 
from Arab heritage were 
inconsistent with the mod- 
ern era’s meditation, she 
said. So, “we should bor- 
row from that heritage and 
modernise it to be closer to 
the minds of today's chil- 
dren,” she maintained. 

Mama Lubna and Mr. 
Yousef agree that foreign 
countries surpass the Arab 
World in this field, “a fact 
that guided us to translate 
into Arabic their leading 
work,” the couple said. 

The beginning of the 
children’s literature move- 
ment in Europe was chal- 
lenging and daring, said 
Mr. Yousef- European wri- 
ters’ works excelled beyond 


those of other nations, he 
said. Their writings were 
spiced with proverbs and 
sayings of universal ap- 
plications, Mr. Yousef 
added. 

To shed light on this 
movement outside the 
Arab World, Mama Lubna 
focused on “Britain as the 
leading country ever to 
produce literature for chil- 
dren.” By the end of 1400s, 
tales of Robin Hood and 
King Arthur’s Knights 
were widely known. Later 
Robinson Crusoe, and Gul- 
liver’s Travels were warmly 

received.” 

% 

The English seed gave 
birth a branched tree. Be- 
tween 1894 and 1908, chil- 
dren’s literature flourished, 
and several renowned wri- 
ters emerged, including 
Oscar Wilde in England, 
Jules Verne in France, and 
Mark Twain in the U.S. 

In Germany, the chil- 
dren's literature movement 
began with translations of 
Robinson Grusoe, whereas 
in Spain, poetry played a 
major role in heightening 
the position of children's 
literature. 

Italy's children’s works 
were inclined to optimism, 
happiness and love. Cioni 
Cabouni was a pioneer, 
while Pinoccbio by Carlo 
Lorenzo and published in 
1882, was considered a 


classic that captivated chil- 
dren all over the globe. 

As for America, Esaiah 
Thomas and Susan Col- 
eridge played an effective 
part in this field. Honn 
Book Magazine, first 
issued in 1924, helped a 
flourishing children’s litera- 
ture movement in the U.S. 

One of the highlights in 
the history of children’s 
literature was the establish- 
ment of the Annual New- 
berry Prize in 1922, said 
Mama Lubna. The prize 
was awarded by the Librar- 
ies Union to the best chil- 
dren's book written by an 
American or a resident of 
America. 

In the former Soviet Un- 
ion men of letters believed 
that children's literature, 
with its noble ideas, had 
emotional powers that 
could easily affect a child's 
mentality. Most of the 
Soviet writers borrowed 
from Arab heritage. Leo 
Tolstoy, Anton Chekhov, 
Maxim Gorky and Ivan 
Turgenev's works infatu- 
ated children around the 
world. 

The world came to know 
Pharaonic Egypt and 
Babylonian Iraq in the ear- 
ly Arab ana Islamic 
epochs. But the 20th cen- 
tury Arab World has failed 
to be familiar to the same 
extent, Mama Lubna be- 


lieves. “In spite of the 
world's concerns about 
children’s literature, ours is 
still unripe," she said. 

“People's lives, struggles 
and cultures still need to be 
visibly presented, and mod- 
ern Arab literature should 
help transfer the delicious 
taste of our modern cul- 
ture's beauty to Arabs and 
the world outside as well.” 
she said. 

Being a chief editor of a 
children's magazine for 
more than 30 years. Mama 
Lubna received hundreds 
of letters from children 
asking for information ab- 
out everything in life — 
peoples, policies, history, 
space, nature,, animals, 
heroes, etc. 

Unfortunately, Arab wri- 
ters have the wrong belief 
regarding children, she 
said. 

"They are more intelli- 
gent than we may think.” 
said Mr. Yousef who wrote 
300 books for children and 
was awarded 15 prizes. 
"Direct advise is futile.” he 
said- “Children's literature 

is not a bunch of informa- 
tion to be poured in their 
little minds, rather it is a 
kind of music.” 

Eager to agree. Mama 
Lubna said “Arab chil- 
dren’s writers stick to edu- 
cational hypotheses that 
prevent their works from 


flying in or enjoying the 
real world of children. To 
write for children, Arab 
men of letters tend to first 
consider several limita- 
tions, such as critics' opin- 
ions, restrictions of the cen- 
sorship department, etc. 
As a result, their tales and 
stories sound typical of 
school curricula usually 
hated by children.” 

Open-mindedness is re- 
quired, according to Mama 
Lubna. “We do not need to 
be too educational, too res- 
trictive or too watchful. 
Sarcasm is part of chil- 
dren's personalities and 
their formation. So, enter- 
taining, funny, charming, 
and adventurous topics 
strengthen the ties between 
adult writers and children 
readers.” 

Comparing the Arab 
World with several foreign 
countries, “we seem infer- 
tile regarding the number 
of publications and other 
types of media addressed to 
children,” said Mama Lub- 
na. "There are 33 monthly 
children's magazines in the 
former East Germany 
alone, while 18 axe issued 
in West Germany.” 

The most successful chil- 
dren’s magazines are in Ita- 
ly, France, and Britain, 
according to Mama Lubna. 
although the U.S. is a 
pioneer in dealing with 



Notaila Rashed, 'Mama 

children's literature. Amer- 
ica is a leader as measured 
by die number of periodic- 
als. daily columns, transla- 
tions. and symposiums 
alloted to this kind of liter- 
ature. In addition, Cana- 
da’s cinema for children's is 
the greatest ever as it used 
to bestow annual interaa- 


Lubna’ 

tional prizes. 

On a recent visit to Jor- 
dan. Mama Lubna and her 
husband Abdul Tawwab 
Yousef, secretary general 
of the Egypt Writers Union 
spoke to the Jordan Times 
about their approach to 
•writing for children. 
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Swedishpremief resigns after poU 
defeat; Carlson to form government 


STOCKHOLM (R) — Swed- 
ish Social Democratic Party 
leader Ingvar Carlsson said 
Monday he will form a new 
government after winning a 
general election Sunday as 
voters swung left. 

Defeated Prime Minister 
Carl Bildt earlier handed in 
the resignation of his centre- 
right coalition. Mr. Carlsson, 
who failed to get an overall 
majority, said he would dis- 
cuss details of a new adminis- 
tration with >the speaker of 
Sweden’s parliament. 



Mr. Carlsson, speaking af4 
ter winning 162 of 349 seats in' 
parliament in a general elec- 
tion Sunday. Said he would 
seek to form art-* 4 effective 
government of < 
a dear indicatic 
to rale with a 
ernment.- 
He said bd was confident of 
obtaining support from Other 
parties in parliament for- leg- 
islation, adding/ he had 
formed a team - of Social 
Democratic Party (SDP) per- 
sonnel to pick a new cabinet. 


nonty gdy- 



Sweden’s Social Democratic Party and tbe oppdfoian leader, 
Ingvar Carlsson (right) and the party secretary Sahhxr 
look pleased after seeing the first official dectidU 
Sunday. Carlsson today a gj ^ed to form the new 
after receiving 45.4 per cent of the votes, and 
incumbent centre-right adminstration of Carl 
photo) f 

4 ^ 


Mr. Carlsson fell 13 seats 
short of winning an overall 
majority in Sunday's elec- 
tion. 

He led Sweden from 1986 

— after then-prime minister 
Olof Palme was assassinated 

— until his government was 
ousted in 1991 by Mr. Bildt's 
coalition. 

Mr. Bildt banded his 
centre-right coalition's res- 
ignation to parliamentary 
Speaker Ingegerd Trocdsson, 
who was expected to ask Mr. 
Carlsson to form a new gov- 
ernment. 

Mr. Bildt then went to 
officially inform Sweden's 
monarch. King Carl XVI 
Gustaf, of his decision to 
resign after three years in 
office. 

Mr. Carlsson hinted Sun- 
day evening that he may seek 
approval for legislation on a 
case-by-case basis in parlia- 
ment and might not form an 
official coalition with any 
party. 

Leftist parties have de- 
clared they are ready to 
cooperate with the centre-left 
SDP but Mr. Carlsson bas 
said he would prefer to 
cooperate with tbe centrist 
Liberal Party. 

Mr. Carlsson, looking ex- 
hausted after late-night 
celebrations at his party 
headquarters, said he was 
seeking “a new atmosphere” 
in parliament. 

Sunday’s election results 
showed a strong shift to the 
left across the country, but 
Mr. Bildt said the shift was 
tactical rather than ideologic- 
al. 

“They were protest* votes 
rather than an ideological 
movement to the left,” he 
told reporters after handing 


in his resignation. 

Tbe 45-year-old conserva- 
tive, whose moderate mone- 
tarist policies proved too dry 
for Swedish voters, warned 
Mr. Carlsson that the shift to 
the left would not provide 
any answers to Sweden’s 
pressing economic problems. 

Financial markets agreed 
Monday morning and 
marked down shares, bonds 
and the Swedish crown, 
although the fall was control- 
led and not as drastic as some 
market players had expected. 

Traders said they were 
anxiously awaiting Mr. Carl- 
sson's plans for government 
before they made any long- 
term decisions about the 
value of their Swedish hold- 
ings. 

Mr. Carlsson repeated 
Monday that be considered 
Swedish voters — despite tbe 
shift to the left — had given 
him an open mandate to take 
whatever action was neces- 
sary to curb a huge debt and a 
burgeoning budget deficit. 

Mr. Bildt’s four-party 
coalition had a bad night, 
though his own moderate 
(Conservative) Party polled 
an unchanged result and was 
comfortably the second 
largest party in Sweden, with 
80 seats. 

One partner, tbe Christian 
Democrats, edged just above 
the minimum 4.0 per cent of 
votes needed to sit in parlia- 
ment. 

Another partner, the 
Liberal Party, tipped as a 
able coalition aiiy for the 
dal Democrats, lost seven 
of its 33 seats and may also 
have lost its leader, Bengt 
Wester berg, who pledged to 
quit if the party performed 
woise than in 1991. 


Pakistan divided over strike call 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Pakis- 
tan braced Monday for a 
general strike called by 
opposition leader Nawaz 
Sharif as part of his campaign 
•to oust Prime Minister Be- 
nazir Bhutto. 

Mr. Sharif s call for a strike 
Tuesday, denounced by/the 

K mment as illegal, -J has 
ed fears of., unrest. * . 
The former, prime . rninis- 
ter’s tactic . follows- hi* train 
tour of the country earlier 
this month, which he said had 
demonstrated popular dis- 
satisfaction with the govern- 
ment. 

Analysts said the strike was 


unlikely to affect bus ser- 
vices, railways, ports, air- 
ports or main industries, but 
might dose shojgp, markets 
and small businesses. 

The Federation of Pakistan 
Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry announced Sunday 
it leave its'members to hiake 
up their Own minds whether 
to support the strike. / ■ '• ' 

" None of the major*trade 
unions has responded to Mr. 
Sharif scall and several Union 
leaders Voiced hostility.' “We 
are absolutely against , the 
strike,” said Ishtiaq? Ahmad 
Aasi, vice-president of the 


Pakistan Railways Em- 
ployees Union. 

Haroon Rasbeed. presi- 
dent of the Karachi Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry 
(KCCI), said his organisation 
would take no pan. 

However, Tariq Saeed, an 
influential former president 
of KCCI, said everyone in 
Pakistan should join the pno- 
• test. i . . 

Azhar -Saeed Butt.-.cbair- ' 
man of .the- Lahore-based all*^ 
Pakistan Traders Association 
. said most shopkeepers would 
•ijstay open as usual unless 
5 party militants forced them to 
.. close. 


Malaysia detains another Sect leader 


KUALA LUMPUR (R) — 

A senior official of the ban- 
ned Muslim sect A1 Arqam, 
who was once an aide to 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Anwar Ibrahim, has been de- 
tained under Malaysia’s 
harsh Internal Security Act, 
police said Monday. 

Mohammad Hassan 
Mohtar. 43, was picked up 
Saturday in Rawang just 
north of Kuala Lumpur, 
National Police Headquar- 
ters spokesman Mohammad • 
Ramli Mohammad said. 

He is the seventh member 
of the sect, banned, last 
month as a “devationist 
cult,” to be arrested under 
the act, which allows for de- 
tention for up to two years 
without trial. 

Mr. Hassan was described 
as the operations chief of tbe 
sect, which boasts 100,000 
sympathisers in Malaysia and 


abroad. Police said he was in 
charge of its day-to-day acti- 
vities and was a director of A1 
Arqam’s business epnglomer- 
ate which daim& assets of 
$115 million. 

Mr. Hassan became Mr.* 
Anwar’s personal secretary in 
1982 shortly after Mr. Anwar 
joined the’’ ruling United 
Malays National Organisa- 
tion. Mr. Anwar, -.once an 
Islamic firebrand, was him- 
self jailed under the Internal 
Security Act for 20 months in 
the mid-1970s and has called 
for a reform of the act,' 

State-run television will 
soon broadcast what police 
say is a confession by AT. 
Arqam’s founder and leader/ 
Ashaari Mohammad in which? 1 
he admits he is a fraud. In-', 
formation Minister Moham- 
mad Rahmat said. 

Mr. Ashaari has-been in 
police custody for jthe past^ 


two weeks after he was de- 
ported from Thailand, where 
he had lived for six years in 
self-imposed exile. 

Mr. Ashaari’s admissions 
will be broadcast “as soon as 
the materials are ready,” Mr. 
Mohammad told reporters 
Sunday evening. 

Mr. Mohammad last 
month said 17 former A1 Ar- 

S i members would be para- 
on state-run television to 
testify about what be called 
foe deviant nature of the sect 
but the broadcast has yet to 
be aired. 

National Police Chief Rahim 
?Noor said last week that Mr. 
jLAshaari, under interrogation 
by the police special branch 
intelligence wing, admitted 
that his claim to have mystic- 
al powers was a ruse to 
attract followers. 


Chretien vows Canada wULstay united 


QUEBEC (R) — Canadian 
Prime Minister Jean Chretien 
has vowed, a week after 
Quebec elected a separatist 
government, to persuade 
Quebeckers not to choose 
independence in next year’s 
referendum. 

In his first major speech 
since the separatist Parti 
Quebecois provincial legisla- 
ture, Mr. Chretien said he 
was confident Quebeckers 
would not decide to secede in. 
the referendum. 

“I want to assure all Cana- 
dians, with all the confidence' 
that I have in my heart, that 
after the referendum is over, 
we will be able to celebrate 
(Canada’s Independence- 
Day) July 1 , 1995, as a proud, 
prosperous, generous an<T 
above all, united country, 1 ?, 
Mr. Chretien said to a stand- 
ing ovation at the Canadian 
Chamber of Commerce 
annual meeting in this pro-' 
vindal capital. 

Mr. Chretien, who was vir- 
tually silent throughout the 
seven-week campaign leading 
up to Quebec's election East 
week, said he would work 
har d to convince people in 
the mainly French-speaking 
province they arc better off in 
Canada. 

“The first responsibility of 
the prime minister of Canada ■ 
is to ensure the unity of the' 


country,” said Mr. Chretien, 
a native Quebecker and 
staunch supporter of keeping 
the province within Canada. 
“Let there be no doubt. This 
I wifi do.” 

Although Mr. Chretien 
said he expected the upcom- 
ing referendum debate to be 
passionate and emotiorfal, he 
urged Quebeckers not to let 
it cause- rifts as a previous 
vote aid in 1980. when 


Liberals — makes the separ- 
. atists' job even harder. 

Political analysts had said 
the Parti Quebecois needed 
to win at least 50 per cent of 
the popular vote in order to 
give it a good chance in the 
referendum. 

Most Quebeckers said they 
voted for the Parti Quebecois 
more as a change from nine 
years of Liberal government 
that left high taxes and 
’double-digit inflation than as 


Quebeckers rejected a form _ — 

of sovereignty b)£a tfcfree-to- 1* tacit 
two margin after a bitter and Mr. Quetien seized 
divisive battle. is - - that fact and spent half of his 
“We saw in 1980 the diyi-j/ speech to the Chamber of 
sions referenda createrfr] soci-^P; Commerce talking about how 
ety,” Mr. Oiretien®®! “To: "Canada’s economy is turning 
k ‘ /; around. 

“I will offer my fellow 
Quebeckers the challenge of 


day, we must nnriU&sc divK 
sions and ensure that we win 
be able to heal the wouncS 
and finally.?!!! the issue be- 
hind xaZ’ - 
The Parti Quebecois under 
Premier-Elect Jacques 
Parizeau has vowed to work 
towards independence for 
Quebec, and it plans to bold 
a referendum within eight to 
10 months. 

However, public opinion 
.polls shag* the majority of 
Quebeckett are not m favour 
of an outright divorce from 
Canada. A very sfim wm in 
the election in terrfS of popu- 
lar vote — 45 per cent fof the 
Parti Quebecois compared 
with 44 per cent for the 
* 9 


devoting their talents and 
energies, as they have in the 
past, to bunding a country 1 
that spans hall of North 
America, a country that is 
one of the great industrial 
powers of the world.” 

* “Above all, I will... con- 
centrate on pro viding 
good government, on prom- . 
otang jobs and economic 
growth, on getting our fiscal 
abuse in order, on modernis- 
ing the roles and responsibili- 
ties of the federal govem- 
; meat,” be said. “I am con- 
.vinced, that this is what all 
^Canadians want.’ 


1 dead, 

10 hurt in 
blast on 
Greek 
police bus 

ATHENS (R) — A senior 
,Greek police officer was kil- 
led and 10 people were 
wounded Monday when a 
remote-controlled guerrilla 
bomb wrecked a bus ferrying 
police employees to work, 
police said. % 

“The bomb was placed on 
the pavement where the bus 
makes its usual stop every 
day to take police officers to 
work,” a police spokesman 
told Reuters. “It was a very 
strong blast and passers-by 
were also injured.” 

Three of die injured were 
in serious condition in hospit- 
al, he said. 

Tbe blast wrecked the 
large blue police bus. Mowing- 
out its grilled front windows, 
when it stopped in tbe west- 
ern suburb of Perisos on the 
routine trip to police head- 
quarters. libe bomb also blew 
out windows in nearby 
bouses and shops. 

“The bomb was detonated 
by remote control from a 
distance of 30 to 40 metres. 
We are now trying to deter- 
mine the make of the explo- 
sives,” he said. 

Police were focusing on 
leftist Greek guerrilla groups 
which have attacked similar 
police targets in the past. 

Apostolos Velios, a de- 
partment bead at the Athens 
Aliens Bureau, was boarding 
tbe bus when the bomb went 
off. He died soon after arrival 
in hospital. 

An anonymous caller told 
the private Athens radio sta- 
tion Skaj that tbe extreme 
left-wing November 17 guer- 
rilla group carried out the 
attack but police said they 
were sceptical as to whether 
die call was genuine. 

“The caller said November 
17 carried oat a ‘rocket 
attack' but it wasn’t a rocket, 
it was a remote-controlled 
bomb,” the police spokes- 
man said. 

November 17, which has 
killed 20 Greeks and fore- 
igners since 1975, has used 
both rockets and remote- 
controlled bombs in attacks 
on police, foreign diplomats 
and businesses. 

Qne police officer was kil- 
led in 1985 when the group 
blasted a police bus in central 
Athens. 

The last attack on a police 
bus occurred in February 
1992 when a remote-! 
controlled bomb injured 18 
riot policemen. Responsibil- 
ity was claimed by another 
leftist group, the revolution- 
ary Popular Struggle (ELA). 

“It is still early to deter- 
mine who was behind the 
attack,” Public Order Minis- 
ter Stelios Papatbemehs told 
reporters. 



A LIVING GODDESS: Matfnya, an eight-year- 
old Nepali girl who is revered as the firing 
goddess Kumari, sits in her golden chariot 
! during the Indra Jatra Festival in the Nepalese 
j rnpifai The girl lives in a 16th century official 
I residence, and is only taken oat once yearly on 


the occasion of the Indra Jatra religions 
Festival. Mafnya wfll no longer be Kumari 
when she reaches puberty or when any bodfly 
fqjury causes her to bleed, as Mood flows only 
from tbe bodies of humans and not those of 
gods (AFP photo) 


Democrats win in Kong Kong elections 

spokesman 


HONG KONG (R) — Pro- 
democracy parties dominated 
Hong Kong’s first fully demo- 
cratic polls since Governor 
Chris Patten’s electoral re- 
forms were poshed through 
in the face of fierce Gnnese 
ition, results Monday 


Thepro-Beijing parties, in 
their first real outing, fared 
slightly better than expected, 
with foe conservative busi- 
ness lobby performing slight- 
ly below predictions. 

The results signal parfy 
has become a force in 
Kong less than three 
years before it reverts to Chi- 
na on June 30, 1997, {politi- 
cians and academics said. 

They expect the trend to be 
-more marked in next year’s 
higher-level elections, parti- . 
cularly for the fop-tier Leg- 
islative Council. 

Conservative business 
candidates garnered only 30 
seats while the main pro- 
Beijing parfy won 37. 

“On the whole Fm quite 
happy,” said Yeung Sam, a 


for tbe largest 
party, the 

foiled Democrats-Meetinj 
Point Alliance that 
the poll with 77 seats. 

A smaller mamsteam pro- 
democracy party took 29 
seats, giving the pro- 
democracy camp control of 
five of tbe 18 district boards, 
which arc responsible for 
forming a committee to 
choose 10 of the Legislative 
Council’s 60 seats next year. 

Only 20 of the Ixgpfative 
Council’s seats will be direct- 
ly elected, with the remain- 
der standing in occupation- 
based functional constituen- 
cies elected by Hong Kong’s 
working populati on. 

Independents took 50 per 
cent or the seats decided. It 
remains to be seen whether 
the victorious independents 
null declare a parfy affiliation 
or remain non-aligned, but 
academics suggest many will 
tilt toward me conservative 
business camp. 

China’s insistence it will 


disband the newly-elected 
district boards, along with the 

m unicip al councils and tile 

Legislative Council, after 
1997 did not deter pro- 
Beijing candidates from 
standing. Nor did it scare off 
voters. 

A survey by the University 
of Hong Kong for the Ming 
Pao newspaper showed 67 
per cent opposed Beijing dis- 
banding trie district boards. 
Of the 7,000 respondents, 67 
per cent said. Beijing’s dis- 
approval made no difference 
to their vote. 

Mr. Patten needed in- 
creased turnout figures to 
vindicate the decision to 
press on with Democratic re- 
forms at theepst of rpptujjng 
relations, with Cbina r He rat ; 
led the turnout excellent. 

“I have. to say that the 
turnout in the elections 
here... is higher than the last 
local elections through which 
I had a responsibility in the 
United Kingdom,” he told 
reporters. 


Far right makes gains in Austrian poll 

VENN 
far rig! 

(FPOe) 


VIENNA (AFP) — Austria’s 
for right Freedom Party 
made startling gains 
in regional elections Sunday 
in the Voralberg province in 
the west of the country, three 
weeks ahead of general elec- 
tions, official results showed. 

For the first time in a 
regional election, the 
nationalistic FPOe beat the 
Social Democrats (SPOe), 
the senior partner in Au- 
stria’s two-party coalition. 

Joerg Haider, who suffered 


a setback in June when Au- 
strians voted to join the 12- 
nation European Union, ral- 
lied the FPOe to win 18.6 per 
cent of tire votes in Sunday’s 
pod, 2.5 per cent up on the 
last electron in 1989, against 
16.3 per cent for tbe SPOe, 
down 5.1 percentage points 
on five years ago. 

Tbe result gave the Free- 
dom Parfy seven scats in tire 


ner, the conservative Peo- 
ple’s Party (OeVP), held on 
to power in the province, 
despite a 1.1 point drop in 
support, netting 49.8 per cent 
of the vote and an absolute 
majority of 20 seats. 

The Green Party also im- 
proved on its 1989 score, 
taking 7.7 per cent of the 
vote, one percentage point 
better than last time, consoli- 


36-member regional assem- . dating earlier regional gains 
My. in Tyrol, Salzburg and Carin- 

The SPOe’s coalition part- thia. 


IAEA chief calls for stiffer 
policing of nuclear trafficking 


VIENNA (AFP) — IAEA 
Director General Hans Blix 
railed Monday for an interna- 
tional meeting of government 
experts to prepare urgent me- 
asures to stamp out traffick- 
ing in radioactive materials. 

Opening the annual gener- 
al assembly of the 121-nation 
International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA), Mr. Box 
said be was ready to set up a 
round table of government 
experts “that could recom- 
mend specific action which 
could be taken promptly.” 
The experts could meet in 
Vienna as soon as the first 
half of next month, sources 
dose to the agency said. 

The week-long IAEA 
assembly is to discuss foe 
trafficking issue at the re- 
quest of the European Un- 
ion, which has become in- 
creasingly concerned at the 
quantities of nudear contra- 
band seized in recent months. 
A draft resolution has been 
drawn up to ask Mr. Blix to 
current measures to 
nbat trade. 

On the issue of North 
Korea’s controversial nudear 
programme, also topping the 
assembly’s agenda, Mr. Blix 
said die IAEA was still un- 
able to ascertain whether 
Pyongyang had declared all 
die nuclear materials it pos- 


stockpiling enriched pluto- 
nium in an effort to acquire 
nudear weapons, an allega- 
tion that it denies. 

A stand-off on the issue 
between North Korea and 
the United States peaked last 
June with a threat of interna- 
tional sanctions, but has sub- 
sequently eased. 

A moderately-worded re- 
solution on North Korea has 
been drafted for the assembly 
to take into account or 
negotiations between 
gyang and Washington. 

Pyongyang pulled out of 
the IAEA last June and has 
turned down an invitation to 
attend the assembly. 

Mr. Blix advised delegates 
that tbe cases of North Korea 
and Iraq have “raised ques- 
tions about the reliability of 
commitments mader 
the (Nuclear Non- 
Proliferation) Treaty and 
point to the need for streng- 
thening verification under the 
treaty.” 

Verifications should be re- 
garded by member nations 
“not as intrusions into their 
sovereignty but as opportuni- 
ties to demonstrate com- 
pliance with important inter- 
national obligations,” he 


He warned of unresolved 
“inconsistencies” between 
North Korean statements and 
die findings of international 
inspection teams. 

North Korea, one of the 
world’s last hardline Com- 
munist states, is suspected of 


He expressed regret that 
many nations imposed res- 
trictions regarding the 
nationality of inspectors at 
their nudear sites. 

. On Tuesday, on the side- 
lines of tiie assembly, officials 
will start collecting signatures 
for a convention etekii&g 
security norms in tbe 430 
nudear power plants in op- 


eration around the world. 

The initiative for the con- 
vention, adopted by the 
IAEA last June, was taken 
after the April 1986 Cher- 
nobyl disaster -in Ukraine. 

The convention will take 
effect mice it has been signed 
by 22 countries, including 17 
which possess nudear power 
plants. 

Mr. Bfibt noted that a ma- 
jor effort would be required 
over several years to ensure 
.security at nudear installa- 
tions in the former Soviet 
Union and Eastern Europe. 
He observed there was a con- 
sensus on the need for a new 
convention on the disposal of 
nudear wastes, particularly 
one that would bar dumping 
at sea. 

The assembly will also dis- 
cuss a request by Israel for a 
resumption of technical aid, 
cut off after it bombarded an 
Iraqi reactor at Tamuz in 
1981. 

On Sunday India’s former 
Atomic Energy Commission 
chief said the country posses- 
sed & nudear weapons capa- 
bility and urged the govern- 
ment not to abandon its bal- 
listic missile programme. 

In an interview with the 
Indian Express newspaper, 
M.R. Srinivasan said India 
should not hesitate to assert 
that it will maintain itg nuc- 
lear weapons capability as 
long as other natio ns do. 

Last month India reacted 
angrily following an admis- 
sion by former Pakis tani pre- 
mier Nawaz Sharif that Isla- 
mabad possessed a nudear 
bomb. 


Ditched wife says 
It with food 

LONDON (R) — A spomed 
British housewife took re- 
venge on her husband by 
tearing IS paddling poo* 5 “ " 
led with rotting food in the 
home she had to leave, a 



Dee Knight. 36, dished up 
the treat for her 60-year-old 
husband, John, who asked 
for a divorce just two months 
after they married and 
walked out a year later, tbe 
Sun reported. In a story tag- 
ged exclusive and illustrated 
with photographs of Ms. Dee 
and the pink plastic pools, 
the newspaper said the angry 
wife took a week to prepare 
the food before the date set 
for Handin g over the house 
keys to lawyers representing* 
her husband. Tbe poob were 
filled with, among other 
things 300 es»is of chicken 
soup, two dozen rotting 
prawns, 50 stinking fish 
heads, 180 lbs (81 kg) of 
mashed potato, two dozen 
apples, a gallon (4.5 litres) of . 
custard and more than 1,300 
tea bags. Ms. Dee told the 
newspaper before she left tbe 
£250,000 (5390,000) bouse on 
the British island of Jersey in 
the English Channel she 
spent more than £300 (5470) 
on her revenge. 

New York City 
Opera triumphs t 
with Lakme 

NEW YORK (AP) — 
Lakme, an opera by Leo 
Delibes set in 19th century 
India, has lush, romantic 
melodies. In tbe performance 
by the New York City Opera 
it also had a shining cast with 
tiie ruby in the crown’s centre 
Elizabeth Futral as Lakme. 
On Saturday night at the New 
York State Theatre, Futral 
was totally captivating, as 
beautiful and graceful as the 
libretto says, and sounding 
dear and pore. The “Bell 
Song,” a famous coloratura 
aria often lifted out for con- 
certs, gained a great deal in 
context. Futral sang it 
flawlessly, hitting notes 
listeners feared she’d miss, 
and added the complex emo- 
tions Lakme was feeling. 
Julia Anne Wolf made her 
debut as Lakme's servant. 
She has a lovely voice and 
their first-act duet was - 
beautiful. Richard Drews was » 
the tenor, singing - very wriF? 
with a tightly focused tone. 
He was no match for Futral in 
tonal warmth and sounded a 
bit tired toward foe end. Ron 
Baker, Ms English soldier 
sidekick. Joseph Corteg- 
giano, Lakme’s father; and 
Jonathan Green, her body- 
guard, all were very good. 
Lakme is considered an in- 
carnation of a Hindu god- 
dess. An English soldier wan- 
ders into her garden and they ' 
fall in love. Her father, sens- 
ing there has been an intrud- 
er in a garden considered 
sacred, vows to kill him. He 
Ibices Lakme to sing at a 
public festival to smoke out 
her admirer. It works. Her 
father stabs the man, but her 
servants cany him to a cave 
and she brings him back to 
health. When she realises 
he’ll go back to his English' 
fiancee and regiment, she 
poisons herself. But before 
she dies, they drink holy wa- 
ter which binds them forever. ' 
The New York CSty Opera 
opened this season with 
Madama Butterfly. 

Britons to cross 
Atlantic in , 1 

pedal boat 

LAGOS, Portugal (AFP) — 
Two young Britons are to set 
off this week in an attempt to 
cross the Atlantic in a pedal 
boat, the Lusa News Agency 
reported Sunday. Steve 
Smith, 27, and Jason Lewis, 
26, are due to leave this port 
city Tuesday or Wednesday 
on the trans-Atlantic leg of a 
bid to pedal round the globe. 
They left Greenwich, Eng- 
land on Jnly 12. The boat 
trip, scheduled to last three 
months, will take them to 
Miami, Florida. Their small 
wooden craft, dubbed Mock- 
sha (Freedom in Sanskrit), 
measures eight by IS metres 
(26 by five feet), and was 
spedaily constructed to with- 
stand violent storms. It is 
equipped with a radio and 
radar. The pair, who plan to 
be home by 1996, arc being 
aided by various European 
newspaper, UNESCO, and 
other contributors including 
the British army, which gave 
them 250 kilograms (550 
poun ds) of special energy- 
providing food products, Tbe 
pedallers hope to be in Alas- 
ka by the spring, and then 
will set off for Japan, China 
and Europe. If they succeed 
mey say they will be foe first 

to cross the Atlantic by ped- 
al, from Europe to America 
Jne two wfll also be trying to 
Jroak the record that was. 

formerly set crossing -the 

ocean using only human pow- 
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rifian, one of seven wounded including 
soldiers, is rushed into the besieged 
al’s Kosevo Hospital for injuries caused 
n exploding ballet after Bosnian Sorb 


forces fired mortars and anti-aircraft cannon 
into Sarajevo. This was the heaviest fighting to 
erupt in the city since the signing of a ceasefire 
agreement seven months agoffiEFP photo) 


kistani army launches search for arms 
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ACH! (AFP) — The 
tam army, hacked by 
:e and paramilitary 
«s. launched a massive 
down here Monday as 
eath toll in three days of 
riun violence rose to 12. 
’ah. said. 

oops cordoned off the 
‘ congested Lines Area 
:curiry personnel con- 
'd house-to-house sear- 
tor weapons and crimin- 
hey said. 

' sidenrs said an unde- 
d curfew was in effect, 
■i one was being allowed 
tier or leave the area, 
■rising ID.tKRl to 15.* MK1 
residents told AFP 
■ the telephone, 
e operation comes in the 
• of an escalation in 
rian and ethnic conflict 
'.s southern port city. Six 
arters of the Sunni Mus- 
iipah-e-Sahaha Pakistan 
) were killed Friday. 


And in what was seen as 
tit-for-tat killings, another six 
activists of their rival Shi'irc 
sect’s Teh re ek-e-Jafria Pakis- 
tan were gunned down the 
next dav. officials said. 


protest agairist^Prime Minis- 
ter Benazir Bfi’utto's eovcrn- 


The security officials re- 
fused to comment on how 
long the operation would 
last. There have been no 
arrests, officials added. The 
crackdown was to preempt 
expected ethnic and sectarian 
clashes, thev said. 


Officials said intelligence 
reports had indicated" that 
militants from the two secta- 
rian parties, as well as from 
the rival factions of the 
ethnic-based Mohajir Oaunii 
Movement (MOM) were us- 
ing the area as a base of 
operations. 

The crackdown comes on 
the eve of opposition leader 
Nawaz Sharif s call for a 
nationwide strike Tuesday to 


menr. 

The army r ^hiLs been de- 
ployed in southern Sind pro- 
vince since June 1992 in an 
effort to curb ethnic and 
sectarian violence and a 
growing crinfii Tate. 

The "MQNfcVjwhich repre- 
sents Urdu-&0eaking mig- 
rants from after parti- 

tion of the .subcontinent in 
1947. remain* - the second 
largest political party in 
Sind province, following 
Ms. Bhutto's Pakistan Peo- 
ples Party. .... 

Several MOM leaders re- 
main in jail iirrder assorted 
charges of arson, sedition and 
murder. MQM' r chief. Altaf 
Hussain lives - : &i self-exile in 
London. Rec&nt talks be- 
tween the gdvemmnet and 
the MOM faffed to produce 
results after the MOM pulled 
out. 

* 


evardnadze in Sochi for Abkhaziatalks 


31. Russia (R) — Geor- 
' eader Eduard Shevard- 
flew* to Sochi Monday 
Iks with President Boris 
•.n and the leader of the 
away region of Abkha- 
i the long-running con- 
n the former Soviet re- 


dav. by Russian Defence 
Minister Pavel Grachev. 


was welcomed at the 
. Sea resort, where Mr. 
m is on his summer holi- 


Mr. Yeltsin, mediating in 
the dispute across Russia's 
southern border, planned to 
meet Mr. Shevardnadze first 
and Abkhazia's Vladislav 
Ardzinba two hours later. 
ITAR-TASS news agency 
said. 


At issue is the fate of some 


dian army protects villages * 


2511.000 ethnic Georgians, 
chased out ofjheir homes by- 
Abkhazian separatists last 
year after blobdy fighting. 
Tbilisi wants t$ie refugees to 
be allowed tq?mum. 

But Abkhazia does not 
want them alt back as they 
would form a.'majoriiy of the 
population, abd compromise 
its bid for independence, so 
far unrec ognised. 




io repulsed Kashmir guerrillas 




a- bo 


_ 1MU, India (AP) — The 
,i army surrounded a 
~:e village in Kashmir 
. lay to protect villagers 
"had fought off maraud- 
; . Euslim separatists, in the 
' jun battle between civi- 
..and the rebels in the five 
insurrection. 

_ ficials said the clash was 
•ult of an army crack- 
■ this year which has 
d many militia groups to 
their urban strongholds 
“ te forests further south. 

ea dominated by Hindus 
’ oppose the rebel cam- 
' i for Kashmir's inde- 
ence. 

ire than 9,500 people 
• ' been killed since Mus- 
discontent with Indian 
- erupted into a guerrilla 
in late 1989. 
dusk Saturday, about 40 
•" -'-^riallas surrounded 
anaskote, a mixed 
lim-Hindu village of 
at ly 500 families near the 
istan frontier 160 
nerres (300 miles) from 


Jammu, the winter capital of 
the Indian state of Jammu- 
Kashmir. 

Police said the raiders in- 
tended to loot the village, but 
were surprised when the 
villagers — some of them 
retired army soldiers pulled 
out bolt action hunting rifles 
and relumed the rebel fire 
from automatic weapons. 


“Now, more people will be 
emboldened. It will be an eye 
opener for other villagers," 
said B.R. Kundal, the local 
administrator of Jammu re- 
gion. 


In the four-hour battle, 
four militants were killed and 
12 wounded, while two civi- 
lians were killed and eight 
were injured, police said. 
The militants fled with their 
casualties. 

Fearing retribution from 
the militants, the army sent a 
force to the village to set up a 
protective cordon. 


Government officials were 
happy that local people had 
shown resistance for the first 
time. 

“Earlier, the villagers 
would meekly submit to the 
rebels, said Ashok Sun, the 
inspector-general of police. 


The guerrillas' move into 
the Hmdu-doHtinated south 
of Jammu-l&ashmir has 
forced nearly 400 Hindu 
families to flee from vulner- 
ably isolated Villagers. It also 
has polarised Hindus and 
Muslims, who often are 
viewed as sympathetic to the 
rebels. 

Jammu-Kasfimir is the only 
state with a Muslim majority 
in predominantly Hindu In- 
dia. Most of -the Muslim live 
in the Kashmir Valley in the 
north where the- insurrection 
is centred. The;Jammu region 
in the soutii is poorly 
guarded. 'Jt 

India and Pakistan have 
fought two wars over their 
rival claims ti* -Kashmir since 
their independence from Bri- 
tain in 1947. ■ 


iscard d’Estaing is keen on 
cond go as French president 




-4S (Agencies) — For- 
French President Valery 
ard d’Estaing positioned 
elf as a would-be candi- 
u» next year’s preside n- 
elections Monday, setting 
■:hf$ views on unemploy- 
t in an opinion column in 
conservative daily Le 
ro. 

c the first of three articles 
* devoted to “the return 
idl employment,” Mr. 
ard d’Estaing sniped at 
ie Minister Edouard Bal- 
- r’s attempts to reduce 
: ■asness, which he said 
«ted only of “circulars, 
2ls to public spiritedness 
complicated training 
. mes.” 

iere are 3.2 million un- 
ioyed in France. 


- « 68-year-old former 
■ 'dent, who ruled between 
-. and 1981, did not sped- 
jy say he would stand for 
idential office, but has 
-ned a full schedule of 
3 and television appeal- 
's this week which will 
- > him in the limelight, 
nalysts set Mr. CHscard 

. taing’s chances of win- 
as slight compared with 
e Of his chief rivals on the 


leader of the Gauilist Rally 
For the Republic (RPR), Jac- 
ques Chirac. 

Mr. G iscard d’Estaing’s is 
president of the centre-right 
component in the ruling 
right-wing coalition, the Un- 
ion for French Democracy 
(UDF). 

On the right, there is a 
plethora of potential candi- 
dates for the presidentials — 
due next April and May if 
ailin g President Francois Mit- 
terrand completes his term — 
but only one has formally 
declared he will stand, far- 
right National Front leader 
Jean-Marie Le Pen. 

Mr. Balladur and Mr. 
Chirac stopped short of for- 
mal declarations. So has for- 
mer Prime Minister 
Raymond Barra, although he 
recently published his 
“objectives for France.” 

Another rightist, Philippe 
De Vflliers, has also staked a 
claim. Fighting on a n anti- 
Europe, anii-GATT ticket, 
he won an honourable 12 per 
cent of the vote in European, 
elections held on June 12 last. 

On the left, analysts say 
the only candidate who 
would stand a chance of win- 


Commission ^President Jac- 
ques Delors.^fifbt he too has 
yet to decide whether or not 
he will run for office. 

Mr. Le Pelt kicked off 
France’s presidential cam- 
paign Sunday, becoming the 
first to enter what is shaping 
up as a bruising road to next 
spring’s elections. 

Mr. Le Pen; ’-.a perennial 
political gadftjr to France's 
current conservative govern- 
ment, was the first to declare 
himself a candidate to suc- 
ceed President Mitterrand 
who is scheduled to end 14 
years as head of state in May. 

“We must Bunt down the 
traitors ancT tiSose who are 
corrupt and Betiver them to 
justice,” Mr.' Le Pen told a 
crowd of abbot 10,000 sup- 
porters of his National Front 
at an annual autumn rally. 

If elected Bkfcaid be would 
draft a new constitution and 
“get France our of the fatal 
trap of a federal Europe.” 


He promfefc$ fiscal reform 
and ripped into immigration, 
which £• called “the source 
of all ills." 

This will be^Mr. Le Pen’s 
third shot af the Elysee 

Palscft .V-. 
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Muslims agree to halt Sarajevo attacks 


SARAJEVO (R) — Bosnian 
President Alija lzerbegovic 
agreed Monday to halt pro- 
vocative attacks Bosnian 
Serb around Sarajevo after 
U.N. peacekeepers 
threatened his forces with 
NATO air strikes, a U.N. 
official said. 

Mr. lzerbegovic and his 
military commander General 
Rasim' Delic reached the 
agreement at a meeting with 
General Sir Michael Rose af- 
ter Muslim and Serb forces 
battled Sunday. 

Gen. Ross, the U.N. 
peacekeeping commander in 
Bosnia, accused Muslims of 
starting the fighting to pro- 
voke Serb retaliation which 
could have prompted NATO 
air strikes against their posi- 
tions. 

He said: “I've told (the 
government): “If you don’t 
stop it immediately, we’ll be 
using air power against you.” 
We’ve already been in con- 
sultation with NATO on the 
targets.” 

U.N. spokesman Urn Spic- 
er said that at a separate 
meeting between peacekeep- 
ers and the two warring sides 
at Sarajevo Airport, agree- 
ment was reached on putting 
a U.N. observation post on 
the ridge outside Sarajevo 
where Sunday's fighting be- 
gan. 

Two people died and 18 
were wounded in the Bosnian 
capital’s worst shellling for 
seven months. 


lhe main U.N. relief agen- 
cy shut down its humanita- 
rian airlift to Sarajevo Mon- 
day after renewed fighting in 
the Bosnian capital, the U.N. 
High Commissioner for Re- 
fugees (UNHCR) said. 

“The airlift is down due to 
the worsening security situa- 
tion in Sarajevo," spokes- 
woman Alemka Lis inski told 
Reuters. 

French U.N. peacekeepers 
deployed anti-sniper patrols a 
day after the worst fighting 
for seven months. 

The Bosnian capital 
echoed to gunfire again Mon- 
day morning. 

Ms. Lisinski said the airlift 
was closed for the rest of the 
day. but “will hopefully re- 
sume on Tuesday.” 

Bosnian Serbs Monday re- 
leased a platoon of French 
peackeepers they took hos- 
tage at a Sarajevo weapons 
dump but did not hand back 
control of arms or ammuni- 
tion stored there, a U.N. 
spokeswoman said. 

The French had remained 
at the site after being freed 
but the Bosnian Serbs were 
still in charge of it together 
with three heavy mortars 
which they set up, she added. 

The Serbs detained the 
unit of between 20 and 30 
men Sunday by placing mines 
around the weapons dump 
they were guarding either 
during or after an outbreak of 
shelling between Muslim and 
Serb forces. 


ine mines were removed 
Monday morning and a 
French military source in 
Paris said: “There is no lon- 
ger any direct threat to the 
French soldiers. They are no 
longer blocked.’’ 

TTie U.N. said however the 
peacekeepers were still at the 
arms dump to monitor what 
was going on. 


city's civilians for a local tac- 
tical or political objective. I 
hope never to see another 
woman running with a child 
in her arms on the streets of 
Sarajevo thinking she’s about 
to die." 


Serb troops have fired with 
impunity on Sarajevo's only 
land link to the outside world 
for weeks with an anti- 
aircraft cannon that violates 
the heavy weapons exclusion 
zone. 


The weapons and ammuni- 
tion were surrendered to the 
U.N. by the Bosnian Serbs in 
February when NATO 
forced them to remove their 
siege guns from Sarajevo 
under threat of air strikes. 

Monday’s fighting erupted 
after Bosnian army troops 
attacked Serb forces on a 
ridge-line northeast of the 
city. Gen. Rose said it was a 
deliberate ploy to goad the 
Serbs into attacking Sarajevo 
and thereby force NATO to 
retaliate with air attacks 
against them. - 

Both sides used heavy 
weapons that have been banned by 
the United Nations. Large 
parts of the Bosnian capital 
came under mortar, 
machinegun and anti-aircraft 
cannon fire for the first time 
since Februiy. 


Critics nored Gen. Rose 
wasted no time getting tough 
with the Muslim-led govern- 
ment, even though the Un- 
ited Nations has often gone 
out of its way to conciliate the 
Serbs, named by numerous 
Security Council resolutions 
as the aggressor in Bosnia's 
war. 

NATO jets have hit the 
Serbs on several occasions, 
but only after prolonged and 
blatant violation of U.N. re- 
solutions. 

The Bosnian government 
has defended its actions 
around Sarajevo by saying 
that if the United Nations will 
not end the Serb siege, its 
own troops must try. Govern- 
ment sources pointed out that 
Serbs, not Muslims, were fir- 
ing at civilian targets. 

Sarajevo has been without 
running water, electricity or 
gas for five days because 
power supplies have been cut 
by the Serbs. 


An arms embargo has pit- 
ted mostly Muslim govern- 
ment troops with Kalash- 
nikovs and home-made gre- 
nade launchers against Serbs 
supplied with tanks and 
heavy artillery by Belgrade 
before the rump Yugosla- 
vians broke with their Bos- 
nian kin. 

If the United Nations or 
the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) were 
to strike at Bosnian govern- 
ment troops trying to break 
the crippling Serb siege on 
Sarajevo, their stock as im- 
partial mediators would rise 
on the Serb side of the line. 

But such an attack would 
provoke a firestorm of moral 
outrage from the Bosnian 
government, which would 
point to the 10,000 Sarajevans 
killed and another 50.000 
wounded during the Serb 
siege. 


Gen. Rose said the govern- 
ment wanted to “to create 
images of war for the world 
and to get us to respond with 
air power. 

“It's incomprehensible to 
the civilised mind that any- 
one could so endanger the 


More than 7.000 Muslims 
have been forced out by Serb 
“ethnic cleansers” in north- 
ern Bosnia since mid-July. 
U.N. and Red Cross workers 
say Serbs have used murder, 
rape, robbery, beatings an 
arson to force the expulsions. 


“Rose is being backed into 
a corner by both sides,” said 
a diplomat in Sarajevo who 
asked not to be named. 

“He will be the first casual- 
ty if he calls in NATO air 
strikes against the Bosnians. 
They would never have any- 
thing to do with him again, 
he’d have to leave.” 


Chechen 


rebels 

harden 


position 


TOLSTOY- YURT, Russia 
(AFP) — As the swish of 
fresh earth mingled with the 
moan of Muslim prayers, 
Chechen rebels burying their 
dead Sunday warned that too 
much blood had been spilled 
for further compromise. 

“The next step is war. 
There’s no other way," 
vowed Salman Djabrailyz, 
attending the burial of sol- 
diers killed in fighting outside 
the rebel stronghold of 
Tolstoy- Yurt Saturday. 

Both the government and 
Moscow-backed rebels had 
so far avoided a declaration 
of war, insisting they aree 
trying to preserve peace at all 
costs. 

But Beslan Gantemirov, 
the 31-year-old “top military 
commander” of the desper- 
ate rebel units, told AFP 
during Saturday's battle that 
“now we’re going to fight.” 

Another factor that could 
intensify the struggle for 
power in Chechenya — 
where clan loyalty and blood 
feuds still run deep — is the 
fact that among those killed 
Saturday was a cousin of re- 
bel leader Ruslan Khasbula- 
tov. 

Mr. Khasbulatov, best 
known as the former Russian 
parliamentary speaker who 
led the failed putsch last year 
against President Boris Yelt- 
sin. was mourning at his 
Tolstoy-Yurt base Sunday 
and would not talk ro jour- 
nalists. 

But his elder brother, 
Emlihan Khasbulatov, de- 
scribed the circumstances of 
his cousin's death as 
“treacherous.” 

Other rebels at the funeral 
said government troops had 
mutilated dead rebels, in- 
cluding gouging their eyes 
out, although this could not 
be verified independently. 

At least 150 men, including 
Gantemirov and rebel leader 
Umar Avturkhanov, 
attended the funeral. 

Ousters of weather-beaten 
mourners wearing dark jack- 
ets and felt or traditional 
Chechen hats chanted 
prayers around the gleaming 
white gravestones with blue 
Arabic inscriptions. 

The nine-hour battle Satur- 
day between about 500 tank- 
backed government troops 
and 300 opposition soldiers 
appeared to have been a 
sharp setback for the rebels 
at Tolstoy- Y urt , 20 
kilometres north of the capit- 
al Grozny. 

The government said it had 
seized control over a key 
road leading to Russian 
neighbouring Republic of 
Daghestan. 

Motley units of govern- 
ment soldiers,* unshaven and 
wearing headbands or ski- 
masks, also manned a check- 
point next to a burned-out 
rebel tank just two 
kilometres off one of the 
entrances to Tolstoy-Yurt. 

Rebels at Tolstoy-Yurt 
said at least 2Q of their sol- 
diers and more than three on 
the government side were kil- 
led Saturday. But other dead 
and wounded were still lying 
on the roadside where the 
fighting took place, rebel 
leaders said Sunday. 


30,000 flee volcanoes in Papua New Guinea 


PORT MORESBY (R) — 
Papua New Guinea Monday 
declared a state of emergency 
in the area surrounding the 
northeastern port town of 
Rabaul after 30,000 people 
fled erupting volcanoes and 
earth tremors on the island of 
New Britain. 

The volcanoes Vulcan and 
Tavurvur spewed smoke 
kilometres into the air and 
blanketed the town in hot ash 
and mud up to 75 centimetres 
(30 inches) thick, there were 
no official repons of deaths. 

The two volcanoes last 
erupted in 1937, killing more 
than 500 people, but there 
were no official reports of 
deaths this time. 

Australian Broadcasting 
Corporation -Radio said a 
helicopter pilot had seen 
pieces of debris the size of 
trucks coming out of one of 
the volcanoes, and what 
appeared to be boiling water 
in the harbour. 

The port, one of the big- 
gest copra and coconut-oil 
shipping centres in the Paci- 
fic. was closed along with the 


local airport. 

Evacuations began over 
the weekend when constant 
tremors on New Britain, 800 
kilometres northeast of Port 
Moresby, the capital, signal- 
led intensifying volcanoes 
activity. 

An earthquake registering 
five on the Richter Scale 
shook the area Sunday. 

Only a few residents stayed 
in the town to protect proper- 
ty- 

“I didn’t think it would be 
so bad," said Dominic 
Schmidt, a mechanic who was 
sheltering in the local 
emergency services office 
with 60 others who had de- 
cided to stay behind. 

Mr. Schmidt told Reuters 
by-telephone that he had sent 
his wife and five children 
away before the eruptions 
began but stayed behind to 
prevent thefts. 

Mr. Schmidt said the ash 
and smoke from the volca- 
noeshad turned day into night 
and that earth tremors were 
shaking the town long after 
the volcanoes. 


“I think it's quite alright 
for me to stay,” he said, 
adding that a few hundred 
villagers closer to the volca- 
noes had also decided to stay 
put. 

Their fate was not known. 

A Roman Catholic mission 
outside Rabaul reported 
there had been two casual- 
ties, a child struck by a car 
and a man hit by lightning 
from electrical storms associ- 
ated with the eruptions. 

“There is about a foot of 
ash in Rabaul," an Austra- 
lian missionary nurse at 
Vunapope General Hospital 
said in a statement received 
in Sydney. 

“The main concerns for the 
moment are cholera and a 
shortage of food," the nurse 
said. 

The Roman Catholic 
Archbishop of Rabaul. Karl 
Hesse, said mushroom clouds 
of smoke and ash had almost 
completely obscured the 
town , which lay 15 
kilometres north across the 
water from his house of 
Vunapope. 


“It all began early this 
morning with tremors minute 
after minute," he told the 
Australian Associated Press. 

“Then the eruptions be- 
gan. Lots of big mushrooms 
coming out, very thick and 
heavy, building up again and 
again, with the wind blowing 
it all in different directions. 

“Rabaul is pitch black, you 
can just about see the out- 
line of the mountains. Veiy 
thick smoke.” 

Aid workers said police 
were trying to re-enter the 
town after a change of wind 
began blowing ash in another 
direction. 

Many people were evacu- 
ated by road and sea to the 
town’ of Koko po . 20 
kilometres away. 

Tavurvur began erupting 
about 2015 GMT Sunday, 
followed bv Vulcan at about 
2115 GMT. 

Rabaul, headquarters of 
the German colonial adminis- 
tration in the early 1900s, has 
been built on a vast volcanic 
crater that has three active 
volcanoes inside it. 


Reynolds: Political risk in peace moves 


PERTH, Australia (Agen- 
cies) — Irish Prime Minister 
Albert Reynolds spoke Mon- 
day of the political risks he 
and his British counterpart, 
John Major, were taking in 
their joint bid to forge an 
enduring peace in Northern 
Ireland. 

Asked at a media confer- 
ence on the third day of his 
eight-day Australian tour 
why it bad taken 25 years* 
violence before a political 
strategy had been devised, he 
said: “I am a new leader and 
I have decided to take the 
political risks, and there are a 
lot of political risks, in taking 
this step forward. 

“And John Major decided 
to take those political risks 
with me. 

“We decided less than two 
years ago that the situation in 
Northern Ireland, as far as 
we two were concerned, was 
not going to be allowed to 
continue for another 25 


Mr. Major had become good 
friends, largely as a result of 
working together at the 
European level when he was 
Irish finance minister and 
Mr. Major was Britain’s 
chancellor of the exchequer. 

“We developed a personal 
relationship and a personal 
trust that carried us through a 
lot of the difficulties that 
arose along the way,” Mr. 
Reynolds said. 


been no victories or defeats, 
and all we were looking for- 
ward to for the next 25 years 
was more of the same. 

“But now we have an 
opportunity, after the Euro- 
pean Union has moved to set 
up a single market in Europe 
among 12 member states, to 
set up a single market for the 
island of Ireland.” 


years. 

*We were determined at 
least to try to change the 
situation and take the politic- 
al risks involved in it. And 
political risks there were, and 
tf they went wrong, well, you 
know where two leaders 
would finish up in that situa- 
tion.” 

Mr. Reynolds said he and 


He said he was aiming to 
establish a forum for peace 
and reconciliation by the end 
of October; towards that end 
he had already had talks with 
all political leaders and par- 
ties, including Sinn Fein, the 
political wing of the Irish 
Republican Army (IRA). 

Asked if he would urge 
Mr. Major to become in- 
volved in tails with the par- 
ties, including Sinn Fein, Mr. 
Reynolds said: “How soon the 
British government decides 
to talk to Sinn Fein is a 
matter for them.” 


Mr. Reynolds enthused ab- 
out what be called “the huge 
peace dividend” to be gained 
m relation to the economic 
and social development ora 
peaceful Ireland. 

“We have had 25 years’ 
violence,” he said. “It has 
been a stalemate. There have 


Such a move would benefit 
the whole of Ireland, espe- 
cially the North, he said. 

Studies had shown there 
was an opportunity for trade 
between North and South to 
develop by 100 per cent and 
by about 50 per cent from 
South to North. 

Ireland would become a far 
more attractive location for 
overseas investment which 
sought a peaceful environ- 
ment. Tourism would also 
receive a major injection be- 
cause of an improved image. 

“We are looking at an is- 
land ax peace with itself, no 
bombs and bullets and no 
funerals on TV screens," he 
said. “It will be a totally 
different image.” 


Mr. Reynolds later met the 
Western Australian Premier, 
Richard Court, and atten - 
ded a lunch with the Irish- 
Australian Business Associa- 
tion. 


He will fly early Tuesday to 
Canberra, where’he will meet 
Australian Prime Minister 
Paul Keating. 

Sinn Fein have forecast 
they will be in talks with their 
longtime foe, the British gov- 
ernment, before Christmas. 

But Mr. Major signalled he 
still did not know if and when 
he would be able to accept 
that the IRA ceasefire marks 
a permanent end to the 
group’s violence — the condi- 
tion be has set for Sinn Fein’s 
eventual entry into talks. 

Risking a nft with Dublin 
rather than hurry the peace 
process, Mr. Major let it be 
known he expected talks 
among political parties on the 
province's future to take 
years not months. 

Martin McGuinness, Sinn 
Fein’s deputy leader, told 
radio interviewers Sunday 
that the guerrilla force’s deci- 
sion to end its 25-year war 
against security forces in 
British-ruled Northern Ire- 
land made government talks 
inevitable, possibly by 
November. 

He said domestic and inter- 
national opinion expected 
Britain to remove its self- 
imposed obstacle to talks — 
Mr. Major’s refusal to accept 
that the IRA is genuine in 
abandoning violence. 


S. African political violence drops to 3-year low 


JOHANNESBURG (Agen- 
cies) — Political violence in 
South Africa is continuing to 
decline after last April’s first 
all-race elections and hit a 
three-year low in August, 
according to a report released 
Monday. 

The watchdog Human 
Rights Commission (HRC) 
recorded 105 politically- 
related deaths countrywide in 
August, equalling the pre- 
vious lowest toll in February 
1991. 

Violence levels have drop- 
ped dramatically since the 
April ballot ushered in a gov- 
ernment of national unity, 
which includes President Nel- 
son Mandela's African 
National Congress and its 
main black rival, the Inkatha 
Freedom Party. 

The death toll of 105 in 


August also marked a sharp 
drop from the HRCs 1993 
monthly average of 463 poli- 
tical killings. 

More than 14,000 people 
lost their lives in political 
conflict in the past four years 
as South Africa struggled to 
complete a transition from 
white minority rule to demo- 
cracy. 

Meanwhile 16 people were 
killed, including five gunned 
down in a tavern, in South 
Africa's volatile Kwazulu/ 
Natal province, police said 
Monday. 

Two men armed with an 
AK-47 assault rifle and a 
pistol burst into the tavern at 
Inanda, near Durban. Friday 
night and opened fire on 
more than 20 revellers, kill- 
ing five. 

Police said they did not 


know the motive for the 
attack and no arrests had 
been made. 

Witnesses said one victim 
was shot in the head when he 
asked the gunmen why they 
were shooting innocent peo- 
ple;. 


Two people were also stab- 
bed to death in the Inanda 
area at the weekend, police 
said in a statement. 

Three attackers shot and 
killed a man in Mtunzini on 
the Kwazulu-Natal north 
coast Saturday night. 

Three people were killed in 
other violence around Dur- 
ban. Kwazulu police said at 
least five people were killed 
in the former homeland. 


The province, heartland 
for the country’s nine million 
Zulus,, has been racked by 


criminal and political vio- 
lence over the years. 

In a separate development, 
an 18-year-old pupil wound- 
ed seven students when he 
opened fire at random with a 
shotgun in a schoolyard in 
Johannesburg’s Soweto black 
township Monday, police 
said. 

“The pupil came to school 
in a car and was reprimanded 
by his teacher and headmas- 
ter for doing brake turns on 
the school premises and fail- 
ing to wear his school uni- 
form,” Soweto police spokes- 
man Herman Oosthuysen 
said. 

“He then left and returned 
later to the school with a 
shotgun in his hands, He 
fired at a group of about 30 of 
his friends who were standing 
in the schoolyard.” 
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Too ambitious? 

THE ARAB Leagues 9 minis terial meet- 
ing’s decision to establish a court of 
justice to settle inter-Arab disputes and 
conflicts is indeed a far-reaching idea, 
but that is the extent of it for the time 
being. The Arab foreign ministers 
adopted this resolution upon the initiative 
of Libya, at the eleventh hour of their 
meeting in Cairo a few days ago. Trans- 
lating this essentially abstract proposal 
into reality would take not only much 
work, but would also call for drastically 
different inter-Arab relations, which does 
not seem to be on the cards yet. Even 
before articulating the/qharter and the: 
roles of procedure of such a regional 
court, something that would take many 
years to finalis e and be agreed upon, 
There is always the challenge of convinc- 
ing the Arab states to relinquish part of 
their sovereignty rights to the envisaged 
Arab court of justice. The Arab govern- 
ments are the most zealous protectors of 
absolute sovereignty rights of states and it | 
is unlikely that the Arab capitals would 
move In the direction of relative state 
sovereignty rights in the foreseeable fu- 
ture. It will be remembered that the 
European Community has succeeded in 
creating a European court with wide 
jurisdiction over European matters, only 
after forging a legally defined union. 

The Arab World is anything but dose 
to realising a similar unity in order to l 
provide the necessary base for estab- 
lishing an Arab court catering for inter- 
Arab problems. Should the task of draft- 
ing the charter and rules of procedure 
come to fruition, then the next big hurdle 
will be to persuade the Arab governments 
to acceed to such legislations. If and when 
such a mirade takes place, the Arab 
governments would then have to amend 
their laws and introduce the necessary ! 
legislative changes in order to give effect 
to the Arab court of justice. 

Against this backdrop it would seem 
more sensible if the Arab League focuses 
on more pragmatic goals, instead of 
dwelling on noble ideas that lack the 
foundation for their realisation. First-, 
comes-first must be the motto of the Arab ' 
League by laying the required base for 
more ambitious goals and objectives, j 
When tile Arab countries are hardy on 
talking terms, any suggestion to establish 
regional institutions touching on strictly 
guarded Arab sovereignty would be no- 
thing more than a dream that has to 
await a more opportune time. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


IN THE light of the deadlock at the Jordanian-Israeli 
negotiations, it would be appropriate for the Jordanian 
negotiators to change their approach at the talks, said Saleh 
Al Qallab, a columnist in Al Dustour daily. It is because 
the Israelis are adamant in the face of the Jordanian 
legitimate demands that the talks have been revolving in a 
vicious circle, said the writer. Of course, no body had 
expected the Washington Declaration 10 open the way for a 
path strewn with roses in the subsequent negotiations 
because Israel was bound to place obstacles in the path of 
any agreement, said the writer. Israel has its own suspirions 
and fears, while Jordan has its principled stands which are 
not for any compromise. The Jordanian negotiators have 
no doubt manifested a great measure of patience but, in 
view of the lack of results, one can say that there is need for 
a change in methods and approach at the negotiating table. 

Addressing die continued embargo on Iraq, a writer in Al 
Ra’i said perhaps it was a coincidence that at the time when 
the U.N. Secretary Council issued a statement perpetuat- 
ing the sanctions on Iraq, the Arab League called for the 
implementation of U.N. resolutions on the occupied lands. 
But it was really regrettable and shameful to see the Arab 
League council of ministers totally ignoring the questionof 
the embargo on 18 million people facing sufferings and 
death in their final statement, said Nicola Naser- The writer 
said having totally ignored the suffering of the Iraqi people, 
the Arab League statement has lost all credibility. The 
world community, said the writer, can by no means lake 
the Arabs seriously or respect their views at a time when 
they condone die death of their kinsmen in Iraq and avoid 
demanding the termination of the sanctions after Iraq has 
complied with all U.N. resolutions. 


A great defeat for the V atican 


By Conor Cruise O’brien 


THE CAIRO conference 
on population and develop- 
ment has been, on the 
whole, a success. Other wri- 
ters whom I respect take a 
different view. Robert Fisk, 
writing from Cairo, in this 
newspaper on Tuesday, re- 
ferred to "a gathering 
which might one day turn 
out to have been a betrayal 
rather than a symbol of 
hope for millions of women 
in the region." Colm Bo- 
land in the Irish Times 
raised the question of 
whether “the Cairo confer- 
ence had produced a 
monumental fudge magnifi- 
cent only in the multiplica- 
tion of its escape clauses 
and opt-outs." 

I was not at Cairo but I 
would not have been dis- 
appointed if I had been. 
Internationa! conferences 
always fudge a lot of things, 
and the fudging will always 
be regarded as betrayal by 
those who feel most strong- 
ly about the issues involved. 
These things are in the na- 
ture of international confer- 
ences, made up as they are 
of human beings who deal 
with their differences in this 
way at times when they do 
not feel disposed to deal 
with them by war. 

All the same, while in- 
variably many people feel 


betrayed, those with some 
particular interests feel 
more betrayed than those 
with others. It is in this way 
that shifts in world opinion 
get registered. The Cairo 
conference undoubtedly 
registers such a shift, in 
favour of family planning — 
a topic avoided as far as 
possible at earlier confer- 
ences (including the Rio 
conference on the environ- 
ment. which swept the 
population of the world 
under the rug). By contrast, 
the following propositions 
in the guidelines of the final 
Cairo document seem to me 
remarkably unfudged: 

— “People have repro- 
ductive rights which include 
the right to decide freely 
and responsibly the num- 
ber. spacing and timing of 
their children." 

— “All countries should 
strive <0 make accessible, 
through the primary health- 
care system, reprodutive 
health' to all. including 
family planning counselling 
and services.” 

The guideline on abor- 
tion bears some trace of 
compromise, but on the 
whole also remains remark- 
ably un fudged, especially 
considering that tins was by 
for the most contentious 
issue before the conference 


and occupied most of its 
time. This was almost en- 
tirely because of a rear- 
guard action by the Vati- 
can, tepidly supported by 
some Islamic countries. 

This is the guideline that 
emerged, through the 
pressure: . _ _ - 

— “Governments should 
help women avoid abor- 
tion, which in no case 
should be promoted as a 
method of family planning, 
and in all cases provide for 
the humane treatment and 
counselling of women who 
have recourse to abortion.’ 
They should deal with un- 
safe abortion as a major 
public health concern. 
Where abortion is not 
against the law, it should be 
safe." 

By all previous stan- 
dards, this set of guidelines 
represents a remarkably 
dear-cut outcome for an 
international conference in 
respect of controversial 
.issues. It was a complete 
^victory for one principle 
-nfever before overtly con- 
ceded: the provision by all 
countries of family planning 
counselling and services. 
Previously, even the issue 
of funding to disseminate 
information on these mat- 
/ ters had been pushed to one 
side because it was distaste- 
ful to the Vatican. 


At Cairo, the Vatican 
had to concentrate all its 
efforts on the fight against 
abortion, and even there 
the final outcome repre- 
sents a major defeat for it. 
The stipulation that abor- 
tion “in no case should be 
promoted as a method of 
family planning” was miser- 
able compensation to the 
Vatican for the wreck itself: 
the final document's en- 
dorsement of the distinction 
between “safe" and “un- 
safe" abortion. That dis- 
tinction is anathema to the 
Vatican and the whole pro- 
life lobby. 

There have been dear 
winners and losers at Cairo. 
The head of the Vatican 
delegation. Archbishop Re- 
nato Martino, acknow- 
ledged the magnitude of his 
delegation's defeat com- 
pared with the outcome of 
the last two international 
conferences on population r 
“The final (Cairo) docu- 
ment, as opposed to earlier 
documents of the Bucharest 
(1974) and Mexico City 
(1984) conferences, recog- 
nises abortion as a dimen- 
sion of population policy 
and, indeed, for primary 
health care." 

Those who think that no- 
thing much happened at 
Cairo should ponder the 
implications of that ack- 
nowledgement. Archbishop 


U.S. dangles carrot, but will Castro bite? 


By Roberto Suro 

ALTHOUGH the agree- 
ment to regulate the flow of 
Cuban rafters represents a 
tactical victory for the Clin- 
ton administration at 
Cuba's expense, it is not 
dear whether tire accord 
will translate into a long- 
term success that reduces 
the potential for future un- 
controlled migrations and 
moves Cuba closer to 
democracy. 

Hie uncertainty stems 
from the fact that both the 
Cuban and U.S. govern- 
ments are divided pro- 
foundly between officials 
who favour conciliation and 
others who reject com- 
promise. Indeed, some 
policymakers in Washing- 
ton and Havana seem to 
embrace both views at 
different times. 

The accord signed last 
week by Washington and 
Havana in New York re- 
flects this ambivalence. 

The United States 
offered Cub?, increased !eg- 
; ui immigration, with a 
guaranteed minimum of 
20,000 new Cuban entrants 
to the United States each 
year. In exchange, Cuba 
promised to use every 
means possible to shut off 
the flow of illegal voyagers 
across the Straits of Florida. 
That simple bargain means 
the two governments will 
work dosely together on 
the management of an 
ongoiifg human migration. 
The United States is not as 
deeply involved on this deli- 
cate issue with any other 
nation, including neigh- 
bours and friends that have 
much larger migrations 
underway such as Mexico, 
die Philippines and the 
Dominican Republic. 


But otherwise, Cuba and 
the United States are barely 
on speaking terms. Even as 
it spent eight days negotiat- 
ing the agreement, the Clin- 
ton administration rein- 
forced its refusal to discuss 
the U.S. economic embargo 
or otheT nonmigration 
issues until Cuba takes con- 
crete steps towards reform. 
And, while Cuban Presi- 
dent Fidel Castro left no 
doubt be fancies happier 
dealings with the United 
States, he offered no signal 
that he would undertake 
any steps that might bring 
that about, such as endors- 
ing real multiple-candidate 
elections for Cuba's legisla- 
tive bodies. 

Still, even though there 
are strict limits on the con- 
versation, these two old 
adversaries are, in fact, 
talking. And the mere fact 
that an exchange is taking 
place now is important be- 
cause of the rapidly chang- 
ing context in which U.S.- 
Cuban relations are being 
played out. 

Struggling to recoup the 
economic and political los- 
ses it suffered with the col- 
lapse of its Soviet and East- 
ern European allies, Cuba 
has a greater need for con- 
structive relations with the 
United States than at any 
time since Castro took pow- 
er in 1939. 

And since the foil of the 
Berlin Wall .almost five 
years ago, numerous prop- 
osals for economic ana poli- 
tical reform have circulated' 
widely and with increasing 
openness in Havana. 
Although Mr. Castro has 
rejected almost all of the 
suggestions on the political 
side, be has promoted some 
reform-minded officials like 
Foreign Minster Roberto 


Robaina, who travelled 
around I .atm America and 
Europe almost continuous- 
ly tins Summer pro claiming 
Cuba’s commitment to a 
coarse of measured change. 

In Washington, too, the 
atmosphere has been 
changing. 

A growing number of 
voices within the foreign 
policy establishment and in 
Congress have called for a 
policy of engagement with 
Havana that would even- 
tually lead to a tiffing of the 
32-year-old U.S. economic 
embargo against Cuba. 

On this point the White 
House has chosen to iden- 
tify itself with the opposite 
camp — Cuban Americans 
who favour an all-out effort 
to depose Mr. Castro. 
Neither President Gin ton 
nor Mr. Castro paid much 
attention to their rela- 
tionship until this summer, 
►/and then they both re- 
sponded in crisis mode on 
the baas of domestic poli- 
tical concerns. Both feared 
the scenes of chaos that can 
readily translate into poli- 
tical weakness. Mr. Castro 
got a taste of it when the 
hijackings of several femes 
and tugboats built up to a 
riot on Havana’s waterfront 
Ang. S. Mr. Clinton faced 
an uncontrolled influx of 
Cubans resembling the 1980 
Mari el boatlift. 

This brush with mutual 
; disaster and the diplomatc 
.J? agreement mea to defuse 
jttodfcuffled tbe*deck and" 
jeft-fhe United States hold- 
ing a strong hand. In last 
week’s talks, U.S. nego- 
tiators refused to discuss a 
Cuban demand that it res- 
cind new economic sanc- 
tions announced on Aug. 20 
to punish Mr. Castro for 
allowing imcontrolled exit 


from die country. But the 
possibility of lifting those 
measures has now become a 
U.S. carrot that could be 
dangled in front of the 
Cubans as a potential re- 
ward for good behaviour. 

Moreover, migration to 
the United States has al- 
-t ways been a kind of escape 
; valve for Mr. Castro to rid 
his revolution of its dissatis- 
fied citizens. The new 
agreement gives the United 
States more control than 
ever over the flow of poeple 
northward. 

The opportunities this 
summer’s events have cre- 
ated for the United States 
could prove short-lived, 
however. No one can say 
when or if the discontent so 
evident in the rafters' ex- 
odus will reach critical mass 
and produce a kind of 
turbulence in Cuba that de- 
4 fies negotiated solutions. In 
the immediate future the 
crackdown on rafters man- 
dated by the New York 
agreement could spark civil 
disturbances or other un- 
predictable results that fun- 
damentally change the 
situation. Also, the U.S. 
naval base at .Guantanamo 
Bay, Cuba will remain a 
potential flash point $0 long 
as thousands of Cubans are 
interned there. 

Finally, Mr. Castro has 
repeatedly swung from an 
attitude of reconciliation 
with the United States to 
renewed confrontation and 
£-he might again. Mired in 
ambivalence and exploiting 
a crisis, the Clinton admi- 
nistration, has inadvertent- 
ly created opportunities for 
itself in dealing with Cuba 
tiiis summer, but it may not 
have very much time to 
exploit them. 

The Washington Pest 


Martino went on to accept 
defeat with a certain melan- 
choly grace, in a retrospec- 
tive generalisation: “My de- 
legation has now been able 
to evaluate the document 
(Cairo final report) in its 
entirety... On this occasion 
the Holy See wishes in 
1 some way to associate itself 
with the consensus, even in 
an incomplete or partial 
manner.” 

That statemem brought 
to my mind two lines by a 
heartbroken Victorian poet 
accepting an invitation to a 
party: “Suffer me at your 
feast/To sit apart, a some- 
what alien guest." 

Cairo is the greatest di- 
plomatic defeat the Vatican 
has sustained in the 20th 
century. It is now outside — 
while wishing “in some way 
to associate itself with” — 
an international consensus 
over which it previously ex- 
ercised a powerful and 
often even a predominant 
influence: the consensus 
over sexual and reproduc- 
tive ethics. 

The Vatican lost totally 
over contraception, without 
even putting up a fight. It 
lost almost totally over 
abortion after a long and 
tedious debate in which it 
antagonised most of the 
other participants. 

There are many reasons 
why the Vatican lost at 


Cairo but foremost was the 
change m position of the 
United States. Reagan and 
Bush had been deferential 
to the Vatican’s agenda; 
Gmton is not. And Clinton 
was tougher than the Vati- 
can seems to have ex- 
pected. Since November 
1992, American politicians 
have realised that the "pro- 
choice" people represent 
more votes, though less de- 
cibels, than the “pro-life" 
people. 

If U.S. influence is 
thrown heavily on one side 
of a given question in a 
disputed issue in an interna- 
tional forum, that side 
tends to prevail. Cairo was 
no exception. The Vatican's 
attempt to play the Islamic 
card against Washington 
was a dismal failure, unlike- 
ly to be repeated. The next 
Pope will have a lot of 
reassessment to do. 

A number of regimes will 
ignore the Cairo recom- 
mendations. But wherever 
these issues are in debate. 
Cairo will hearten those 
who demand the right of 
access to contraception and 
safe abortion. Cairo de- 
serves, therefore, to be 
hailed as a limited but signi- 
ficant victory for the En- 
lightenment against its ene- 
mies in the modem world. 

77ie Independent 



Russia braces 


political season 


By Anatoly Verbin 

Reuter 

MOSCOW — Russia’s 
opposition is drawing up its 
political battle plans and 
the Kremlin is warning of a 
“muscular autumn" as ten- 
sions rise ahead of a key 
anniveisary from last year's 
calendar of political vio- 
lence. 

President Boris Yeltsin, 
reported to be preparing to 
address the nation on 
Thursday, can be expected 
to stress the need for recon- 
ciliation. 

But some of his political 
adversaries, including for- 
mer Vice-President Alexan- 
der Rutskoi, seem to be 
girding themselves for 
round two of a battle of 
wills with the Kremlin 
leader. 

After meeting in the Rus- 
sian Baltic enclave of Kali- 
ningrad last Friday, Mr. 
Rutskoi, Communist leader 
Gennady Zyuganov and 
other opposition figures de- 
manded early presidential 
elections and the resigna- 
tion of the government. 

The group, which de- 
scribed their meeting as the 
congress of patriotic forces, 
said they had decided on a 
single candidate but refused 
to announce a name. 

Mr. Yeltsin's presidential 
term runs out in June 1996. 
His camp is beaming out 
strong signals that the 63- 
year-old leader may well 
aim for a second five-year 
period in office. 

Apart from the Rutskoi- 
Zyuganov camp, ultra- 
nationalist Vladimir Zhir- 
inovsky, whose party made 
a surprise strong showing in 
parliamentary elections last 


December, has already be- 
gun campaigning. 

Last year, Mr. Yeltsin's 
forecast of a “hot" Septem- 
ber came true. 

On Sept. 21 . he 
announced the dissolution 
of the conservative parlia- 
ment that was stymying his 
market reform policies. 

Deputies refused to obey 
.his Decree 1400, The result- 
ing two-week stand-off 
erupted on Oct. 3 when 
parliament supporters 
stormed the city council and 
a television centre. 

The next day Mr. Yelt- 
sin’s troops smashed the re- 
bellion, blasting the White 
House with tanks. Mr. 
Rutskoi and others were 
jailed for a time. Officially, 
some ISO were killed. 

Mr. Yeltsin's chief 
spokesman, Vyacheslav 
Kostikov, has predicted a 
“muscular/ autumn” 
though he and others ex- 
clude a repetition of blood- 
shed. 

Speaking to Interfax 
news ageq&yon Friday, Mr. 
Kostikov was dismissive of 
opposition leaders' efforts 
to rally their forces, saying 
they had “foiled to set the 
sea on fire.” 

The first question at the 
centre of political wrangling 
is not just the presidency 
itself but when presidential 



and parliamentary elections 
will be held. 

Not date for elections has 
been set. 

But the head of the state 
Duma (lower chamber) and 
the chief of Mr. Yeltsin’s 
administration. Sergei Fila- 
tov, both said last week that 
elections for the presiden- 
cy, the Duma and local 
governors could be held on 
June 12, 3996. 

According to the con- 
stitution. elections to the 
Duma should be held at the 
end of 1995 while Mr. Yelt- 
sin’s term runs out in mid- 
1996. But Mr. Filatov 
argued that simultaneous 
elections would save money 
and attract more voters. 

Mr. Yeltsin says he has 
yet to make up his mind 
whether he will stand for 
another term. 

But Mr. Kostikov said on 
Friday democrats had good 
grounds for “betting on 
Yeltsin in 1996." 

He said Mr. Yeltsin, who 
next week addresses the 
U.N. General Assembly in 
New York and then goes on 
to a summit with U.S. Pres- 
ident Bill Clinton in 
Washington, was physically 
fit. 

“Like any other person 
the president has his ups 
and downs. But ill-wishers 
have had many chances to 
see that Boris Yeltsin is 
capable of being on form 
when needed,” he told In- 
terfax. 

A second key issue is: Is 
the government of Prime 
Minister Viktor Chernomy- 
rdin stable? 

There have been no pub- 
lic disagreements between 
Mr. Yeltsin and Mr. Cher- 
nofliynfin, whom many have 
tipped as a possible conten- 
der for the presidency. 

But Mr. Kostikov’s de- 
nial that there were plans to 
sacrifice the premier have 
done little to dampen spe- 
culation of a falling-out. 

Commentators in the 
well-informed Sevodnya 
and several other newspap- 
ers say various opposition 
groups have agreed to unite 
their efforts in pushing for a 
parliament vote of no- 
confidence in the govern- 
ment. 

That would not definitely 
fen tension in the "country. 

• A third question 
apparently nagging Kremlin 
authorities is: Just how 
loyal are the people with 
the guns? 

There is little doubt that 
army officers arc deeply un- 
happy over wide-scale cuts 
in the armed forces and 
their budget. Pull-outs from 
Germany and the Baltics 
have left thousands of sol- 
diers with uncertain futures 
and many without a roof 
over their families' heads. 

The army is unlikely to 
be willing ro be involved in 
fresh political battles after 
being dragged into last 
October's fighting against 
its will. 

.Nevertheless, Mr. Yelt- 
sin seems to be taking no 
chances. 













Features 


JORDAN TIMES, TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 1994 £ 


Stability returns after crisis 


(Continued from page 1} 

In addition, donor govern- 
ments did not transfer the 
funds that they promised Jor- 
dan as part of the economic 
reform package that the 
Kingdom is implementing. 
Dr, Nabuisi said in comments 
to the "Monday Press Circle” 
— an informal weekly gather- 
ing of journalists. 

The CBJ's foreign currency 
reserves — excluding about 
SI billion in mandatory de- 
posits from commercial 
banks — had hit an all-time 
high of Sl.l billion in 1993 
after registering zero in 1989, 
Dr. Nabuisi noted. 

The government spent 
£400 million to $500 million 
of the reserves to service 
foreign debts and seal debt 
buyback and rescheduling 
agreements towards the end 
of 1993, he said. 

“It was a conscious deci- 
sion" to draw on the reserves 
to address the foreign debt 
obligations, he said. “We felt 
and still feel that a $600 
million level (in reserves) is 
quite comfortable," he said. 
That would represent four to 
five months of Jordan’s im- 
port needs. 

In the first three months of 
this year, the CBJ found a 
decline of about S10G million 
in its foreign currency re- 
serves as a result of having 
had to meet market needs 
and considered it as a natural 
event that would correct it- 
self. particularly that there 
was a decline of about 20 per 
cent in expatriate remittances 
during that period when com- 
jwred with the corresponding 
|ggtg|tar of 1995, he said. 

in reserves was 
p^mramatic in the second 
quarter, amounting to S3 00 
million — at a rate of S100 
million a month — said the 
CBJ governor. This promp- 
ted the bank to scrutinise the 
situation and find that there 
was continued drying up of 
expatriate remittances to Jor- 
dan. Non-arrival of funds 
promised by donors exacer- 
bated the situation. Dr. 
Nabuisi said. 

•‘There was no meaningful 
explanation" to what was 
happening, he said, adding 
that in mid- 1994 the CBJ's 
reserves stood at S220 mil- 
lion. the lowest since 1990. 

The Central Bank gov- 
ernor declined to discuss the 
possible political aspects of 
the situation, but said be did 
not believe that “anyone 
would purposely seek to 


undermine the Jordanian, 
economy." . 

"Seepage of foreign cur- 
rency" across the River Jor- 
dan to the West Bank was 
indeed another factor in the 
decline in foreign exhange 
available in Jordan, but it was 
negligible when compared 
with the overall size of the 
drop that the CBJ saw until 
June, he said. 

The CBJ had "indirect 
confirmation** that not more 
than S30 million in hard cur- 
rency — "S5 million to S6 
million a month” — were 
"physically” transferred from 
Jordan to the occupied terri- 
tories in the first six months 
of the year. Dr. Nabuisi said. 

Jhe CBJ governor’s 
affirmation , supported by de-. 
finite figures, strongly cur 
into widespread suggestions 
that Palestinian residents of 
the occupied territories were 
withdrawing “millions” of di- 
nars from banks “every day” 
and crossing to Jordan to 
change them into dollars be- 
fore returning back. 

As the overall situation 
worsened, Jordan contacted 
the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) and the World 
Bank, which are overseeing 
the Kingdom's economic res- 
tructuring programme, and 
received assurances of help, 
he said. 

“We had to tell them that 
there was a serious seepage 
of the reserves of the country 
and if it continued for 
another six months we could 
be in trouble," he said. 

Among the measures 
adopted by the CBJ was a 
boost in interest rates from 
t four to six and seven per cent 
on certificates of deposits, 
and this had an immediate 
effect on the situation. 

Subsequently, things 
started to correct themselves 
shortly before Jordan and 
Israel signed the Washington 
Declaration on July 25, he 
said, adding that exports 
were picking up and expatri- 
ate remittances were also 
going up. 

"Things are stabilising 
now," Dr. Nabuisi said. "Lit- 
tle by little transfers are re- 
turning to normal." Donors 
also made good rheir pledges 
in July, he added. 

“We have recovered S200 
million in reserves since then, 
and if the present trend con- 
tinues. then in the next two 
months we would have fully 
restored reserves to the level 
that prevailed at the end of 
1993,” he predicted. 
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Young Rwandan refugees sing in a shack above the Katale camp, 50 kms from the eastern Zairean town of Goma, (AFP photo I 


Rwanda song- ar 
fails to mas 


By Sue Fleming 
Reuter 


THE HAGUE — A song- 
and-dance show ended an 
international conference on 
Rwanda in apparent gaiety, 
but fciiec to mask tensions 
in a conflict that cost a 
million lives. 

Young Rwandan women 
staged the arter-dirner en- 
tertainment to thank the 
conference hosts. Yet, 
some delegates saw it as a 
sign that political harmony 
in the African nation is still 
remote. 

“They were Tutsi women 
dancing’ and singing victory 
songs and for me this had 
no place at a gathering 
where we are supposed to 
be finding reconciliation,” 
said a member of the old 
Hutu government ousted by 
the victorious Rwanda Pat- 
riotic Front (RPF). 


“This is a time for recon- 
ciliation. not for being 
victorious," foroier defence 
minister James Gasarta told 
Reuters. 

Most of the Western 
guests enjoying the specta- 
cle were unaware of the 
show’s political implica- 
tions, underlining the com- 
plexities of the Rwandan 
conflict. 

The two-day conference 
in the Hague sought ways of 
dealing with the aftermath 
of the Rwandan conflict 
since April — horrific mas- 
sacres that have made mil- 
lions refugees in a huma- 
nitarian disaster still chal- 
lenging global relief efforts. 

It was. attended by Rwan- 
dan government officials, 
African and European rep- 
resentatives and U.N. agen- 
cies, aid and human rights 

groups- „ . . 

President Pasteur Bizi- 


mungu and his ministers 
tried to persuade the con- 
ference the government was 
committed to peace, but 
some delegates said pri- 
vately there were confusing 
signals from the new au- 
thority. 

“Some of us walked away 
from the conference 
wondering whether the new 
government really is com- 
mitted to reconciliation. 
There’s no doubt it's better 
than the old government, 
but it has a lot of work to 


do,” said one European di- 
plomat, who asked not to 
be named. 


Confusion largely centres 
around the new govern- 
ment’s straying from the 
-Arusha accord; a peace 
agreement drawn up in 
Tanzania last year between 
the former government and 
the RPF. 

Under the Arusha 
accord, elections were due 


to be held within 22 
months, but the new gov- 
ernment appears to" be 
backtracking on this and 
says national unity rather 
than elections should be the 
focus. 

“We have given 
ourselves a five-year 
period... We are not in any 
hurry to reach elections. 
We are attached to the 
Arusha agreement, but we 
are not bound by it," Jac- 
ques Bihozagara. the recon- 
ciliation and rehabilitation 
minister, told the meeting. 

There is also criticism the 
new government is not 
broad-based enough, a 
charge Mr. Bizimungu and 
his ministers reject. ■— 

The former ruling 
Mrnd Party 'of Juvenal 
Habyarimana has been ex- 
cluded from the new gov- 
ernment because of its role 
in the systematic massacres 


in Rwanda sparked off by 
the former president’s 
mysterious assassination on 
April 6. 

"They are unilaterally re- 
vising the Arusha accord. 
This is not democratic,” 
said Mr. Gasana. who was 
involved in negotiating the 
Arusha accords and fled to 
Switzerland nine months be- 
fore Mr. Habyarimana's 
death after threats from 
Hutu extremists. 

"All the people from 
different parties in the gov- 
ernment were appointed 
and hand-picked bv the 
RPF.” he said. 

However Mr. Bihozagara 
strongly denied this claim. 
’ “It would have been 
easier to share out the cake 
among ourselves, but based 
on principles of sharing 
power, we tried to make 
contact with all representa- 
tives. including the moder- 








ates — people who did not 
take part in the (mas- 
sacres).’’ he said. 

Dutch Foreign Minister 
Hans Van Mierlo said he 
hoped broad-based dia- 
logue could be resumed be- 
tween all the parties in- 
volved in the conflict. 

"Such a dialogue could 
be the first step towards 
democratic elections,” he 
told the meeting. 

Forces of the new gov- 
ernment also face allega- 
tions of human rights 
abuses, although not at the 
same extreme 'level as for- 
mer government troops. 

Mr. Bizimungu said ab- 
out 70 RPF soldiers were 
being held forTiuman riehrs 
abuses and revenge attacks, 
a number he said was insig- 
nificant compared to the 
tens of thousands who had 
committed genocide in 
Rwanda. 


gaps 


(Continued from page 1) 


U.S. troops land in Haiti 


Israel’s chief negotiator with 
Syria, added that the experts 
had no official government 
mandate. 

U.S. and Arab sources said 
five meetings took place in 
Oslo, London and Rome be- 
tween May 1993 and the end 
of the year. 

Syria immediately denied 
Monday's Israeli Radio re- 
port. 

An official Syrian source 
said: “There are no secret 
talks between Syria and 
Israel. It is natural that the 
U.S. co-sponsor makes con- 
tacts with the ambassador of 
Syria and the other party. 
But these contacts cannot be 
considered as secret.” 

The United States is a co- 
sponsor with Russia of Mid- 
dle East peace negotiations 
and U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher has fo- 
cused his last two visits to the 
region on trying to get the 
two sides back to the nego- 
tiating table. 

Earlier on Monday, Syria 
welcomed a fresh peace mis- 
sion by the United States and 
urged Washington to present 
new proposals to break a 
deadlock in its negotiations 
with Israel. 

U.S. Middle East envoy 
Dennis Ross starts a trip to 
the region on Tuesday. 

Mr. Rabin told the Tel 
Aviv meeting he would not 
put any future accord with 
Syria to the vote in parlia- 
ment, as a group of Labour 
members of parliament 
(MPs) have demanded, pre- 
ferring a referendum instead. 

He earlier addressed a 
closed-door meeting in Tel 
Aviv attended by half a 
dozen rebel MPs who fear he 
is preparing to return large 
areas if not all the Golan 
Heights to Syria in exchange 
for peace. 

The Labour “hawks” are 
drawing up a bill which would 
require 70 per cent of the 
vote in parliament and a 65 
per cent majority in a nation- 
'll referendum for Israel to 
hand back any substantial 
area of the strategic plateau. 

Mr. Rabin has pledged to 
hold Israel’s first referendum 
in the event of a peace agree- 
ment involving a substantial 
Withdrawal from the Heights. 

The Labour political 
bureau backed Mr. Rabin in 

a statement broadcast cn 


state radio after its meeting. 

It said it favoured “total 
peace with Damascus based 
on security arrangements, the 
establishment of diplomatic 
ties and open borders.” 

It also urged Israeli settlers 
in the Golan to abandon a 
hunger strike, launched Sun- 
day to protest concessions to 
Syria. 

Mr. Rabin also said he 
asked President Hafez AI 
Assad to visit occupied Jeru- 
salem but says the Syrian 
leader refused. 

“I invited President Assad 
to come to Jerusalem," Mr. 
Rabin said in excerpts from’ 
an interview with the news- 
paper Al Kamishmar made 
public on Monday. “I invited 
Assad quite a few times, both 
officially and through the 
Americans. But he refused." 

On Sunday Israeli Presi- 
dent Ezer Weizman. whose 
position is largely ceremo- 
nial, accused Mr. Assad of 
failing to convince Israelis he 
wants peace. 

Official Syrian newspapers 
on Monday repeated Presi- 
dent Assad’s statement that 
Syria was ready to meet the 
“objective requirements” of 
peace and said Israel should 
respond by pulling back fully 
from the Golan Heights. 

Commenting on Mr. 
Ross’s trip to the region, the 
daily Al Baath said: 

“The new U.S. move to' 
achieve progress should con- 
centrate on putting a proper 
formula that would break the 
current deadlock and put the. 
peace process back on track 
to achieve a just and compre- 
hensive solution.” 

“Syria is keen to meet all 
the objective conditions that 
would give each party its 
rights, especially regarding 
the liberation of occupied 
land.... 

“But Israel in return is 
working to spoil the process 
and to impose its own condi- 
tions under the slogan of 
•peace for peace*.” Al Baath 

said. 

Another official Syrian dai- 
ly, Tishreen, spoke about the 
links between the Syrian and 
Lebanese peace tracks and 
said any solution should cov- 
er both. 

It said peace would be im- 
possible without Israel’s full 

puliback from South Leba- 
non and the Golan. 


(Continued from page 1) 

week from a 20-ship U.S. 
armada that includes two air- 
craft carriers. 

He said the troops would 
not be counting on much 
goodwill in Haiti. “We are 
going in with a very large and 
a very well-armed military 
force,” be said. “Our protec- 
tion will be in our arms, not 
in trust." 

U.S. officials cautioned 
that the deployment of troops 
across the Caribbean nation 
would not be “free of risk” 
since there was always the 
possibility of guerrilla war- 
fare and snipers. 

Marine units were to land 
on the northern coast of 
Haiti, at Cap Haitian, Penta- 
gon officials said, adding that 
tiie bulk of the Marine forces 
dispatched last week on 
board the aircraft carrier USS 
Eisenhower would be on Hai- 
tian territory “by the end of 
the day.” 

Scattered gunfire broke 
out late Sunday after Mr. 
Carter ended two days of 
talks with Gen. Gedras and 
Brig.-Gen. Philippe Biamby, 
army chief of staff. 

A third junta leader, the 
Port-au-Prince police chief, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Michel 
Francois, was not a party to 
the agreement. He has gone 
into “virtual hiding," uniden- 
tified senior administration 
officials were quoted in Mon- 
day's New York Times as 
saying. 

The military leaders who 
toppled Mr. Aristide on Sept. 
30, 1991, backed down and 
agreed to let American forces 
enter the country peacefully 
to oversee the transfer of 
power. 

Haiti’s 81-year-old presi- 
dent, Emile Jonassaint, went 
on television just before mid- 
night Sunday to announce he 
had signed the accord and 
asked his “Haitian brothers” 
to maintain calm. “You may 
go to sleep knowing that 
there will not be any inva- 
sion," said Mr. Jonassaint, 
who was installed by the 
military in May. 

Local residents expressed 
uncertainty about what hap- 
pens next in Haiti, an im- 
poverished nation wracked 
by violence and with no tradi- 
tion of democracy. 


There has been no com- 
ment from Mr. Aristide, who 
has been living in exile in the 
United States since the coup 
drove him from power after 
seven months in office. 

The agreement did not 
name Mr. Aristide or say 
when he would return, a con- 
cern to his supporters in 
Haiti, who also worried ab- 
out their security in the in- 
terim. 

The Rev. Gerard Jean- 
Juste, Mr. Aristide’s liaison 
with the Haitian diaspora, 
called the accord “a great 
step in the right direction.” 
But he said the feared civilian 
police auxiliaries should be 
disarmed. 

Although Mr. Aristide is 
revered by much of Haiti’s 
majority, his supporters 
stayed indoors rather than 
celebrated. 

There was reason to fear. 
A burst of automatic gunfire 
was heard downtown over- 
night near army headquarters 
and a hotel packed with fore- 
ign reporters. Two cars were 
stolen by gunmen who said 
they needed them “to patrol 
the city for the government." 

After the sun came up, 
Haitian soldiers were seen at 
their usual posts outside army 
headquarters. Military sup- 
porters sat in front of a neo- 
Duvalierist party headquar- 
ters. 

The Duvalier family, led 
first by longtime dictator 
Francois “Papa Doc” Duva- 
lier and then his son, Jean- 
Claude “Baby Doc” Duva- 
lier, has controlled Haiti for 
decades. Gen. Biamby, who 
in 1989 took part in a failed 
coup attempt, is considered a 
Duvalier loyalist. 

Reaction to Sunday night’s 
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Port-au-Prince airport security personnel 
(background! look on as U.S. troops begin to 
secure the airport's premises after a first wave 


of assault helicopters arrived in the Haitian 
capital (AFP photo) 


accord was volatile in Miami, 
the largest Haitian exile com- 
munity. 

“They have to leave now, 
now, now. now” screamed 
Samedi Floruil, one of about 
75 outraged Haitians who 
blocked a street in the city’s 
little Haiti neighbourhood for 
two hours Sunday night. 

The accord comes nearly a 
year after Gen. Cedras re- 
neged on a U.N. -brokered 
deal at Governors Island off 
New York’s Lower Manhat- 
tan that would have had him 
step down and permit Mr. 
Aristide to resume power. 

Under the new agreement. 


Haiti's dictators agreed to 
step down as soon as the 
Haitian parliament passes an 
amnesty law to protect the 
coup leaders and their sup- 
porters from retribution. The 
pact requires they step down 
by Oct. 15 no matter what. 

The agreement, however, 
does not require Gen. Cedras 
to leave Haiti or even men- 
tion him by name. 

The accord promises to 
end the U.N. embagro im- 
posed after Gen. "Cedras 
failed to honour last year’s 
agreement . 

In an interview Mondav 


morning with Cable News 
Network. Mr. Carter said the 
negotiations almost fell apart 
at the last moment when 
Gen. Biamby came into the 
room -and announced that 
American planes were on 
their way. 

Mr. Carter said he was not 
aware planes were on their 
way though he knerw the 
general schedule of the inva- 
sion. 

“1 was distressed because 
what we had worked on to 
accomplish was about to 
come apart/' Mr. Carter 
said. 


Soldiers train 


links with settlers or national 
religious groups which have 
played a leading role in the 
colonisation of occupied ter- 
ritories. 

It said the soldiers’ training 
included commando tactics, 
sniping and combat in built- 
up areas. 

Before joining the unit, 
soldiers were asked about 
their political opinions and 
whether they had friends or 
relatives among the more 
than 115.000 settlers. :he 
newspaper said. 

Maariv. attributing its re- 
port to elements close to the 
unit, said senior officers 
feared regular units might re- 
fuse orders to remove set- 
tlers. 

But the army statement 
called the report "a fabrica- 
tion ” and denied the military 
posed political questions to 
soldiers. 

“The Israel defence forces 
do not check the political 
stand of soldiers nor son 
them according to their legiti- 
mate opinions,” the army- 
said. “TTie only criterion set 
is adherence to legal orders.” 

Leading opposition politi- 
cians reacted angrily to die 
report, some demanding a 
parliamentary debate on "the 
matter. 

In the statement, the army 
said it “reiterates and con- 
firms that a military police 
company, whose members 
are trained in dealing with 
disturbances by Jews and 
Arabs, was set up in the 
central command.” 

Security sources said the 
military police unit was estab- 
lished in response to the mas- 
sacre by a Jewish settler of 
more than 30 Palestinians in a 
Hebron mosque last Febru- 
ary. 


Peace move saved Jordan — Majali 


Jordan backs call for summit 


mouk and Jordan rivers,” he 

said. 

However, he added, the 
attainment of peace does not 

mean an end to the state of 
war only. It also meant the 
emergence of a situation that 
opens the door for economic 
cooperation that helps Jor- 
dan to confront challenges. 


(Continued from page I) 
Referring to relations with 
Palestine, Dr. Majali said 
that any Jordanian peace 
without the restoration of the 
Palestinian people's rights re- 
mains a lame peace and a 
Palestinian peace without 
Jordan remains a peace 
under Israel’s tutelage. 

Jordan would not accept 
any arrangement for confed- 
eration with Palestine except 


when it is emanating from the 
free will of the Palestinian 
people. 

Jordan, added the prime 
minister, will help the Palesti- 
nians to regain their full 
rights, including the right to 
self-determination, after 
which the peoples in Jordan 
and Palestine can decide their 

future with their own free 
will. 


(Continued from page 1) 

can enhance collective 
.Arab action and open the 
door for the amendment of 
the Arab League’s Charter 
and stimulate the Arab 
Common Market. 

The message also sug- 
gested that the projected 
summit be held in Cairo, 
the seat of the Arab 
League. 

Discussion during Dr. 


Majali’s meeting with Mr. 
Ghazani covered questions 
related to investments and 
cooperation among the pri- 
vate and public sectors in 
the two countries to prom- 
ote trade and economic re- 
lations. 

Mr. Ghazani is head of 
the Libyan People’s Com- 
mittee for Lenity, the coun- 
try's equivalent of a foreign 

minister for Arab affairs. 
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aeon faces recession — banks 


LTILT (Rl — Lebanon is 
rioge of economic reces- 
. vi;h an inflation rate of 
Lc i2 per cent for the 
seven months of this 
the Lebanese 3anks 
.‘ riaticn said in a report 
r.«ed Monday. 

said :r. its’ report for 
"JSt that grov-ih in the 
i.ins activity was 12.8 per 
: this year until July “but 
rypwfh ;s r.c: enough as it 
' r-ost equal to the infla- 
• .rate during the same 
\ i which reflects a state 
.-.onornjc recession.” 


The association said bank 
transfers from abroad 
showed a surplus of $108 
million in July. 

But it added that this sur- 
plus did not reflect positively 
on the economy as most of 
these transfers were invested 
in the real estate sector and 
treasury bills and not in ac- 
tive economic sectors like in- 
dustry, agriculture and tour- 
ism. 

The association said the 
internal debt grew by 4.45 
per cent in July to 9,226 
billion liras (SI. 5 billion). 


It attributed the rise to the 
fact that the public expendi- 
ture continued to exceed re- 
venue and the accumulation 
of the interest of past borrow- 
ing. 

The association said the 
public expenditure in the first 
seven months of 1994 was 
2,335 billion liras ($1.4 bil- 
lion) with a revenue of 1,264 
billion liras ($758 million) — 
a deficit of 46 per cent. 

The figures were released 
at a time that the government 
of Prime Minister Rafik Al 
Hariri is coming under fire 


for its economic and social 
policies. 

The country’s General 
Labour Confederation 
threatened to stage strikes 
and demonstrations against 
the government if it did not 
agree to an 88 per cent pay 
rise. 

Mr. Hariri, who became 
prime minister in October 
1992, lashed out last week at 
his critics and said the coun- 
try was moving “month by 
month" towards a solid eco- 
nomic future. 
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I'R} — Pakis- 
•. ,s :o seek private invest- 
• in power transmission 
_ oil pipeline projects 
. : .h up to S5 billion, a 
:<r official said Monday, 
i'-.ahid Hasan Khan, spe- 
.. energy adviser to Prime 
:. iiter Benazir Bhutto, said 
:.ew package for foreign 
..“ors would be unveiled 
; iiext month. It would be 
r ric:;t phase of an energy 

r> announced in April 
,:r. drew many foreign 
to build power plants. 

' '.7e are looking at some- 
..g -like seven 500-kv. high- 
. age transmission lines to 
constructed at an invest- 
; :t of about S2.5 billion.” 
told a r.ews conference, 
-'e said a nenvork of oil 
.lines and upgraded rail- 
; tracks would be needed 
supply fuel to the new 
:if stations, requiring in- 
tment of another S2-S2.5 
tori. 

; .r. Khar, was speaking 
:-r? this week's visit by 
7 . energy Secretary Hazel 
. ?ory, vv.-.o v.iii be accom- 


launch 

package 

panied by 70 to 80 American 
businessmen involved in the 
energy sector. 

He' said he hoped one 
agreement signed during the 
visit would cover the estab- 
lishment by an American 
bank or financial institution 
of a private-sector investment 
fund for Pakistan. 

Mr. Khan said the initial 
amount might be a relatively 
small $100-$ 150 million, but 
it would be understood that 
$450 million would be added 
once the original funds were 
utilised. 

Ms. O’Leary, the first U.S. 
cabinet member to visit 
Pakistan for eight years, is 
bringing experts in natural 
gas, oil, coal, renewables, 
electricity generation, trans- 
mission and distribution, 
energy efficiency and en- 
vironmental protection. 

U.S. and Pakistani officials 
say her visit signals a new 
desire by both countries to 
build economic ties to 
smooth tensions over Islama- 
bad's alleged nuclear ambi- 
tions. 


Subroto sees higher 
dependence on OPEC 


SINGAPORE (R) — The 
world will once more become 
heavily dependent on OPEC 
oil in the next 25 years due to 
booming Asian demand but 
the group will not be able to 
dictate prices like in the 
.1970s, former OPEC 
secretary -general Subroto 
predicted Monday. 

“We foresee that at the 
beginning of the next century* 
OPEC will be supplying more 
than 50 per cent of the 
world’s oil consumption. " 
Dr. Subroto said in a speech 
to the Asia-Pacific Petroleum 
Conference. 

“OPEC (Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Coun- 
tries) will influence prices but 
not determine them," he 
added. 

He noted that many indust- 
rial countries had built up 
strategic stockpiles since the 
shortages and price rises of 
the 1970s and early 1980s. 

Buyers and sellers had also 
become more sophisticated, 
due in part to deregulation of 


energy markets and wider use 
of futures contracts and other 
financial instruments which 
allow them to reduce price 
risk. 

However, with non-OPEC 
oil production expected to be 
stagnant in the medium to 
longer term, the world will 
have no choice but to look to 
OPEC once again for the 
bulk of its oil supplies. Dr. 
Subroto said. 

Booming developing eco- 
nomies, particularly in Asia, 
will account for much of the 
demand. OPEC expects that 
for every barrel of new oil 
demand in developed coun- 
tries, newly emerging econo- 
mies will gobble up nearly 
five. 

China, the only large oil 
producer in East Asia, has 
become a net importer. 
Together with India it will 
have to import 2.6 million 
barrels per day (b/d) of oil by 
2000 to meet explosive eco- 
nomic growth, industry 
analysts have said. 
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@e§ over 0.25m new jobs in ’95 


.7j£ JR’ — The French 
:o 2 y, growing at an 
rate of ever three per 
:, rvill create over a quar- 
a million new jobs next 
t's!rr»g a bits out of 
■ - v? -^employment, the 
r. minister said Sun- 


Alphandery, 
zdbi upbeat" oa growth 
‘ dsfazEEcg what will be a 
i/ ilir-gy 2995 budget, told 
"L radio there would be 
l-.CCC to 309,000 new pri- 
s^setor jobs in 1995. 
:ze somber of unem- 
:yi* 'v.'hica goes with this 
. nra -to growth should de- 
by something of the 
150,000,” he said. 
VnrmntoyrncEt hit a re- 
: or 12.7 per 

in 1-iizy before dipping 
i. 13, CCD jobs ware created 
is- 5rst sin months of 

the moxnen- 

’ CT this turnaround is vital 
l:e prospects cf candidates 
v. toa roiing centre-right 
L-fcp in next year’s eiec- 
decide who will suc- 
' ingoing Socialist Presi- 
. 7-arecis Mitterrand. 


Prime Minister Edouard 
Bahadur, an undeclared run- 
ner bat a hot favourite in the 
polls, announced last Sunday 
he aimed to cut one million 
off the jobless roll in the next 
few years. 

Meeting that target will be 
easier if Mr. Alphandeiy’s 
forecast of sustained econo- 
mic growth is realised. The 
government is banking on 
growth of 3.1 per cent next 
year. 

He told the radio the eco- 
nomy could keep that pace 
up for the next few years, 
after recording something 
like two per cent this year 
following 1993’s one per cent 
recessionary downturn. 

“It’s a realistic assumption 
to think that we will have 
more than three per cent 
growth in the years *95, ’96, *97” 
he said. 

This growth would create 
employment but was not 
enough. 

“We have not won the 
battle against unemploy- 
ment,” he said. 

The government wonld 
continue its campaign to en- 
courage job creation by eas- 


ing the tax burden on em- 
ployers — it wonld ent 
another 17 billion francs 
($3.21 billion) off social 
security payroll taxes for low- 
paid workera in the 1995 
budget to be unveiled 
Wednesday. 

Mr. Aiphandery defended 
tire overall budget package, 
which goes back on a promise 
to cut personal income taxes. 

The total burden of state, 
local authority and social 
security taxes would fell to 
44.3 per cent of gross domes- 
tic product from 44_5 percent 
this year, the minister said. 

And only some 9,000 big 
companies would be hit by a 
higher ceiling on a local 
corporate tax, which has 
caused outrage among busi- 
ness leaders. 

The government would 
also press ahead with raising 
revenue through privatisa- 
tions. The sale of insurer 
Assurances Generates de 
France (AGF), which has 
been held up by a fell in share 
prices, could go ahead early 
next year, before the elec- 
tion. 


Mr. Alphandery said the 
election campaign should not 
jeopardise the stability the 
franc has shown against the 
German mark since the 
loosening of Europe's ex- 
change rate grid last year. 

He was asked if he was 
worried about damage to the 
currency from a possible re- 
vival of last year's debate 
within the government on 
whether to maintain the 
“strong franc” policy that has 
meant matching relatively 
high German interest rates 
while French inflation re- 
mains low and unemploy- 
ment high. 

Mr. Balladur is committed 
to a steady franc as a prere- 
quisite for a European cur- 
rency union. But some of his 
colleagues on the right argue 
lower interest rates to boost 
jobs is a priority. 

Mr. Alphandery said fore- 
ign investors would have no 
reason for alarm: “I think the 
climate has very much 
calmed down.” 

He also thought interest 
rates might have to fall furth- 
er. 




■ ru STAY 14ERE BEHIND 
j LLS TZZc. AND YOU 
| TAKE Ti4I5 NOTE OVER TO 
HUE LTTLE RED-HAIRED 6IRL I 




GOOD MORNING, I HAVE A 
LOVE NOTE FOR YOU FROM 
MY WEIRD BROTHER ..HE 
THINK5 YOU'RE KIND OF CUTE] 


SHOULD 1 WAIT 
I FOR AN ANSWER? 
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Work outlook for women 
bleak, U.N. report finds 


GENEVA (R) — Women in 
Europe and North America 
face a bleak job outlook in 
the coming years as lower pay 
and rising unemployment 
combine with continuing bar- 
riers to their entry to key 
posts, a United Nations re- 
port said Monday. 

The report, from the world 
body's Economic Commis- 
sion for Europe (ECE).. also 
found poorly-paids part-time 
and temporary positions with 
little security or job protec- 
tion. 

“Women's remuneration 
has dropped since the 1980s, 
as has the general quality and 
choice of employment avail- 
able to them,” said a sum- 
mary of the report, to be 
presented at a U.N. confer- 
ence on women in Vienna 
next month. 

“Women continue to be 
segregated into traditionally 
female occupation, particu- 
larly in the service sector, 
where they comprise about 
half of all employees in most 
countries.... largely in lower 
positions.” the report said. 

“While women's participa- 
tion in the labour force has 
increased substantially over 
the past 20 years, the trend 
has not been’accompanied by 


a significantly higher propor- 
tion of women in managerial 
or decision-making posts,” it 
pointed out. 

The report was based on a 
detailed survey of 13 of the 54 
member countries of the 
ECE — which includes the 
United States, Canada, Israel 
and the Central Asian former 
Soviet republics — and more 
general information from the 
others. 

It appeared as a Geneva- 
based monitoring group. 
U.N. Watch, said women 
faced major problems in win- 
ning important jobs in the 
world body itself and were 
effectively “excluded from 
the United Nations upper 
power structure.” 

Worldwide, the ECE said, 
women earned an average of 
30 per cent less than men for 
comparable work and the 
wage gap remained even in 
advanced states. In Norway 
between 1980 and 1992, 
women’s average wage in- 
come was about half that of 
men. 

Adult women had a higher 
unemployment rate than men 
in almost two-thirds of the 
ECE member states, includ- 
ing Sweden, one of its richer 


countries, and Portugal, one 
of its poorest, and was at its 
highest in the former com- 
munist states. 

In key areas of Russia, 
women accounted for 90 per 
cent of all unemployed last 
year, and in Bulgaria more 
than half of people without 
jobs, primarily in industry 
and agriculture, were 
women, the report said. 

Across the ECE region, a 
booming service sector was 
providing some cushioning 
against unemployment and 
the loss of female jobs in 
labour-intensive industries 
and had created many new 
positions for female workers. 

Women’s share of service 
sector jobs rose 29 per cent 
between 1989 and 1990 in 
France, Germany. Italy and 
Britain, by 33 per cent in the 
United States and 38 per cent 
in Canada, according to the 
report. 

But it said these jobs, 
many of them at entry-level 
and traditionally female in 
banking, insurance, retailing 
and public services, had not 
been well protected in reces- 
sion and the outlook was not 
bright for the immediate fu- 
ture. 


China’s urban inflation soars 


BEUING (R) — China has 
announced that urban infa- 
tion continued to defy a 15- 
month government cooling 
programme and rose to the 
highest level in more than 
five years. 

Figures from the State Sta- 
tistical Bureau (SSB), pub- 
lished in the China Business 
Times, showed August con- 
sumer retail prices in China’s 
35 major cities rose 27.1 per 
cent from a year earlier, fol- 
lowing an annual rise of 24.2 
per cent in July. 

This level, one of the high- 
est since China’s last bout of 
economic overheating that 
helped spark the 1989 
Tiananmen square anti- 
government demonstrations, 
came with one of the sharpest 
monthly increases in retail 
sales in several years. 

Retail sales of consumer 


goods in August of 12S.6 
billion yuan ($15.13 billion) 
represented a 34 per cent 
jump over the same month in 
1993 and underlined that Chi- 
na's booming economy is 
showing few signs of slowing 
down. 

The government launched 
its 13-point programme to 
rein in the soaring economy 
15 months ago. setting itself a 
target of keeping 1994 infla- 
tion below 10 per cent. 

That target is now clearly 
unattainable. 

Urban grain prices alone 
this year have jumped by 
more than 50 per cent, driv- 
ing down living standards for 
millions of city residents. 

Urban Chinese have ex- 
perienced this level of infla- 
tion only once smee the com- 
munist takeover in 1949 when 
prices spiralled during over- 


heating in 1987-88, setting off 
panic buying. 

The government intro- 
duced a drastic deflation 
programme, which slowed in- 
flation to just 0.2 per cent in 
1990, but at the cost of clos- 
ing down thousands of factor- 
ies. It has promised not to 
take such a course again. 


Palestinians 
decide to 
speed up 
rebuilding 

CAIRO (.AFP) — Palestinian 
officials decided here Mon- 
day to press ahead with 19 
urgent development projects 
for the Gaza Strip and West 
Bank, on the third day of 
economic talks. 

“We have recommended 
that 19 projects start very 
quickly." said Mohammad 
Zohdi Nashashibi. the 
Palestinian finance “minis- 
ter.” 

Mr. Nashashibi would not 
specify how much the recon- 
struction drive would cost, 
but said “the money is 
already there.” 

Water supplies, housing, 
roads and schools were pin- 
pointed as priorities by the 
Palestinian Economic Coun- 
cil for Development and Re- 
construction (PECDAR) 
meeting in the Egyptian 
capital. 

The Palestinians have 
already selected 135 projects 
in total at a cost of $225 
million. But most cannot be 
launched until international 
donations arrive, they say. 

PECDAR began meeting 
Saturday in a session chaired 
by Palestinian authority 
chairman Yasser Arafat, and 
continued Sunday and Mon- 
day without him. 

Officials have focused on 
ways to streamline the finan- 
cial affairs of the Palestinian 
authority, which rook charge 
of the Gaza Strip and West 
Bank town of Jericho in May. 

The appointment of man- 
agement consultants, work 
systems and the administra- 
tion of the authority's various 
departments were all discus- 
sed, Mr. Nashashibi said. 
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THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 



“I feel great today! 

I’m too tired to feel tired!” 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD QAME 
|® bjr Henri AmoM and BOm ArgMon 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one laser to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


SYSEM 

XX 


n 


VERIP 

XXX 



REWESK 


XXL 



SILFOS 


r 


1 — M 

rn 

r 

L 

J 

— L_J 

LJ 

L 


MEAN^ NdTTWD N 
TB'JNIS BUT COUUP 
MEAN A LOT 
N ROMftNCg. 

Now arrange the circled totters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


^mX>° LXHXD 


Yesterday's 


GAILY 


(A nsw e rs tomorrow) 
EIGHTY TRUANT 


Jumbtoc YOKEL 
Answer How the craft cte$8 deecstoed thetr groni — 
TIGHTLY KNIT 


FORECAST FOR TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 20, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: This isn't good day to wind up 
whatever practical affairs that require more attention before they 
can be completed since Mercury squares Uranus making people 
restless, irritable and stubborn. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) You can make headway with your 
plans for home and family at this time. Invite bigwigs in for good 
purposes and gain your aims. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Several talks with partners can 
increase production and bring greater success. Plan to spend more 
time with close ties. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) This is a day when you can find the 
right way to add to assets, property and make repairs, also. Confer 
with a financial expert. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) Make any improvements 
to your appearance which are necessarv and be more sure of 
yourself. Get better results. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You have to do more thinking today so 
that you can formulate the right plan for greater success in the future 
and make yourself more prosperous. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Site back a while and plan just 
how to gain the goals which mean a great deal to you. get into action 
with success following. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Get into any civic tasks which 
appeals to you and show Y our ability to them. Add to the efficiency 
at your work and you will make more money. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Be sure of your 
capabilities before you try to start any new projects and have 
sufficient backing. Having all facts and figures ready. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Cement better 
relations with both creditors and debtors and make the future easier. 
Pay attention to your loved ones under your roof. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Any contracts you 
enter into today should last for quite a long time to come. This is 
especially true in any public tasks. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Get into projects which 
you really like since you are never happier then when busily at 
assignments. Come to better terms with fellow associates. 

WSCES: (February 20 to March 20) Get your tasks done early so 
that you have time for pleasure and sports which you really enjoy. 
Show affection for the loved ones in your life. 

Birthstone of September: Saphhire — Lapis Lazulli 


THE Daily Crossword by 


ACROSS 
1 Move suddenly 
6 Food thickener 
10 Pilcher 
Hershser 

14 QE II. e g. 

15 BdRel movement 

16 Doozy 

17 Great painters 

19 Damn? 

20 Use tMigendy 

21 Abuse 

22 Abominate 

23 Lite certain birds 

24 • Wo" 

26 Mane of opera 
29 Zenana 

31 Sour 

32 Window sashes 

36 Make secure 

37 luxunales 

38 Had on 

39 Warsuppies 

41 Crowval 

42 ■ Tnwe- 

43 Beseeches 

44 Netherlands city 

46 Radiator mishap 

47 Custard tan 
46 Noise tram the 

sheep to id 
51 Hantfe rudely 

54 Surprise attach 

55 Typed 
sheepdog 

57 Existence Lat 

56 Control Strap 

59 Spectral 

60 Park. NY 

61 CoSedaons 

62 Itakan poet 

DOWN 

1 Unappetizing 

load 

2 Row 

3 Warhol 

« Sign ol dreaming 

5 Streetcar line 

6 in a suitable way 

7 Kind ot dub 

8 Broadcasts 

9 Puls bade Kilo 
shape 

10 Special reunion 

11 Bucolic 



12 Make vary 
happy 

13 Stringed 
nstnsnenl 

18 Coik»dal 
dispersions 
23 Pale inolel 

25 Thecfogtal 
school abbr. 

26 Adobe dweffing 

27 Maple genus 
26 Author 

O’ Flaherty 

29 Impetuosity 

30 Inquires 

32 Fires 

33 OW theme 
song 

34 Walked 

35 Town ol central 
France 

37 Harps on 

40 Unhinged 

41 Signaled 

43 Quaker WdBam 

44 Jaded 


45 Elevale 

46 Legal rights 

47 A FSrflsione 

49 Sailing word 

50 Una 
entrance 


51 Weaver's 
bobbin 

52 Take 4 

comas 

53 Yippee? 

56 Meadow 


t 
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in co-operation with 

Cairo Amman Bank 


U.S. Dollar In Incvma tranal Mirkns 


Currmry 

IL lff7WFM 

Tokyo 

CtOM 

"“ lr 1 9/9:94 

Sterling Pound 

1 .57*90 

1.5611 

DtabdM Mark 

1.5445 

1.5423 

Swifo Franc 

1.2620 

1 .2605 

French Franc 

5.261 0 

5.2S35** 

Japanese Yen 

9S.9S 

9 6.64 

European Current Unit 

1.2340 

mmm 


VjtmfKA* lipnlBC '• P.8B am. liMT 


Boot: J 9/9, '1994 


Currency 

1 MTU 

3 MTHS 

b MTHS 

12 MTHS 

U-S. Dollar 


4.37 


5.7.5 

Sterling Pound 




7./S 

Deutsche Mark 


4.37 

5. P0 

5.37 

Swiss Franc 


3.3/ 

a. 06 

4.43 

French Franc 

5.3/ 

5.5/1 


6.5/ 

Japanese Yen 

H 

f./3 

2.3/ 

2. So 

European Currenrt Unit 

5.56 

5.3/ 

WW0M 

6.3/ 


lolrrtenfc batf nln rw iMih n>irilR I _■» IMUr* IJKMjno » equrvtloa 


Cwcral Bank of Jordan Exdung* Rat* BuHotln 

Dm 


19/9/1994 


Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

VS. Dollar 

0.6950 

0.U70 

Sterling Pound 

1.0913 

1.1026 

Deutsche Mark 

0.4503 

0.452b 

Swiss Franc 

0.5422 

0.5449 

French Franc 

0.1317 

0. 1524 

Japanese Yea^ 

0.7040 

0.7075 

Dutch Guilder 

0.4016 

0.403e 

Swedish Krona 



Italian Lira 0 

0.044 o 

0.0443 

Belgian Franc 



ft, !H 



Other Currencies 

**■**: J 9/9-1994 

Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

Bahraini Dinar 

1.6270 

1.6400 

Lebanese Lira 0 

0.040665 

0.041935 

Saadi Riyal 

0.16503 

0. 13600 

Kuwaiti Dinar 

2.3/50 

2.5460 

Qatari Riyal 

0.1S97 

0.1909 

Egyptian Pound 

0.2000 

0.2750 

Omani Riyal 

1.7660 

1.6100 

UAE Dirham 

0.1666 

0.1 596 

Greek Drachma'" 

0.2765 

0.3245 

Cypriot Pound 

1.3900 

1.4950 


Bulk of Saudi plane finahoihg to be from banks 


DUBAI (R) — The bulk of 
the financing for Saudi Ara- 
bia's S6 to S7 billion deal to 
buy U.S. aircraft for its 
national carrier Saudia looks 
set to be raised from the 
international and regional 
banking community, bankers 
said. 

Many of the world's lead- 
ing banks have expressed in- 
terst in the deal, said the 
Gulf-based bankers who are 
close to the deal. 

“Most major banks from 
the U.S., Europe, Japan and 
the region said they are in- 
terested," said one Saudi- 
based banker. 

But the bankers said for- 
mal negotiations on financing 
would only start when the 
details of Saudia’s order for 
about 50 aircraft from Boeing 
and McDonnell Douglas, 
specifying among other 
things which planes will be 
bought, is announced. 

, They said a Saudia com- 
mittee has. made a recom- 
~mendation 'on the order, but 
it was not clear when a deci- 
sion would be made. 

One banker said he under- 


stood it was sent to King 
Fahd. “It has not been 
approved and nothing has 
been finalised.” he said. 

“There are lots of options 
and possibilities being work- 
ed out by banks, but that can 
only progress once the order 
is firmed up and the delivery 
schedule is finned.” he said. 

Arab and American ex- 
perts say Saudia is moving 
closer to completing the deal 
and that Britain's Rolls- 
Royce could 'win part of the 
engine part of the lucrative 
deal. 

The bankers said 85 per 
cent of the money — possibly 
S5 billion or $6 billion — was 
expected to be raised in one 
or more international loans, 
guaranteed by the U.S. 
Export-Import (Ex-im) Bank 
and possibly Britain's Exprot 
Credit Guarantee Depart- 
ment if Rolls-Royce gets 
some of the deal. 

“The money will be raised 
from the international bank- 
ing market, and there is in- 
terest by international banks 
to take part in the Ex-im 
Bank portion," one banker 


said. “The remaining 15 per 
cent would probably go to 
Saudi and regional banks.” 
International banks could 
also take pan in the 15 per 
cent portion, though it might 
not be as attractive in the 
absence of an Ex-im Bank 
guarantee, the bankers said. 

They said Ex-im Bank re- 
quires as a matter of course a 
sovereign guarantee, on 
which Saudi officials have re- 
cently held talks in Washing- 
ton. but no guarantee has yet 
been given. 

"As far as we know. Ex-im 
Bank has not got that guaran- 
tee. It is still under discus- 
sion," one said. “A lot of the 
talking is being done in 
Washington.” 

Another banker said the 


deal would most probably be 
governed by New York law, 
making it more attractive to 
international banks wary of 
deals governed by Saudi law. 

“Everybody* is waiting for 
more details^ Don’t forget 
this will be a phased project. 
The planes wflTbe delivered 
over years and nobody is 
going to. the banking com- 
munity saying I want $6 bil- 
lion.rnow,” one banker 
added. . 

The Saudi government had 
aSkedXhase Manhattan and 
the Safidi National Commer- 
cial Bank to- structure a 
financing deal' and submit 
suggestions, which bankers 
said has been done. The two 
banks are also officially 


acting as advisers to Boeing. 

The Saudi ministry 'of fi- 
nance has given “an implicit” 
guarantee for the 15 per cent, 
the bankers said. 

Western diplomats said it 
did not appear that Saudia. 
which is not considered finan- 
cially very strong and might 
be viewed as a 'poor credit 
risk, or the Saudi government 
would be using cash towards 
the deal. 

“They might borrow from 
banks unless the government : 
wants to pay a percentage out ! 
of its regular income. That is. 
however not the general, 
understanding of what will 
happen," one said. 

Another Banker believed 
any guarantee by the state- 
owned Saudia' would be 


viewed by the banks as a 
government one. 

The bankers said Saudi 
Arabia’s banks, facing 
mounting borrowing de- 
mands both from the cash- 
strapped government and the 
private sector, would play, a 
role in the financing although 
they are reaching their Lend- 
ing limits. 

“If we are talking of 15 per 
cent of $6 billion it is a lot for 
the Saudi banks,” one banker 
said. "Saudi banks have 
reached their limit... banks 
are going to demand more." 

The bankers said it was too 
early to speculate what mar- 
gin the loans would cany 
over the London Inter Bank 
Offered Rate (LIBOR). 
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Rising shilling hurts Kenyan traders 


NAIROBI (R) — Kenyan 
coffee exporters who until 
recently were enjoying high 
world prices are now be- 
moaning a rapid rise in the 
shilling which is increasing 
operational costs and hurting 
them. 

“The dramatic rise in the 
value of the shilling against 
the dollar is causing concern 
amongst us (exporters)," one 
exporter told Reuters. 

“Such steep fluctuations 
are not healthy to our trade, 
and the problem is no one 


knows when gnd at what 
point the curreifcy will stabil- 
ise," he added#' 

The? ''exporter noted ' that 
the smiling has ^'depreciated 
from 36 to th£ dollar in 
February 1993 to 82 in June 
of last year, a *penod when 
the government was liberalis- 
ing exchange controls in a 
series of bold reforms. 

'Hie Stilling was made fully 
convertible and has since 
strengthened to 52 to the 
dollar, fthich has made ex- 
porters nervous. Economists 


LONDON 

EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — 

Following are 

the buying and selling 

rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 

dollar at midsession on the London Foreign Exchange and 

bullion markets Monday. 


U.S. S1.00 costs 

1.3511/21 

Canadian dollar 


1.5444/54 

Deutschemarks 


1.7319/29 

Dutch guilders 


1.2830/40 

Swiss francs 


31.81/85 

Belgian francs 


5.2790/40 

French francs 


1566.1/5.6 

Italian lire 


99.66/76 

Japanese yen 


7.4843/43 

Swedish crowns 

. 

6.7779/29 

Norwegian crowns 


6.0963/13 

Danish crowns 

One sterling 

$1.5742/52 

h 

One ounce of gold 

$389.90/390.30 

¥ 


see it rising further. 

For most coffee exporters, 
the commodity is pre- 
financed abroad and the fluc- 
tuations in the' shilling T are 
causing losses, another ex- 
porter told Reuters. 

“Instability in a currency is 
a heavy loss to us, especially 
when one is being pre- 
financed from outside," he 
said. 

Economists say an inflow 
of dollars from coffee and 
other exports, low demand at 
home from cash-strapped 
consumers, capital night 
from neighbouring countries 
and depreciation of the dolfar 
on the international market 
were the reasons for the 
appreciation. 

The governor of the central 
bank appealed for calm in the 
foreign exchange market fol- 
lowing a rapid rise in the 
shilling which is hurting ex- 
porters. 

“The purpose of this circu- 
lar is to request all partici- 
pants to the foreign exchange 
market to maintain calm so 
that we can stabilise the shill- 
ing exchange rate,” he said in 
a statement. 

“We request that custom- 
ers be encouraged to con- 
tinue retaining some of their 
funds oversees under the care 
of commercial banks.” 

± 



Low oil 
prices 
forcing 
Arabs to 
lure foreign 
companies 

ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Arab states have started to 
yield to demands by foreign 
oil companies in order to 
secure funds and technology 
needed for expanding their 
energy sector to meet world 
demand. 

Several Arab countries 
have signed oil exploration 
and development agreements 
with foreign firms and other 
members are considering fol- 
lowing suit, the Kuwaiti- 
based Organisation of Arab 
Petroleum Exporting Coun- 
tries (OAPEC) said in its 
annual report released this 
month. 

It said such agreements 
guaranteed advanced tech- 
nology that could reach pre- 
viously inaccessible reserves, 
boost the extraction rate in 
oil wells and ensure more 
accurate estimates of the re- 
serves. 

“The need by Arab states 
to finance expansion projects 
in their energy sector has 
tempted foreign companies 
to seek the best terms, helped 
by the decline in Arab earn- 
ings due to the drop in world 
crude prices," it said. 

"Some member states have 
offered incentives to those 
companies to encourage 
them to enter such projects. 
These activities, coupled with 
creation of private oil firms, 
were most ‘evident in Egypt. 
Tunisia, Algeria and Ye- 
men," OAPEC noted. 

Most Arab states, especial- 
ly in the Gulf, have launched 
major projects to upgrade 
their oD output capacity to 
face growing domestic and 
foreign demand. 

_ Some members, which 
nationalised their energy sec- 
tor in the late 1960s, are 
Considering readmitting fore- 
ign partners to secure funds 
and technology for the pro- 
jects beyond 1995 as they will 
cost tens of billions of dollars. 

Official estimates showed 
expansion projects will push 
Up Arab crude production 
capacity from 21.5 million, 
barrels per day (b/d) to 22.2 
million b/d in 1995 and 
around 28.2 million b/d in the 
year 2000. 

Most of the capacity in- 
crease will come from Saudi. 
Arabia, Kuwait, Iraq and the 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE), which already pro- 
duce one fifth of the world's 
output and control 60 per 
&nt of the whole world's 
proven oil reserves. 

• Kuwait and Saudi Arabia 
were reported this year to be 
considering reinstating forc- 
ing partners as their coffers 
have been sapped by weak oil 
prices and large payments 
during the Gulf war. 

The UAE is till keeping 
foreign partners on a 60-40 
per cent basis while Iraq was 
said to have been negotiating 
with foreigners for granting - 
them oil contracts when Un- 
ited Nations sanctions are 
lifted. 

OAPEC, which groups 
Saudi Arabia and nine other 
key Arab oil producers, said 
some member states had 
started to introduce advanced 
techniques with foreign help 
as part of development of 
their energy industry. 

■' It cited the sophisticated' 
three-dimension siesmic sur- 
veys, which can locate more 
hydrocarbons, and horizontal 
drilling, which it said cost 
moch more than vertical drill- 
ing but can yield four times 
more. 

“Horizontal drilling is 
gaining momentum in the 
Arab world and is contribut- 
ing to increasing the extrac- 
tion rates in wells and 
reaching reserves that could 
not be reached in vertical 
wells,” it said. 
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Her Royal Highness Princess Alia introduces a 
Royal Stables Arabian horse to the press after 
the press conference in which she announced 


the programme for the 5th International Ara- 
bian Horse at Home Show. 


icess Alia announces: Horse 


home show kicks off today 


By Raca Hnsseini 
Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — More than 
170 horses will take part 
today in the fifth Interna- 
tional Arabian Horse 
Home Show at the Royal 
Stables, Her Royal High- 
ness Princess Alia has 
announced. 

During a press confer- 
ence at the Royal Stables in 
Kumar Sunday, Princess 
Alia, president of the 
Royal Jordanian Arabian 
Horse Association, said 
that most participating 
countries* teams had ar- 
rived and that final 
arrangements were under 
way in preparation for the 
event. 

The Princess also 
announced the final list of 
the participating countries. 
They include: Syria, Iraq, 
Palestine, Qatar, the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates, 
France, Britain, the United 
States and Jordan. Judges 
for the competition come 
from Lebanon, Sweden, 
France. Italy and the 
show’s disciplinary commit- 
tee will be made of Switzer- 
land, Ireland, Australia, 
Britain and Jordan, the 
Princess said. 


“The show aims at ex- 
posing Arab culture and 
traditions and at demon- 
strating the endurance of 
Arabian horses," Princess 
Alia said at a press confer- 
ence. 

“It is also a chance to 
introduce people to our 
Royal Stables and the ser- 
vices we provide because 
many people do not know 
of them and prefer to send 
their horses outside the 
country,” Princess Alia, 
who has been in charge of 
the Royal Stables for the 
past 22 years, said. 

Exporting thorough-bred 
Arabian horses to the Gulf 
countries and Europe was 
also a main concern. Prin- 
cess Alia told the Jordan 
Times. 

“We have been working 
on improving our facilities 
and services and contract- 
ing experts to examine our 
horses' regularly to keep as 
' many horses as possible in- 
side the Kingdom," Prin- 
cess Alia, who started rid- 
ing horses when she was 
two-years-old, said. 

When Princess Alia 
started directing the Royal 
Stable in 1972, there were 
only 60 horses. Today the 
number has doubled. 
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“His Majesty King Hus- 
sein wants to preserve the 
Arabian horse and wants to 
create more interest in rais- 
ing rthorougbbreds 1 after a 
decline in people's enthu- 
siasm for horses as part of 
our heritage," Princess 
Alia said. 

Today's event includes 
horse races at AJ Hussein 
Sports City and two races 
for non-Arabians. 

The official opening 
ceremony by Their Majes- 
ties King Hussein and 
Queen Noor will be on 
Wednesday at 4:00 p.m., 
followed by the “foal at 
foot," “junior male” and 
"junior female" cham- 
pionships. 

The festivities will con- 
tinue on Thursday with 
“junior non-Arabian." 
championship, “seniors 
non-registered Arabian 
rings" and presentation of 
trophies for non-registered 
horses. In the afternoon 
the competitions will re- 
sume with “senior female 
and male” championships 
and “supreme male and 
female” championships. 


On Friday morning there 
will be the Middle East 
championships and in the 
afternoon horses will com- 
pete for the mare produced 
groups and sire produced 
groups in addition to junior 
<utu senior liberty cham- 
pionships: 

In the final day, Satur- 
day, there will be a 
marathon event. Horses 
will cover a distance of 43 
kilometres in the desert 
starting from east of A1 
Muwaqer and ending at 
Amra castle. 


During the five day fes- 
tivity, there will be games' 
for children and other acti- 
vities for all members of 
the family. 

“It is an open event and 
anyone is invited to come 
and enjoy their day and get 
to see the real Arabian 
horses,” Princess Alia said. 


Swedish Davis Cup dreams may come 


PARIS (AFP) — Sweden ha- 
ven’t reached a Davis Cup 
final in five years, but they 
are still convinced they can 

t o all the way this time. 

espite having to take on the 
all-powerful Americans in 
Gothenburg Friday. 

The Swedes no doubt are 
encouraged by the fact that 
the Americans, winners of 
the trophy 30 times and 
runners-up on 27 occasions, 
will be without two star per- 
formers for the semifinal 
clash. 

Former World No. 1 Jim 
Courier, who saved the team 
by winning the decisive rub- 
ber for the Americans in their 
difficult 3-2 victory over the 
Netherlands in Rotterdam in 
July, and flambonyant U.S. 
Open champion Andre Agas- 
si will be missing. 

Not that anyone will 
underestimate a squad led by 
world No. 1 Pete Sampras 
and backed up by sixth- 
ranked Todd Martin. 

Many, however, feel that 
the U.S. could be less formid- 
able in a hostile environment 
if Stefan Edberg and his 
team-mates get into their 
stride. 

Sampras, winner of both 
the Australian Open and at 
Wimbledon, has bad another 
marvellous season. 

But his exhausting loss to 
Peruvian Jaime Yzaga at 
Flushing Meadow and the de- 
feat inflicted on him bj 
rajick 
Cup, 

have shown that the big 
American can be vulnerable. 

Martin, too, although a 
highly competent power per- 
former, can be upset by im- 
aginative tennis. 

Sampras' record in Davis 
Cup is far from impressive 
and he has often lost his way 
at critical moments. 

In the 1991 final at Lyon, 
he cost the United States the 
trophy when he lost both of 
his singles against Henri - 
Leconte and Guy Forget. 

And after missing this 
year's first round against In- 
dia, he crashed to a shock 
four-set defeat against 


Richarde Krajick in Rotter- 
dam. This enabled the. Dutch 
to level the match at 2-2 and 
it was Courier who clinched 
victory in a tense final rub- 
ber. 

Sampras, whose overall 
Davis Cup singles record 
shows six wins against four 
defeats, has a long way to go 
if he is to join the likes of 
Agassi, who has notched 20 
wins from 24 clashes or John 
McEnroe who won all but 10 
of his 69 matches. 

Todd Martin, who won 
both his singles when he 
made Ids Davis Cup debut 
against India this year, has 
had a marvelous season. 

But, like Sampras, his 
power tennis can be exploited 
— especillay on the Tarraflex 
surface inside the Scandana- 


Dutch No. 1 Richard Krajick 
in the last round of the Cup, 


vmm. 

The 28-year-old Swedish 
No. 1 may have made some 
disappointingly early exits 
from major tournaments this 
year and been unable to sus- 
tain his highly tuned tennis 
over a fortnight, but he can 
still work his magic in bursts 
and will certainly raise his 
game in Gothenburg. 

Sweden's captain Jon 
Anders Sjorgen is banking on 
the two-times Wimbledon 
champion providing two 
points for he fancies the 
chances of his doubles team 
of Jonas Bjorkman and Jan 
Apell against Jonathan Stark 
and Jara Palmer. 

But his 32nd ranked 




Sweden’s Stefan Edberg serves against fellow 
countryman Lars Jonsson in late August dur- 
ing their first-round matrh at the 1994 U.S. 


Open in New York. Edberg won the km m j 
7-5 (AFP photo) ; J 


second string singles player 
i also 


Magnus Lars son can 
spring surprises as he proved 
by storming into the semifin- 
als at the French Open. 

Sweden’s last Davis Cup 
victory was against India in 
1987. They also won the tro- 
phy in 1975, 1984 and 1985 
and were finalists in *83, '86, 
'88 and '89. 

In the other semifinal, 
Russia, who had never pre- 
viously advanced further than 
the World Group first round, 
will start underdogs against 
defending champions Ger- 
many on outdoor hardcourts 
at Dortmund. 

But in 20-year-old 


Yevgeny Kafelnikov they 
have a potential match- 
winner. 

Kafelnikov, who has shot 
up to 12th in the rankings, is 
unbeaten in Davis Cup com- 
petition this year. 

He beat both of Australia’s 
tal ended newcomers, Patrick 
Rafter and Jamie Morgan in 
the first round in St Peters- 
burg before showing be could 
know a thing or two about 
doubles by teaming up with 
Andrei Olhovskiy to defeat 
one of the world's strongest 
doubles pairings of Todd 
Woodbridge and Mark 
Woodforde. 

He then dropped only one 
set winning both his singles 
against Petr Korda and Slava 
Dosed el in the quarterfinal 


against the Czech Republic. 

slnifc 


Apart from Kafelnikov, 
Russia has included compet- 


lent performers in the squad 
folkov, 


such as - Alexander Vol 
Andrei Cherkasov and 
Olhovskiy (preferred to the 


out-of-form Andrei Chesno- 
kov by captain Vadim Bori- 
sov) and the Germans can ill 
afford complacency. 

Although Boris Becker, is 
still absent from the squad, 
world No. 2 Michael Stich 
has proved in the past that he 
can cany the team almost 
single handedly. 

He also has the knack of 
coming into form late in the 
season — as he showed with 
his remarkable run last year 
when he routed Australia in 
die Duesseldorf final for Ger- 
many's third title, and then 
won the Masters. 

Captain Niki Pilic has 
named Bemd Karbacher, 
Karsten Braasch and Marc 
Goelner to back up Stich. 

This week-end's World 
Group qualifying round 
dashes will see John New- 
combc’s strong Australian 
team of Patric Rafter, Mark 
Woodforde, Richard From- 
berg and Todd Woodbridge 
taking on New Zealand m 


Christchurch, while AustriJ 
Thomas Muster, b«x ^ 
recovered after coQa. 
with dehydratibnij 
Bucharest last week, ; ka£jJ 
an Austrian team, whjfljg 
dudes his old enemy Hod 
Skoff, against Uruguay 5 
Montevideo. > 
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Jebez seeks first win 


ad 


Goran Ivanisevic, j finny 
in Romania Sunday/3 
answered the call w leaf 
Croatia against Portugal 
Porto, while Israel play BJ 
gium in Tel Aviv, * 
race Italy in B 
Denmark are at 
Peru. 

India face what loqb fti 
being a tough hotne 6 
against Frew McMillu 
South Africa, sprcaxhert 
by Sunday’s Bordeaux ri 
ner Wayne Ferreira.! 

The other ties sees India 
sia at home to Switzeriaai 
Latvia against Morocco a 
Ghana against Slovenia 
Accra. i 


Gerulaitis, hustler by day, playboy by night, dies ! 


LONDON (Agencies) — 
Vitas Gerulaitis, who hustled 
on the tennis court by day 
then danced away the night in 
the discotheques of Manhat- 
tan, has died unexpectedly at 
the age of 40. 

A spokesman for the 
Southampton Village police 
department oo New York 
state’s Long Island said 
Geralaitis's body had been 
found shortly after 3 p.m. in 
an acquaintance’s bedroom. 

“It appeared he had been 
there a while, like over- 
night,” the spokesman said. 
He added that there did not 
appear to be any suspicious 
circumstances. 

Gerulaitis emerged from 
the public courts of Brooklyn 


and Queens to become the 
third-ranked tennis player in 
the world when John McEiv- . 
roe, Bjorn Borg and Jimmy 
Connors wfere at their peak. 

He was never out of the 
top 10 from 1977 to 1983 
before finally retiring in 1985. 

Gerulaitis won his only 
grand slam title when he de- 
feated Briton John Lloyd in 
the final of the 1977 Austra-, 
lian Open, although be will 
probably be better remem- 
bered for his epic five set 
losing battle with Borg in the 
1977 Wimbledon semifinals. 

Off court, the shaggy- 
haired quick-witted Geru- 
laitis was a fixture in Studio 
54, the centre of the frenetic 
New York discotheque cul- 
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tore of the 1970s. 

He quickly ■ acquired a 
reputation -for.. fast living,- 
owning a fleet of cars and 
acquiring a string of attrac- 
tive companions. 

In 1983 a federal grand 
jury voted against indicting 
him on a charge of conspiring 
to take part in a cocaine deal 
and Gerulaitis later confessed 
to taking cocaine in the 1970s 
and admitted drugs and late- 
night partying had affected 
his game. 

But even at his best his 
all-round game was never 
quite strong enough to beat 
the likes of Borg and Con- 
nors on a regular basis, 
although few of his contem- 
poraries could match his 
speed around the court. . 

Gerulaitis was born in 
Brooklyn on July 26, 1954, to 
Vitas and AJodona Gerulaitis, 
immigrants from Lithuania. 
His father had been a Lithua- 
nian champion and later 
coached in the United States. 

After retirement Gerulaitis 
worked as a television analyst 
and last year took up tennis 
again, playing several tourna- 
ments on the senior circuit 
along with Connors and 
McEnroe. 

“That’s a very big loss for 
tennis because of Vitas’ per- 
sonality and his play,” tennis 
star Michael Chang said. “He 
was very easy going. All the 
players were able to joke 
around with him. He was 
very easy to talk to.” 

Chang spoke Sunday night 
after losing an exhibition 
match to John McEnroe in 
Berkeley, Calif. McEnroe, 
who knew of the death before 
taking the court, left im- 
mediately after playing and 
issued a statement through 
the ATP. 

“I won this match for my 
buddy Vitas and Fm too dis- 
trught to talk about it,” he 
said. 


“He was an incredible ta- 
lent, quick, scrappy, had. a 
.good-forehand,'’ former play- 
er Tim Mayotte said. “But he 
didn’t have that one big 
weapon. I think he maxed 
out on his talent.” 
Gerulaitis beat John Lloyd 
in the final of the 1977 Au- 
stralian open for his lone 
grand slam title. 

Mayotte said be played 
golf and tennis with Geru- 
laitis this summer. He said 
Gerulaitis was “very alive 
and fun to be around.” 
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“The whole tennis com- 
munity is going to be in shock 
and really saddened," 
Mayotte said. “He brought 
heart and enthusiasm and life 
to tennis, and that’s really 
rare.” 


Among Gerulaitis’ many 
friends in the tennis commun- 
ity were McEnroe, commen- 
tator Mary Carillo, retired 
player Peter Fleming and 
Pete Sampras, the world’s 
no. 1 player. 


Fred Stblle, a 
Open champion, 
broadcasting partner 
Gerulaitis’. He was also 
coach when Gerulaitis \ 
the Italian open. > 
‘Tm just absolutely fla 
bergasted,” he said. : “Hi 
been doing so darn wdL E 
erybody was proud qf te 
He's just been doing an uate 
lievable job on the jTV. 
thought he was great : ati 
U.S. Open and he had a goo 
future ahead of him : in & 
television business. 

Stolle said he wasiproi 
that Gerulaitis had confoxe 
his drug problems. He ah 
thought Gerulaitis *i 
approaching his life wijhnc 
maturity since the defflt ( 
his father a few years ago 
“He’s like a second son i 
me, Vitas,” Stolle sad. 
used to get after him eve 
few things. I travelled 
him quite a bit at the time- 
was one of the few goys l 
really respected. Tiq j“ 
shattered.” 


Dalglish praises honest Blackburn; 


LONDON (AFP) — Kenny Dalglish paid tribute to be 
team’s “all for one” spirit after Blackburn’s battling 2-1 wo 
at Chelsea had hoisted them into second place in die 
premiership race. Blackburn had suffered a stunning 14 
home defeat by the part-timers Trelleborgs of Sweden ffi 
Europe in mid-week — but Dalglish’s men bounced bad 
determinedly at Stamford Bridge. An own goal from 
Chelsea defender Erland Johnson put Blackburn cm the* 
way, and although John Spencer equalised for the Londm- 
ers, Chris Sutton grabbed Blackburn a deserved win with * 
66th minute winning goal. Dalglish said: “If you are boaeS 
enough to admit that you played badly you’ve got a d&ix* 
— and we played badly Tuesday night. “But it was tfc^ 
team’s honesty that got us the result today, and thtf 
determination. They deservedly won the three points." 


NEW UNFURNISHED FLAT 
FOR RENT 


Consists of 3 bedrooms, one living room, maid's 
room, spacious kitchen, 3 bathrooms, 2 verandas, 
garage, lift for the building, separate central heat- 
ing. Location: Gardens Street, entrance to Sarawat 
Restaurant. 

Call Tel. 698861/2 Dr. Adnan, 
from 10 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. and from 5 p.m. and 7 p.m. 


FOR RENT 

first floor house, furnished, suitable for an embassy or 
family. Located in Jabal Amman, fourth Circle, the 
embassies district, near the Kuwaiti embassy. Consists of 
3 bedrooms. 3 bathrooms, one main room, study, main 
hall open to a dining hall, with access to a spacious 
veranda. Overlooking a garden, kitchen with access to a 
veranda overlooking a garden, separate garage, separate 
entrance, big garden. 

Those interested please call teL 676885 
from 10 a.m. until 7 p.m., for three days 
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SUPER DELUXE APARTMENT 
FOR RENT IN ARDOUN 



1. Fully-furnished, 4 bedrooms, ground floor apartm#*: 

2. Fully-furnished studio of one room. 

please call: 826527 or 863117 


VUJLA FOR RENT (FURNISHED) , 

Near Communication College — Naour Road. j 
Master bedroom + 1 room sitting room + dining rootf^ 

UVinn rnrvm 


living room. 

Fully equipped kitchen 
Garden and central heating. 

” . Tel 716486 Fax: 716486 


PENTHOUSE FOR RENT 


Unfurnished: 1 BR LG. Living R., 1 bathroom, 
kitchen LG terrace. 2nd floor, marvellous scenary 
overlooking U. of Jordan. Area 136 m 2 . Families 
only, separate entrance and heating. Rent 2,400 
JD/Y 

Tel. 837944 


.FOR RENT 


(OWNER IS LEAVING THE COUNTRY) 

* Furnished super deluxe and new flat on the ground 
floor consisting of 2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 2 large 
salons, with a dining room, 2 sitting rooms, new and 
fully equipped kitchen, garage, separate entrance, 
large outdoor veranda, with small garden located at 
Um Uthaina 

For sale also is a white Mazda car -626 of 1986 

Call tel: 824015 ; 


For rent newly j 

furnished first floor viila \ 

Area 200nT-. In Shmeisani, near Marriott Hotel- Consists 
3 bedrooms, living room, kitchen, 2 salons, dining 
balcony, separate central heating and entrance, w 
ity to share garden, garage. Unfurnished. 

Call owner: Tel: 603070 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Pereira wins Club Colombia 

BOGOTA (AP) — Unseeded Nicolas Pereira became the 
first Venezuelan to win an ATP Tour singles title in the 
open era, beating sixth-seeded Maurido Ha dad of Col- 
ombia, 6-3, 3-6, 64 Sunday in the final of the $313,000 
Oub Colombia Open. Pereira, 23, broke Hadad’s serve in 
the 10th game of die third set with a backhand passing shot 
to clinch the match. Pereira served well throughout the 
tournament, finishing with 42 aces overall, while winning 
91 per cent of his service games. The victory snapped 
Hadad’s 29-match winning streak. 

Lyon’s Liberian comes out top 

LYON, France (AFP) — James Debbah outshone his 
fellow Liberian George Weah as he inspired Lyon to a 2-0 
win over French champions Paris St. Germain here 
Sunday. Debbah scored the first and laid on the second for 
much-travelled Stephane Paille in .the last minute as 
10-man Paris were finally overrun. PSG’s Senegal defender 
Oumar Dieng bad been sent off in the 24th minute for Ins 
second bookable offence after Weah bad missed two early 
chances for Paris. The win put Lyon into second ^lace one 
point behind leaders Nantes. Paris were ninth. 

Sanchez seeks first win in Japan 

TOKYO (AFP) — World number two Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario will seek her first tournament victory in Japan tins 
week at the $400,000 Nichirei event starting here Tuesday. 
The Spanish ace has never got past the semifinals on 
previous visits to Tokyo, but mil be full of confidence this 
time after last week's U.S. Open triumph. She has an easy 
first round match against Japan's unseeded Naoko Kijimu- 
ta, but will then face a tougher challenge from Julie Halard 
of France, seeded eighth, or hard-hitting Americans 
Marianne Werdel or Debbie Graham. Also in die upper 
half of the draw are third seeded American Lindsay 
Davenport and Sabine Hack of Germany, the sixth seed. 
Local favourite and the second seed, Kimiko Date — 
runner-up last year — is in the bottom half of the draw with 
Americans Amy Frazier and Mary Joe Fernandez plus 
Gabriela Sabatini of Argentina. Date captured her first 
major overseas title, the New South Wales Open, in 
January and won the Japan Open in April for a thud year 
running. Frazier is looking to avenge Date's win over her in 
the final of the Japan Open. Fourth-seeded Sabatini has 
not won a tournament since the 1992 Italian Open, but has 
happy memories of the Ariake Coliseum whine she 
captured her first major tide at the age of 15. 

U.S. football playoff teams set 

SEATTLE, Washington (AFP) — Two-time reigning 
American Professional Soccer League champion Colorado 
and 1993 runner-up Los Angeles clinched playoff berths 
with 2-1 weekend home victories. Colorado beat Montreal 
while the Salsa eliminated Vancouver and regular-season 
leader Seattle beat last-place Toronto 1-0 on Saturday. 
Entering the final week of the regular season, Seattle (12-6) 
has 103 points to 89 for the second-place Salsa (10-8), 84 for 
Montreal (11-7) and 83 for Colorado (11-6). Fifth-place 
Vancouver is 20 points behind the Foxes with only 18 
points possible from their two final matches. Playoff 
pairings will be decided in matches this week. Colorado are 
at Seattle Tuesday. Montreal Friday and Los Angels next 
Sunday in the most critical matchups. Seattle needs only a 
home victory over Colorado or Vancouver to clinch first 
place and home-field advantage through the playoffs. 

Davin beats Ivanisevic in Bucharest 

BUCHAREST, Romania (AP) — Unseeded and little 
known Franco Davin took advantage of an off-form Goran 
Ivanisevic, beating the top-seeded Croatian 6-2, 6-4 to win 
the Romanian Open, only his third title in eight years as a 
pro. The 24-year-old Argentine, ranked 93rd on die ATP 
Tour coming into the week, took 75 to upset the top-seeded 
and No. 3-ranked Ivanisevic, who double faulted on his 
vaunted serve 10 times. “This is the happiest week of my 
life,” Davin told the crown of 5,000 at the Progresul day 
courts. “Ivanisevic was nervous and restless when the 
match started. IBs serve was very bad and I was very cool.’* 
Davin, whose other victories came in 1989 at St. Vincent 
and a year later in Palermo, Italy, earned $71,000 of the 
$550,000 purse. Sunday's victory was the second over a top 
seed for the 1.73-metre (5-foot-8) left-hander, who upset 
No. 2 seed Sergi Bruguera in thre sets earlier in the 
tournament. “I am concentrating really well at the mo- 
ment,” Davin said, adding that the 6-7 weeks previously he 
was “not playing well.'’ After being routed in the first set, 
Ivanisevic appeared to stiffen, winning three straight games 
in the second set to tie the set 4-4 and then saving two 
match points with aces to the delight of the crowd. 

Yates beaten by comeback man 

ISBERGUES, France (AFP) — Wielfried Nelissen of 
Belgium, back after a rad crash in the Tour de France, 
outsprinted Britain's Sean Yates to win the Isbergues 
Grand Prix cycling race here Sunday. The Belgian chased 
Yates when he broke away 8km from the finish of the 
207km race and beat him in a sprint finish. 


European soccer roundup: 

Milan, Gullit put 
upset behind them 


PARIS (AFP) — Ruud Gul- 
lit was on target twice for AC 
Milan who bounced back 
from a midweek upset in 
Europe to beat Lazio 2-1 and 
move into second place in the 
Italian league table on Sun- 
day. 

The European champions 
remain two points behind 
Parma — the only side left 
with a 100 per cent record in 
the league. Parma beat Cag- 
liari 2-1 at home. 

Gullit helped shake off 
Milan blues following their 
2-0 loss against Ajax at Am- 
sterdam with goals in the 77th 
and S8th minutes. He scored 
the first with a header from a 
Dejan Savicevic centre and 
then produced a tremendous 
burst of pace through rhe 
Lazio defence to score the 
second. 

The 32 -year-old, who was 
formed out by the club last 
season because he was consi- 
dered over the hill, has made 
a decisive comeback. 

He was also on target with 
his first goal of the season in 
last week's 1-1 draw with 
Cagliari. 

Parma move into pole posi- 
tion thanks to Portuguese im- 
port Fernando Couto, signed 
last season from Porto, who 
was inspirational in midfield. 
Dino Baggio scored Parma's 
first goal after 30 minutes and 
Couto got the second a mi- 
nute before half-time. Cag- 
liari’s Brazilian-born Belgian 
striker Luis Oliveira pulled 
one back after 55 minutes. 

In other matches, Fiorenti- 
na beat Cremonese 3-1, AS 
Roma were 3-0 winners at 
home to Genoa, and Samp- 
doria, humiliated 3-2 in mid- 
week by Norwegian part- 
timers Bodo Glint, were held 
1-1 at home by Foggia. 

In Spain, Deportivo La 
Coruna remained the only 
team with a one hundred per 
cent record when they notch- 


ed up their third straight win 
with a 2-1 victory at Racing 
Santander. 

The home side went dear 
through Villabona in the 23rd 
minute but Salinas and Man- 
jarin were then on target for 
the visitors. 

Champions Barcelona 
struggled to earn a goalless 
draw against pacesetters 
Espanol in a tense, scrappy 
Catalan derby. But coach 
Johan Cruyff was satisfied 
enough with the night’s work. 

"I think it was a fair re- 
sult,” he said, adding: “But 
from a footballing point of 
view, it was not a brilliant 
match.” 

He also played down the 
absence of his world-class 
finishers. Bulgaria's Hristo 
Stoichko'v and Brazil's 
Romario. 

Stoichov was serving the 
last game of a three-game 
ban and Romario is nursing a 
thigh injury. 

“Perhaps we missed them 
at certain moments and in 
certain situations. But 
Romario and Hristo play 
only a small parr in our game. 
It's the others who create the 
chances for them. 

Real Madrid looked to 
have sewn up victory at Alba- 
cete when Sanchis scored 
seven minutes from time, but 
Oscar ensured the home side 
a share of the points three 
minutes later. 

Albacete and Racing San- 
tander are among six" clubs 
still searching for a first vic- 
tory. The others are Celta. 
Oviedo, Logrones and Valla- 
dolid. 

Nantes continued to set the 
pace at the top of the French 
first division when they 
scored a 3-0 borne victory 
over St. Etienne. 

With goals few and for 
between and nine clubs fail- 
ing to score at ail, Nantes 
were two up after just four 


minutes. 

First the league’s ieading 
scorer Panics Loko was on 
target with his seventh of the 
seakm then Nicolas Ouedec 
was on hand to stab into the 
net after Japhet N'Doram's 
header had been pushed 
away by Robin Hue. 

With the St. Etienne de- 
fence still reeling and Lau- 
rent Blanc having a miserable 
time trying to contain the 
home side’s raids, Nantes 
scored again in the 17th mi- 
nute when their young mid- 
fielder Gaude Makelele of 
Zaire linked up with Loko 
before rifling home to make 
Nantes the only unbeaten 
team in the division. 

Lyon stayed in second 
place with a 2-0 home win 
over champions Paris St. 
Germain — James Debbah 
outshining his fellow- 
Liberian and opposite num- 
ber George Weah. Debbah 
scored Lyon's first and made 
the second for Stephane Pail- 
le. 

Bordeaux were another 
team in the goals. They came 
away 4-1 winners from 
Sochaux after being helped 
on their way by a hat-trick by 
rheir Brazilian striker Vai- 
deir. 

But pre-season title 
favourites Monaco, who 
sacked their manager Arsene 
Wenger in midweek after 
their dreadful start to the 
season which has brought 
only two wins against five 
defeats, were held to a 0-0 
draw at home by Rennes. 

Demoted Marseille tore 
apart one of the best defence 
in the second division when 
they hammered visiting Dunker- 
que 5-1 — Tony Cascarino scor- 
ing a hat-trick. The Irish interna- 
tional has now scored 12 
goals for the former Euro- 
pean champions. 

Bemd Hobsch's 27th mi- 
nute goal have Werder Bre- 





Paris Saint-Germain striker David Ginola 
(left) and Lyon defender Manuel Amoros fight 


for the ball during their French first division 
matrh Sunday night (AFP photo) 


men a narrow win over 
Borussia Mocnchengladbach 
to extend their lead at the top 
of the German league. 
Borussia Dortmund. Karl- 
sruhe. Bayern Munich and 
Kaiserslautern were all two 
points adrift. 

Lothar Matthaeus stole a 
point for Bayern Munich with 
a goal six minutes from time 


to deny SV Hamburg who 
had led from the 16th minute 
through Andre Breitenreiter. 

Dortmund drew 2-2 at 
Bayer Leverkusen who twice 
fought back to get onto level 
terms. 

Stefan Reuter and Swiss 
forward Stephane Chapuisat 
scored for Dortmund but Ulf 
Kirsten and Christian 


Woerns saved a point for 
Leverkusen. 

Slaven Bilic, Jens Nowotny 
and Thomas Haessler scored 
in Karlsruhe's 3-1 win over 
1860 Munich. 

Pavel Kuka. Olaf Mars- 
chall and Dirk Anders were 
the scorers in Kaisers- 
lautern's 3-1 win at Bayer 
Uerdingen. 


‘ Air crash mars African cup 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) 
— The- death of a Nigerian 
footballer in a desert air crash 
marred a weekend of 
quarter-final action in the 
three African dnb competi- 
tions. 

Omalie Aimnanmwosa 
died when the plane carrying 
Iwuanyanwu National e home 
from a Champions’ Cup tie in 
Tunisia crashed in southern 
Algeria on Sunday. 

The two pilots and an 
attendant also died and 24 
people were injured. The 
BAC 111 aircraft was car- 
rying 32 members of the club 
and a crew of seven. 

Iwuanyanwu lost die first 
leg in Tunisia 3-0 to Esper- 
ance, whose fifth consecutive 
victory maintained the only 
100 per cent record in the 
cup. 

Prolific scorer Ayed Ham- 
rouni struck the first and fast 
goafs for the ‘blood and £ol<f 
and veteran defender All Ben 
Neji converted a second-half 
penalty. _ 

Holders Zamalek, attemp- 
ting to lift the Sekou Toure 
Cup a record fourth time. 


snatched a dramatic victory 
in Cairo over gi an drillers 
Sogara from Gabon. 

An impressive defensive 
display by the visitors kept 
die Egyptians at bay until the 
85th minute when Ghanaia 
Ahmad Oscar scored the only 
goal. 

Zamalek now face two dif- 
ficult away assignments, 
starting with the second leg of 
the Afro- Asian Cup final 
against Thai Fanners in 
Bangkok on September 25. 

The following weekend 
they will face Sogara again in 
Libreville, where former 
champions Wydad Casblanca 
of Morocco came unstuck in 
the second round. 

Experienced Zambian 
campaigners Nkana shrugged 
off poor domestic form to 
trounce previously unbeaten 
Simba of Tanzania 4-1 on tbe 
Copperbelt. 

Goals from Kennedy Cho- 
la, Kampabwe Mulenga and 
Bobton Chela gave the 1990 
runners-up a commanding 
lead entering the closing 


stages of a one-sided encoun- 
ter. ”‘ 

Twa Kiwela revived flag- 
ging Tanzanian spirits with 
an 80th-minute goal only for 
Allck Chuna to restore Nka- 
na’ s three-goal advantage 
almost immediately. 

The four Cup Winners' 
Cup clashes produced 15 
goals with Agaza of Togo 
hitting six and Mbilinga of 
Gabon four in handsome 
home victories. 

Agaza, fast emerging as 
the surprise packets, crushed 
Olympic Beja of Tunisia 6-1 
with four of the goals coming 
inside 17 minutes daring the 
second half. 

Mbilinga, scorers of a re- 
cord 13 goals in a first-round 
match, were contained until 
halftime by Malindi of Tanza- 
nia, but finished 4-0 winners 
with Valery Ondo netting 
twice. 

Cup favourites BCC Lions 
struggled against DC Motc- 
ma Pembe of Zaire in the 
northern Nigerian town of 
Makurdi, where a late goal 
from Sole gave them a 2-1 
win., 


- Breweries of Kenya also 
struggled in front of their 
own supporters, needing an 
own goad iron Daniel Laf- 
fouse to overcome Stand 
Tamponnaise from the tiny 
island of Reunion 1-0. 

Competing in Africa for 
the first time. Reunion had 
more success in the CAF Cup 
as Saint-Denis defeated Tuni- 
sian visitors JS Kairouan 5-3 
in a thriller. 

Malagasy striker Tsimba 
Razafintianolina was the loc- 
al hero, scoring a hat-trick, 
but a late goal from Saidi for 
the north Africans leaves the 
tie delicately balanced. 

Bendel Insurance of Niger- 
ia hardly justified their 
favouritism by defeating U.S. 
Chaouia of Algeria 1-0 at 
home with a goal from Ro- 
land Ewere in the 13th mi- 
nute. 

Francis Odour scored a 
late winner for AFC 
Leopards of Kenya after 
Angolans Primeiro Maio 
shook the home side by tak- 
ing tbe lead through Mathias 
Osongo. Patrick Shim level- 
led before halftime. 


McRae wins 
Australian rally 


PERTH. Australia (R) — 
Scotland's Colin McRae held 
his nerve to win the Austra- 
lian Rally Monday after with- 
standing a late charge by 
world champion Juha Kank- 
kunen. 

McRae, who led from start 
to finish, completed the 1840- 
kilometre event nine seconds 
ahead of Finland's Kan- 
kkunen in an overall time of 
five hours. 13 minutes and 50 
seconds. 

Leading by a mere 23 
seconds overnight, the 26- 
year-old B ri ton refused to 
yield as his more experienced 
rival whittled away that siighr 
advantage during the final 
five stages. 

Kankkunen, who used the 
rally to test drive his new 
Toyota Celica for the first 
time in competition, finished 
more than three minutes 
clear of third-placed Kenneth 
Eriksson of Sweden in a Mit- 
subishi. 

The 30-stage rally, which 
began Friday, was dropped as 


a points event from the 
World Championship this 
year as pan of a restructur- 
ing. It will return to the circ- 
uif in 1995. 

Although McRae earned 
no World Championship 
points for his victory, it did 
boost the Subaru driver's 
challenge for the Asia-Pacific 
title. 

The Australian Rally was 
the founh round of the six- 
race championship. 

Erisksson heads the Asia- 
Pacific drivers' ladder with 54 
points, nine points dear of 
New Zealand's Peier 
Bourne, who finished fourth 
in Penh. 

Frenchman Didier Auriol. 
who leads the World Driver's 
championship opted not to 
compete in Australia. 

•After eight rounds. Didier. 
on 90 points, leads Spainiard 
Carlos Sainz. another absen- 
tee. by six points, with Kank- 
kunen a further 10 points 
adrift with two rounds re- 
maining. 



NONSTOP 
GULF AIR STYLE 

Cj ulf Air offers nonstop afternoon flights from Amman to Abu 
Dhabi, Bahrain, Doha and onwards to Muscat. Whichever class 
you travel, you’ll fly in comfort and style, enjoying our traditional 
hospitality. Come fly with us and discover the international 
smile of the Gulf. 


FOR MORE INFORMATION ON ROUTES AND SERVICES. CONTACT YOUR 
LOCAL TRAVEL AGENT OR GULFAJR ON 653613. 
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Cinema Tel.: 634144 
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Guana Tel,: 699238 

PLAZA 

Cinema Tel.: 677420 

CONCORD 

Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

AMMOUN THEATRE 
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ahum theatre 

CARUT&S WAY 

Stems: 1230. 3:30. 6:15. 830. UMS 

Thursday, Friday & Sunday far 

. ■ — .w . — 

V BOTCH 

Tbe Care Bears 
at 11KW a.m. 

' Diane Keaton 
in 

Baby Boom 

Stem 1200, 330. 630. SJO, 1030 

CONCORD “1” 

For those with strong hearts 
Alice Kreig in 

The Sleeping Monster 

Shows: 1230, 330, 6:00, 8:15, 10:30 

' CONCORD “2” 
LAMBADA 

Shows: 3-JO, 5:10 

Cinema and Theatre 

Presents the political comedy: 

1 ijil rMunfuj) irnmtdwemt 

Starring: Abeer fssa, DaouO Jatajel, 
Hassan Al Shser and Mahmoud, 
Abu Gharb. 

For rtsenration cafl td.:' 61827* - 618275 


Presents: 

The political satire: 
Al Salam Ya Salam 

Daily at 8:30 p.m. 

Tuesday la the theatre’s holiday 
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Israeli 6 mavericks’ cut Iraq 
contact after U.S. outcry 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 

- Israel has totally severed 
tentative links with Iraq 
under orders from Prime 

- Minister Yitzhak Rabin after 
-an angry warning from the 
United States, senior officials 
said Monday. 

-Two Israeli ministers bom 
in Iraq launched contacts 
■during July as Baghdad 
pushed for an easing of U.N. 
sanctions imposed since the 
1990 Iraq invasion of Kuwait, 
'the officials, who refused to 
.be named, told AFP. 

' Washington was reportedly 
'furious as was Mr. Rabin who 
Had been kept in the dark. 

Israel's Washington 
embassy cabled a warning 
that the Americans, who pro- 
vide $3 billion in annual eco- 
nomic and military aid, were 
■shouting about the "chutz- 
pah” (or gall) of Israel. 

- “The Americans at least 
deserved to be consulted ab- 
out something as radical as 
this," admitted a foreign 
ministry official, who deman- 
ded anonymity. 

Mr. Rabin, who was in the 
opposition when Iraq fired 39 
Scud missiles at the Jewish 
state, could only agree with 
Washington and in August 
slapped a strict veto on any 
further contact. 

Police Minister Mosbe 
ShahaJ met Iraq’s ambassa- 
dor to Switzerland in Geneva 
during July prompting the 
American wrath, the officials 
said. The ambassador is said 
to have close relations with 
President Saddam Hussein. 

The minister strenuously 
denied the meeting. 

Housing Minister Ben 
Eliezer had contact with 
senior Iraqi officials in Moroc- 
co about the same time, the 
officials added. 

In London, the Sunday 
Times reported that Mr. Ben 
Eliezer met Iraqi Deputy 
Prime Minister Tariq Aaz in 
Rabat. Mr. Ben Eliezer 


issued a strong denial. 

The foreign ministry also 
released a statement Monday 
saying the Times report of 
foe secret talks, sourced to 
Britain's Secret intelligence 
service M16, was “without 
any foundation.” 

. Beyond the potential of 
cheap oil for Israel in return 
for pressure to lift the U.N. 
sanctions, certain Israeli 
politicians think Iraq should 
be brought into a strategic 
secular block alongside Egypt 
and Syria to oppose Islamic 
fundamentalism. 

Despite Mr. Rabin’s veto. 
Israeli President Ezer Weiz- 
man in his Jewish new year 
address two weeks ago indi- 
cated that Israel should in the 
long-term reconsider Iraq's 
isolation. 

Mr. Weizman suggested 
that in the new Middle East, 
Iraq should be brought into a 
strategic alliance of secular 
states. 

Insiders say Mr. Ben Eliez- 
er and Mr. ShahaJ both har- 
bour romantic illusions about 
their Baghdad birthplace 
which they left in their teens. 
The pair speak fluent Iraqi 
Arabic. 

“They have a thing about 
their roots and would like to 
visit their homes where their 
relatives are buried,” one 
Member of parliament (MPs) 
said. “The Iraqis are not 
barbarians and deserve better 
in their eyes." 

During the Gulf war. 
Labour MPs nicknamed the 
pair “Saddam’s Republican 
Guard,” because even then 
they refused to give up all 
belief in Baghdad. 

Israeli pundits expect the 
two to bide their time and 
renew secret contacts again 
as soon as they feel the time 
is right. 

Israel and Iraq on Sunday 
denied the reports they held 
secret peace talks in Morocco 
last month. 

A statement issued by 


Israel’s foreign ministry said: 

“The foreign ministry 
spokesman wishes to empha- 
sise that repeated news items 
published lately in the media 
on contacts between Israel 
and Iraq have no basis and no 
substance.” 

Adel Ibrahim, press 
attache at the Iraqi embassy 
in Jordan, issued a statement 
earlier on Sunday saying: 
“The allegations in the Sun- 
day Times newspaper... are 
trivial hopes and an insist- 
ance on failed propaganda 
attempts.” 

The newspaper said that 
Mr. Aziz was understood to 
have sent a message to Gad 
Yaacobi, the Israeli ambassa- 
dor at the United Nations, 
calling for a meeting as Presi- 
dent Saddam no longer consi- 
dered Israel an enemy since 
its signing of the peace accord 
with the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation. 

“The (Aziz) is said to have 
suggested to the Israeli de- 
legation that Iraq would con- 
sider formally recognising 
Kuwait’s borders if Israel put 
p re ss ure on America to lift 
the sanctions imposed on 
Baghdad after it invaded 
Kuwait,” the Sunday Tunes 
said. 

Israel's Channel Two tele- 
vision, in an unsourced re- 
port on Sunday, said Mr. 
Yaacobi last week met an 
Iraqi diplomat whom it iden- 
‘tified only as serving "as a 
U.N. deputy secretary gener- 
al.” It said the two discussed 
the peace process. 

The Sunday Tunes said 
Israel hoped to get a contract 
for cheap oil from Iraq. Hie 
fate of 400,000 Palestinian 
refugees in Lebanon was also 
thought to have been discus- 
sed, it added. 

Hie Sunday Times said 
Israel was now more con- 
cerned with neutralising any 
nuclear threat from Iran by 
developing ties with Bagh- 
dad. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — As 
Egypt's human rights record 
reached a new low, lawyers 
and journalists have become 
the latest victims, according 
to a report released by 
Amnesty International. 

“The human rights situa- 
tion in Egypt has continued 
to deteriorate as the Egyptian 
authorities respond to an in- 
crease in political violence by 
Islamist militant groups," 
Amnesty International said. 

That deterioration has 
been marked in recent 
months by the targeting of 
increasing numbers of 
lawyers ana journalists, as 
well as thousands of sus- 
pected members and sym- 
pathisers of banned Islamist 
militant groups who have 
been arbitrarily arrested and 
some held in illegally pro- 
longed detention, it said in a 
statement faxed to Jordan 
Times. 

ft said: At leasts 41 lawyers 
have been targeted for arbit- 
rary arrest and administrative 
detention since May. follow- 
ing demonstrations against 
the death, apparently from 
torture, of a 32-year-old 
lawyer. 

;Abdul Harith Mohammad 
Mad an i — who had defended 
many Islamist political pris- 
oners and was a member of 
the Bar Association and the 
Egyptian Organisation for 
Human Rights — was 
apparently tortured to death 
after being taken to the Giza 


branch of the State Security 
Investigations Department 
(SSI) in April this year. He 
was reportedly so severely 
tortured there that he had to 
be transferred to hospital, 
where he died later that same 
day. 

Muntasar A1 Zayat is the 
last remaining lawyer of 
those arrested in May and 
June who is still in detention; 
the rest were all released by 
July 5. Although he was 
given a release order, he re- 
mained in custody following a 
request by the state security 
procuracy which wanted to 
interrogate him in connection 
with incidents not related to 
the lawyers’ protests. He is 
still being held in Istiqbal 
Tom prison. 

In the last few months an 
increasing number of journal- 
ists have also been harassed. 
Some have been arrested, ill- 
treated and even imprisoned 
for their writing. 

“Although the Egyptian 
authorities claim that the 
country’s press is free, jour- 
nalists working for opposition 
newspapers have been intimi- 
dated by the authorities.” 
Amnesty International said. 

Despite being acquitted by 
the Supreme Military Court 
in Cairo on Oct. 30, freelance 
journalist Abdul Mun'im 
Gam ale din is still detained in 
the high security prison in 
Tora, where he is denied 
visits. He was reportedly tor- 
tured by state security offic- 
ers at the Giza branch of the 


SSI. 

During the last 21 months, 
at least 16 people have died 
in police stations and bran- 
dies of the SSI, particularly 
in Cairo and Upper Egypt, 
apparently after being tor- 
tured. 

When an Amnesty Interna- 
tional delegation visited 
Egypt earlier this year, they 
were refused any meetings 
with officials from the SSI, 
including its director. 
However, they did meet with 
a number of Egyptian gov- 
ernment officials. 

Forty people have been 
executed and 56 death sent- 
ences have been passed since 
President Hosni Mubarak be- 
gan to issue special decrees 
referring civilians for trial be- 
fore military courts some two 
years ago. 

“These military trials are 
grossly unfair ’and have 
violated some of the most 
fundamental aspects of inter- 
national law,” Amnesty In- 
ternational said. 

Although the human rights 
units have been set up by the 
Egyptian authorities, they 
have proved to be largely 
ineffectual. Amnesty Inter- 
national is urging the Egyp- 
tian government to introduce 
legislative or other practical 
measures to bring the coun- 
try’s laws and human rights 
practices into line with the 
international human rights 
treaties to which it is a state 
party. 


Saudi Islamists detained 


RIYADH (AP) — Security 
forces have arrested hun- 
dreds of people in a crack- 
down on Muslim fun- 
damentalists agitating for 
stricter enforcement of Isla- 
mic law in the already purita- 
nical kingdom, diplomats 
said Monday. 

Those detained in the 
sweep in Buraydah, in north- 
western Saudi Arabia, in- 
cluded clerics, university lec- 
turers, government officials 
and students, said the diplo- 
mats, who spoke on condi- 
tion of anonymity. 

The crackdown picked up 
steam last Tuesday, when 
clerics were arrested after re- 
fusing to sign pledges to con- 
form to a ban on their activi- 
ties, supporters of the de- 
tainees later disclosed. The 
ban sought to stop their prop- 
agation' of fundamentalism 
through sermons, fund- 
raising efforts and other acti- 
vities deemed incendiary. 

Among the detainees was a 


prominent mosque preacher. 
Sheikh Salman A! Odeh, 37. 
He was taken Tuesday after 
addressing a crowd in de- 
fiance of a ban on his speak- 
ing in public. 

Buraydah, 400 kilometres 
northwest of Riyadh, is a 
traditional font of Islamic 
fundamentalists. The diplo- 
mats said some arrests have 
been made elsewhere in the 
kingdom, but involved main- 
ly natives of Buraydah, capit- 
al of A1 Qasim province. 

The Committee for the De- 
fence of the Legitimate 
Rights (CDLR), a self-styled 
opposition group based in 
London, said Monday that 
more than 1,000 people have 
been detained in Buraydah 
since Sheikh Odeh’s arrest 
and that the sweep was con- 
tinuing. 

But the diplomats said the 
figure was probably exagger- 
ated, and that their informa- 
tion was that 400 to 500 
arrests have been made. 


In a statement sent by fax 
to the Associated Press in 
Cyprus, CDLR said that 
three mosques in Buraydah 
were raided during Friday 
prayers. In two of the raids, 
securipr forces clashed with 
worshipers, CDLR said, but 
made not mention of casual- 
ties. 

The diplomats said arrests 
were made Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday, but have heard 
of no new incidents since 
then. 

“The number of soldiers in 
the city was increased to tens 
of thousands, and that 
armoured vehicles are pat- 
rolling the dty in a terroristic 
parade,” CDLR claimed. 

The diplomats said about 
5,000 anti-riot policemen bad 
been deployed in the trou- 
bled dty. 

There has been no official 
word from the government 
on the crackdown, unpre- 
cedented in the kingdom. 



Amnesty: Human rights situation 
in Egypt continues to deteriorate 


Europe fears Algeria refugee 
flood, urges aid to regime 


PARIS (R) — Europe is 
making plans to cope with a 
possible flood of refugees 
from Algeria should that 
country coupe under Muslim 
religious rule, French In- 
terior Minister Charles Pas- 
qua said on Sunday. 

“Let’s hope that this sce- 
nario does not take place... 
but we have talked about this 
already. Plans are well 
along,” Mr. Pasqua said. 

All 12 members of the 
European Union were in- 
volved in the planning process, 
he said in an interview on 
TF-1 French television. He 
declined to elaborate when 
pressed for detail. 

Mr. Pasqua was pessimistic 
about the prospects for a 
drive try Algeria’s military- 
backed authorities to opec a 
dialogue with the fun- 
damentalists. 

“Who can say? For the 
moment, nothing is less cer- 
tain,” he said when asked 
whether the effort marked 
the beginning of the end of 
the political crisis gripping 
Algeria. 

Algiers last week freed 
three senior leaders of the 
banned Islamic Salvation 
Front (FIS) and transferred 
its top two leaders, Abassi 
Mad any and Ali Bslhadj, 
from prison to house arrest in 
an effort to encourage fun- 
damentalists to renounce vio- 
lence and agree to a dialogue 
with the authorities. 

FIS leaders have said they 
.were prepared to call a hall to 
the violence wracking Alger- 
ia if the government met their 


conditions for talks. 

According to official fi- 
gures, at least 10,000 Alge- 
rians have died in the 30 
months of civil strife since the 
army intervened to cancel a 
general election in January 
1992 in which the FIS had 
taken a commanding lead. 

Mr. Pasqua was asked by a 
reporter if he could envision 
a wave of refugees taking to 
small boats, as occurred re- 
cently in Cuba, to cross the 
Mediterranean to France in 
the event of an theccratical 
regime assuming power in 
Algeria. 

He said; “If these types of 
events take place, it will con- 
cern not only France but all 
of the countries on the, 
Mediterranean coast, with' 
Italy and Spain on the front 
line as well as France, and 
also the entire Europe 
Union.” 

“We will have a plan for 
this situation which we hope 
to avoid,” he said. 

Mr. Pasqua also called for 
urgent economic and finan- 
cial aid to Algeria to prevent 
the country from “collapsing 
in chaos.'’ 

He said France’s partners 
in the European Union were 
likewise anxious over the fu- 
ture of Algeria, fearing that if 
it were to spin out of control 
the effects would be for- 
reaching. 

“I have never said that we 
must support the current 
Algerian government," Mr. 
Pasqua told the interviewer. 

“l am among those who 
have actively supported the 


idea that we should provide 
economic and financial aid to 
Algeria. If we want to pre- 
vent it from collapsing in 
chaos, it’s clear that we must 
fry to provide it with the 
economic and financial assist- 
ance it needs.” 

“It’s always better to talk 
than fight,” Mr. Pasqua said, 
but warned that it was still 
unclear “who is doing what 
and who is leaduig whom" 
within the FIS. 

U.S. calls for dialogue 

The United States wants to 
see Algerian opposition 
groups renounce violence 
and begin talks with the gov- 
ernment to seek a political 
solution to the conn fry’s cri- 
sis, the new U.S. ambassador 
to Algeria said Sunday. 

"We believe that the solu- 
tion to the crisis in Algeria 
requires a credible political 
process,” U.S. Ambassador 
to Algeria Ronald E. 
Neumann said, according to a 
television report. 

Washington is opposed to 
“extremism and terrorism 
which destroys the ability of a 
society to govern itself," Mr. 
Neumann said, preparing to 
present his offidal appoint- 
ment papers to Algerian 
President Liamine Zeroual. 

“The U.S. values political 
and economic freedom, re- 
spect for human rights and 
mutual tolerance,” Mr. 
Neumann said, adding Alger- 
ia “has taken its first impor- 
tant steps” towards liberalis- 
ing its economy. 
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Mo! bids 
to revive 
Sudan 
peace talks 

NAIROBI (Agencies) — Ke- 
nvan President Daniel A rap 
Moi met the presidents of 
Sudan. Uganda, Ethiopia 
and Eritrea on Monday in the 
latest bid to revive deadlock- 
ed talks to end Khartoum's 
11 -year-old war against re- 
bels in southern Sudan. 

Mr. Moi said after greeting 
the four leaders that his first 
task was to determine 
whether they were ready to 
resume the peace talks which 
collapsed earlier this month. 

“It’s a question of saying 
'are you prepared to con- 
tinue’,'' Mr. Moi told repro- 
ters. 

He held three hours of 
talks at State House in Nairo- 
bi with the presidents of 
Uganda, Ethiopia and Erit- 
rea before lunch next to a 
conference hall with pjaces 
for face-to-face negotiations. 

The conference table had 
two other seats apparently 
ready for the leaders of rival 
wings of the Sudan People]s 
Liberation Army (SPLA) if 
the heads of state agreed that 
foe peace process should re- 
sume. 

Sudanese President Omar 
Hass an A1 Bashir then ar- 
rived at State House. He flew 
into Nairobi on Sunday fol- 
lowed by Uganda's President 
Yoweri Museveni, Ethiopia's 
Meles Zenawi and Eritrean 
leader Isayas Afewerki on 
Monday. 

The talks are under the 
auspices of the Inter- 
Government Authority on 
Drought and Development 
(IGADD) which links foe 
countries of the region. They 
began last year chaired by 
Kenya. 

They collapsed two weeks 
ago in Nairobi when Sudan’s 
Islamic military government 
refused to soften its stand 
on Islamic Sharia law and self- 
determination for the mainly 
animist and Christian south. 

Officials said they did not 
know how long the Nairobi 
talks would last. 

Sudan's National Islamic 
Front (NIF) leader Hassan 
A1 Tourabi, considered the 
main power behind foe cur- 
rent regime in Khartoum, 
was dispatched to Nairobi 
Friday for advance talks with 
President Moi. 

The rebel SPLA is deman- 
ding self-determination for 
the south and an end to Isla- 
mic Sharia law in foe whole 
of Sudan.- 

There has .been growing 
disenchantment here with the 
Sudanese government posi- 
tion since foe last round of 
negotiations collapsed, with 
many people believing foe 
government has ruled out 
peaceful resolution of the 
conflict after recent military 
successes against foe divided 
rebel movement. 

SPLA sources blamed the 
Sept. 8 collapse of foe talks 
on Khartoum’s decision to 
change foe leadership of its 
delegation. 

During foe previous three 
rounds of negotiations, foe 
Sudanese delegation had 
been led by National Tran- 
sitional Assembly Speaker 
Mohammad AJ Amin Khali- 
fa, but the fourth round de- 
legation was led by another 
government minister who, 
foe rebels charge, is a well- 
known hardline fundamental- 
ist. 

Ugandan President Yoweri 
Museveni has been growing 
more impatient with the 
Sudanese conflict. 




Bn 1 1 

Hr 






Late Abdul Rahim Omar remembered 


By Angham Tamimi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The real honour 
bestowed on genius men of 
letters is to comprehensively 
study their careers, and to 
publish their unpublished 
works in order to introduce 
them to the coming genera- 
tions. 

To mark the first death 
anniversary of Abdul Rahim 
Omar, the Jordanian poet, 
playwright, journalist, politi- 
cian, and thinker, the Jorda- 
nian Writeis Society held a 
cultural and artistic celebra- 
tion at the Royal Culture 
Centre (RCQ Sunday even- 
ing. 

Several literary ' men and 
artists participated in the 
celebration, including 
Hashem Gharaibeh of the 
Jordanian Writers Union, 
Fakhri Kawar, secretary- 
general of foe Arab Writers 
Union, Suleiman Qudah, 
president of Jordan Press 
Association, Mustafa Ranti- 
si, a friend of the late poet 
speaking on behalf of all 


other friends, and artists 
Qamar Safadi and Jamil 
A wad. 

All the speakers agreed 
that foe late Omar was one of 
the eminent writers, who 
kept calling for unity' of 
Jordanian-Palestinian peo- 
ples. The late poet estab- 
lished the Jordanian Writers 
Society and became its first 
president. In addition, he 
played a noticeable role in 
foe Arab Writers Union and 
foe Jordan Press Association. 

The late poet was eulo- 
gised as a father and a 
brother whose “heart was as 
wide as the universe, whose 
spirit was full of noble feel- 
ings and unlimited offer- 
ings." 

Hie late Omar was a "crea 
tive writer who called for 
freedom, and protested 
against our ugly world, said 
Mr. Gharaibeh. “He be- 
lieved in the results of the 
real human experiments. So, 
he used to mix all his experi- 
ences, knowledge and visions 
to produce a piece of poet- 
1Y-" 



Late Abdul Rahim Omar 

"He was pioneer in jour- 
nalism. and in politics as 
well,” said Mr. Kawar. 

The late writer used to 
read a lot. “Poetry and other 
literary works " were his 
favourite, but he preferred as 
well to read human sciences, 
whether political, economic, 
or social, - ’ said Mr. Rantisi. 

"Reading so comprehen- 
sively introduced him to a 
variety of political and men- 
tal schools,” Mr. Rantisi 
added. “His belief in foe 


social justice issue was firm. 
This issue should be one of 
the bases to start any attempt 
for Arab national unity in foe 
future." 

When Kuwaiti streets wit- 
nessed the first political de- 
monstration in 1950s, said 
Mr. Rantisi, the late poet was 
one of its organisers and ac- 
tive participants. 

He was a lover of Jordan, 
Lebanon, Palestine and Iraq, 
but died without realising ms 
dream of returning to 
Jayyous, his native dty in 
Palestine, said Mr. Qudah. 

“He was greatly respected 
and appredated by Iraqis, 
Kuwaitis, Yemenis and other 
Arabs who came to know 
him,” said Mr. Rantisi. 

The auditorium at the 
RCC was crowded with 
ministers, politidans, think- 
ers, journalists, and friends 
of the late poet. 

As two artists reading 
pieces of Omar’s poetry, his 
seven- and nine-year-old 
granddaughters also read foe 
same pieces at foe same time 
from foe bade seats. 




from bright print dresses to 
T-shirts proclaiming: “To 
hell with work, let’s go to. 
Barbados.” “The situation n 
worse than I expected,” she 
told AFP, saying she agreed 
with foe controversial de- 
ployment this week of 
Japanese troops on a hum*-' 
nitarian mission to foe re> 
fugees camps. ? 

Homeowner 
causes search an0 
rescue operation ; 

WESTMINSTER, Vermont 
(AFP) — More than 100 res- 
cuers dressed in army fati- 
gues showed up at a Vermon* 
home at foe weekend on a 
desperate search for a plane- 
in distress. Tom Hutchins 
accidentally triggered the 
massive search and rescug 
operation while he was clean 1 
ing out the basement of htf 
new home and jostled a box 
containing an aircraft distress 
beacon, settine it off.* Res- ' 


Force, the Rhode Island Qvu 
Air Patrol and other agencies 
who were assigned to track 
the source of die distress 
signal cirded the southern 
Vermont hills for two days' 
before directional finders led 
them to the Hutchins horned 
The new homeowner was cut: 
ting his grass Saturday whed 
be looked up to see a team of 
men in combat fatigues car- 
rying radios crossing his 
lawn. Air Patrol members' 
asked to search Hutchins! 
basement and found th# 
battery-powered distress 
beacon. All aircraft are r&‘ 
quired to carry foe cigarette 
pack-sized devices but pilots 
are required to remove foe 
batteries when they are not in 
foe aircraft. i 







